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Abstract

The demographic situation in the world continues to be difficult. This is due to
the ongoing uneven demographic processes in developed and developing countries.
As of November 2011, the world population was 7 billion people.

The population decline in the early 2000s is one of the main challenges for
the long-term development of Armenia, and a sharp decline in the birth rate is a
serious socio-demographic problem.

The goal of the state demographic policy is to reduce the rate of natural
population decline, stabilize the population, create conditions for its growth, and
improve the quality and length of life.

The National Security Strategy of the Republic of Armenia draws attention to
the exceptional importance of improving the demographic situation, on which the
future of Armenia ultimately depends. All this predetermines the interest shown in
the study of demographic processes and political science of modern Armenia.

According to the Law of the Republic of Armenia, “On State Statistics”, the
comparability of country indicators does not guarantee the absolute relativity of
statistical data. Therefore, the discrepancy between the resources allocated to state
statistics leads to statistical gaps.

The article describes the factors affecting demography: birth rate, death
rate, marriage, divorce and migration, as well as their influence on forming the
demographic picture of RA. A combination of qualitative and quantitative methods
was chosen for the study of the mentioned problem. In this article, we used methods
of documentary study and secondary analysis of statistical data, during which the
current state of statistical data was largely revealed. The methodological basis of
the study was the laws, patterns and principles of the Republic of Armenia, which
reveal the essence and purpose of the influence of the demographic processes of
the Republic of Armenia. The trends of state statistics for 2018-2024 in economic,
demographic and social spheres have been studied.

As a result of these factors, the current demographic situation is qualified as a
crisis, posing a threat to the state’s national security. It follows that in the national
security system, ensuring the country’s defence capability and economic security
is paramount.

Keywords and phrases: Demography, birth rate, mortality, migration,
economic crisis, mortality, state security.

349


http://doi.org/10.54503/978-9939-1-2075-1-349

qFNLNL R Ty SPUVUNVLY R M LEMP U EUCUNMT T
cgovirudnrarEesnrvoueMre UNShULWHEL
LU1LERWGUTLNARNM3Ty CUUUESGULSNRT

4. h4sSNrsd gurdvsidov

£L ghunipiniuutiph waqquyht wuntidhwh

ghinwulppuljwu dhpwqquyht Yuuwnpnup
ntijuuwwnh qfuwynp duuuwgbtin
viktorya.sarjanyan@isec.am

Cwdwnpnunuwughp

Whiwuphmd dnnnypnugpuuu hpuwyghdwyp supmawynid E duw) dwp:
Uw Juuwywsé L qupgquguwé b qupqugnn bpypubipnid wunwnwp pupwgnn
dnnny prpugpuljuu wvhwjwuwn gnpépupwgutinh htin: 2011 pywlwuh unjtidptph
npnipjwdp wpfuwphh puwenipyniup Juguty £ 7 dhhwpn:

Fuwlsnipjwtu pyuwpwuwlh wulnuip 2000-wjwuutinh uljgpht Lwywuwmwuh
tpupudwdytin qupgqugdwu hhduwuwu dwpnwhpwytiputiphg L, hul] sul) hnygyuu
dwupnwyh stipnwyh wuynidp® swupwgniyu unghwy-dnnny pnwugpulwu fuunhp:

Nbnwlwu dnnny pnugpujuu punupujuunipyuu ayuwmwlu | ujwqbiguty
puwlsnipjuu puwjuu wuljdwu wmbdwbtpp, juynituwgub) puwlsnipjuu pyuljuqup
b wuwydwuubp unbndty upw wdh, husybu twb Jyuuph npuih b munnmpwu
pwndapwgdwu hwdwn:

Cwjwunwiuh Lwupuybnnipyuu wqguht wuynwugnipjuu nwquuyupni-
EInLuu npwnpnipiniu K hpud hpnud dnnny ppugpujuu hpwy hdwyh pupbjugdwu
pwgwnhy Juplunpnipjwup, nphg, h ybpon, juuws E Lujwumwuh wyuquu: Uyu
wdbiup Juufunpnynid £ dwdwuwljuhg Luywunmwuh dnnny ppugpuluu gnpépu-
pwgutiph L punwpwghnwlwu niuntdtwuhpnipyuu Wuundwdp gniguptinynn
htwnwppppnipniun:

