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THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD

Trajan’s Policy towards Christians.
Trajan to Pliny (Plin. Epp. X. xcvii).

You have taken the right line, my dear Pliny, in
examining the cases of those denounced to you as
Christians, for no hard and fast rule can be laid down,
of universal application. [2] They are not to be sought
out; if they are informed against, and the charge is
proved, they are to be punished, with this reservation—
that if any one denies that he is a Christian, and actually
proves it, that is by worshipping our gods, he shall be
Eardon:d as a result of his recantation, however suspect

e may have been with respect to the past. Pamphlets
published anonymously should carry no weight in
any charge whatsoever. They constitute a very bad
precedent, and are also out of keeping with this
age.

I. CHRISTIANITY AND ANCIENT LEARNING.

a. The ‘Liberal’ View—*The Light that lighteth
every man.’

Justin, dpology (c. 150), I. xlvi. 1-4.

But lest any, to turn men from our teaching, should
attack us with the unreasonable argument that we say
!hat Ch;nt was born one hundred and fifty years ago
in the time of Cyrenius, and that he taught what we
affirm he taught thereafter in the time of Pontius Pilate,
if, I say, they should find fault with us for treating as
irresponsible all men born before him, let us solve this
difficulty by anticipation. [2] We are taught that
Christ is the first-born of God, and we have shown above
that He is the reason (Word) of whom the whole human
race partake, [4] and those who live according to reason
arc tians, even though they are accounted atheists.
Su&h were Socrates and Heraclitus among the Greeks,
and those likathem, . ARAR@