Cwdwdwju «Nanmwuu Y hdwugpnipjuu dwuhtuy Luyjuunmwuh Lwupuwb-
wnipjwu opkiuph' tpYph gnigwuhputiph hwdwnpbijhmpniup Jhdwujugpuyjwuu
nyjwjutinh pugupdwl hwpbptipuwunipiniu sh tpupfuwynpnid, niunh, whnwlwu
Jhdwwugpnipjwup hwwnljugynn  nhunipuutph  wuhwdwwwwnwufuwunpnitup
hwugtigunid £ Jhdwljwugpuwuu dtinptph wnwowgdwu:

ZnnpJuonmd dbdwytiu uupugpynid Gu dnnnypnugpnipjuu ypw wgnnn
gnpbénuubipp’ Subihnipynit, dwhwgnipint, wdniuunipinit, wdniubawnidénipniu
b dhgpughw, husywtiu uwwb npwug wgqnbgmpmniup £4 dnnny prpugpuju
wwwntnh dbwynpdwiu Yypw: ‘Lodws fuunnh niuntduwuhpnipyjuu hwudwnp punpy by
E npujulwu L pwuwlwuwu dbpnnubph hwdwnpnmpniua: Munduwuhpynn
wluwwnmwupmud Yhpwnyly Gu thwunwpnpetph niunduwuhpnigyuua U yhdw-
Jugpwlwu wnyjwjubiph Gtpypnppuwhu ybpniénipjwu dbpnnutin, npnug jhpundwu
dudwuwl dbbwwbtu pwgwhwynyly L Jhdwlugpuiuu wnyjujutiph utplu
hpwy hdwlp: Munduwuhpnipjwu dbpnnpupwuwuu hhdp Gu hwunhuwgty ££8
opkuputinp, ophtwswithnipyniuubipu nu uyqpniuputipp, npnup pugwhwynnd tu ££

350



dnnny pnpugpuuu gnpépupwgutinh wgntignipjwu Lnipjnituu nt tyuwwnmuyp:

Munmduwuhpnipjuu bu Gupwpyyly 2018-2024 pwuuubph whunwwuu
Jhdwugpuwliwu nnnipymuutpt’ pun Jhdwuugpnipiuu munbuwjui,
dnnny ppugpuljuu b unghwjwlwu puwguywnutiph:

‘Upjws gnponuutinh wpnyniupnid ubpjughu dnnny ppugpujuu hpu hdwyn
npwlynid § npytiu dquwdwd, npp Juwug £ ubipluyugunid yhnnipyjuu wggquihu
wuunwugnipjwu hwdwp: Uw Gupwnpnid B, np wgqqujht wudunwugnipjuu hwdw-
Jungnud tpyph yuynyuowwu b munbuwjuu wuynwugnipjuu wyuwhnynidp
atinp £ ptipnud glipuju tpwuwynipiniu:

fwbwph pwnbp b pupwuyulgmpymuubkp’ dnnnyppugpnipniy, subhni-
Py, dwhwgnipiniu, dhgpughw, nunmbuwjuu dguudwud, yhnmwlwu wuynwu-
gnipjniu:

BO3MOXHOCTH IIPEOJOJ/IEHUA NEMOI'PAPUYECKHUX ITIPOBJIEM
B KOHTEKCTE COLIMAJIbHOM TMO/UTUKHU

BUKTOPUSA CAPIKAHAH

['naBHbBINA CrIELMAIIUCT JeKaHaTa
MeKayHapOgHOTO Hay4YHO-06Pa30BaTEIbHOIO LIEHTPa
HarmoHaribHOM aKageMuH HayK Pecny6ruKyd ApMeHus

viktorya.sarjanyan@isec.am

AHHOTaL M

HeMorpacduyeckasl cUTyalLusl B MUpe IPOJAOJIKAaeT O0CTaBaTbCsl CII0XKHOH. ITO
CBSI3aHO C MPOUCXOJSAIIHMMH HEpaBHOMEPHBIMU feMorpadpuyeCKUMU IpPoLiecCaMu B
Pa3BUTBIX U pa3BUBAIOIIMXCS cTpaHaX. [lo cocTosHMIo Ha HOsI6pb 2011 roga HaceneHue
MHpa COCTaBJISUIO 7 MUIITMAPAOB YEIOBEK.

Coxkpauienre HacerieHus B Hadarie 2000-X Tof10B SIBIIIETCS OJHUM M3 TTIaBHBIX
BBI3OBOB JIOJITOCPOYHOI'O Pa3BUTHUS APMEHHH, a pe3Koe CHUKEHUEe POXKIAeMOCTH —
Cepbe3HON COoLManbHO-ieMorpauyecKoit mpob6eMoH.

Llenbio roCcymapcTBEHHON AeMorpacuuecKoi MOTUTHUKU SIBIISIETCS CHUXKEHHUe
TEMIIOB €CTeCTBEHHOHN YObUIM HacesleHUs], CTabWIM3alis YHCIIEHHOCTH U CO3[laHue
YCHOBMFI AJId €ro poCTa, a TaKzXKe IMOBbIIIEHUE Kad€CTBa W TIPOAOITZKUTEIIbHOCTU
JKU3HU.

Crparerust HalMOHa/IbHOM 6e3omnacHocTH Pecry6nMku ApmeHHst o6parijaeT
BHUMaHHe Ha UCKI/TIOUUTEIbHYIO BaXKHOCTDb YITyUIlIeHUs JeMorpapuieckol CUTyaLuy,
OT KOTOPOH B KOHEYHOM CueTe 3aBUCUT Oyayiliee ApMmeHuu. Bce aTo nmpeponpepenser
MHTepec, MPOosBIISeMbI K U3yYeHHIO JeMorpaMuecKUx MpoLeccoB U MOIUTOIOTMU
COBPEMEHHON ApMEHMHU.

CornmacHo 3akoHy Pecny6riuku ApMmeHust «O TOCynapCTBEHHOW CTAaTUCTHUKE»,
COIMOCTaBUMOCTD OKa3aTerel CTpaHbl He rapaHTUPYeT abCOMIOTHON OTHOCUTEITbHOCTH
CTaTUCTUYECKHUX [IaHHbIX, MO3TOMY HECOOTBETCTBHE PECypCOB, BbIAeIsieMbIX Ha
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rOCYJapCTBEHHYIO CTAaTUCTHKY, IPUBOOUT K BO3HUKHOBEHHWIO CTATUCTHYECKHX
po6esios.

B cratbe omucaHbl (PaKTOPBI, BIMSIOLIME Ha AeMorpaduio: poKHaeMOCTb,
CMEPTHOCTB, 6pPaKH, pa3BoO/Ibl M MUTPAILHs, a TaK:Ke UX BIMsSHUE Ha (POPMHUpPOBaHUE
neMorpacpuyeckorl KapTuHbl PA. [l uccrieoBaHds YKa3aHHOW IMPOGIIeMbl 6bUIO
BBIOPAaHO COYeTaHUEe KavyeCTBEHHbIX W KOJIMYEeCTBEHHbIX METOJOB. B crarbe
MCIIOITb30BA/IUCh METOAbl JOKYMEHTAa/IbHOTO M3yYeHHs M BTOPUYHOIO aHalM3a
CTaTUCTUYECKUX [aHHBIX, B XO[e TIPHUMEHEHHs KOTOPbIX B 3HAUMTESIbHOMN
crereHH ObUIO BBISB/IEHO COBPEMEHHOE COCTOsIHMe CTaTHMCTHUYECKHUX [IaHHbIX.
MeTono0MornYecKy0 OCHOBY HCCIIEIOBaHHs COCTaBW/IM 3aKOHbI, 3aKOHOMEPHOCTH
Y NpUHLMNBI Pecry6rmukn ApMeHMsi, pacKpbIBalolllde CYIHOCTb W Iieflb BIIASHUS
nemorpaduyeckux rmporeccoB Pecriybrmuku  ApMeHus. M3ydeHbl TeHOEHLWH
rocygapcTBeHHON ctaTucTUKU 2018-2024 rr. mo sKOHOMUYeCKOH, aeMorpaduiecKoin
U COIMa/IbHON chepaM.

B pesynbTare Ha3BaHHBIX (PaKTOPOB TeKyllas AeMorpaduyeckas CUTYyaLds
KBa/TM(PULIMPYETCS KaK KpPHU3WCHasl, TPEACTaBIISOMas Yrpo3y HalMOHaIbHOMN
6esoracHocTH rocypgapcra. OTcioga cregyeT, 4YTO B CHCTeMe HalHMOHAIbHOM
6e30MacHOCTH obecriedyeHrue 060pOHOCIIOCOOHOCTH U 9KOHOMUYECKOH 6e30M1aCHOCTH
CTpaHbl NpHUoOpeTaeT NepBOCTENEHHOe 3HaYeHHe.

KmioueBble croBa: pemorpadus, pOXKIAaeMOCTb, CMEPTHOCTb, MWIPaLvs,
9KOHOMHMYECKHUH KPU3UC, TOCYy/lapCTBeHHast 6e30MacHOCTb.

Introduction

Demography is the science of population reproduction patterns. Swiss
mathematician Christophe Bernoulli was among the first to call “democracy” a new
science. The author used the name “population study” in his works [1, p. 92].

Demography has its clearly defined object of study, in the role of which
the totality of people acts; therefore, it can be briefly defined as the science of
population, and although demographic processes are the result of events in the lives
of individual people, demography studies them as a mass.

The subject of demography is population reproduction [2, p. 21].

When considering the subject of research in demography, such factors as the
study of divorce processes, demographic functions of families, social conditions
of birth and death, population growth, and relationships between demographic
processes and structures are distinguished.

The main task of demography as a science is to identify and understand
demographic laws, patterns and relationships [3, p. 11].

The term “population” is used when there is a need to present its socio-
economic characteristics, taking into account socio-cultural features, through which
demography reveals patterns of population movement.

One of the central characteristics of population is its movement, which acts
as a means of existence and expression [4, p 18].

In modern demographic science, the concept of demographic transition has
been formed, which explains the change in the types of population reproduction and
makes it possible to make the demographic development periodic. The “natural” or
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“biological” nature of a population is manifested in its ability to constantly renew
itself through the process of generational change due to births and deaths. This
continuous process is called population reproduction. The processes of birth, death,
marriage, and divorce, which are components of population reproduction, are called
demographic processes.

A system of statistical indicators is used to study demographic processes, where
all these indicators have a quantitative expression. These indicators are based on
measures of demographic phenomena and processes [5, p 108].

Changes in the population and its composition are studied in demographic
research from a quantitative and qualitative point of view, and people’s demographic
characteristics serve to characterize the entire population and separate specific
groups as an independent object of research [7, p 25].

The purpose of the research is to highlight the widespread problems in RA and
to identify ways to settle demographic problems in the social policy of RA.

Demographic policy acts as an object of research.

The subject of research is the means of regulating demographic processes in
the context of social policy.

The following issues arise from the purpose of the research:

1. To find out the addressability of the state’s policy in preventing demographic
problems.
To find out the factors affecting the natural growth of the Republic of Armenia.
3. To find out the effect of readaptation on the formation of the migration pacts

of the Republic of Armenia.

4. To find out the components of the demographic index of the Republic of
Armenia.
To find out the ratio of marriages and divorces.
6. To find out the total number of deaths and the causes.

Methods

N

2

Methods of document study and secondary analysis of statistical data were
used in the work under study. The methodological basis of the study was the laws,
patterns and principles of the Republic of Armenia, which reveal the essence and
purpose of the influence of the demographic processes of the Republic of Armenia.

The state statistical trends of 2018-2024 were studied according to the
economic, demographic and social fields of statistics.

Specialists dealing with demographic issues of RA act as experts. There are
8 experts; they were chosen according to such criteria as the competence of the
field, the relevance of the activity to the field of the problem, and having some
publications on the issue.

The expert survey method used during the study made it possible to identify
the factors influencing the demographic indicators of RA.

Results

The study showed a demographic problem in the Republic of Armenia, and a
unified social system has not yet been created to overcome it.

As a result of the expert survey conducted, the interviewed specialists talked
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about several demographic problems in Armenia and the whole world.

The study discussed the addressability of the measures aimed at overcoming
the demographic problems in RA. As such, the specialists mentioned the demographic
strategy implemented in RA, which was completed in 2018.

Currently, the policy pursued in RA carries a system of actions to provide
more situational solutions. Such a solution can be considered a drastic increase in
the allowance for the first child or the recently adopted program of 50,000 AMD
per month for the birth of the third and subsequent children.

Certain programs exist to provide housing support to young families, but
according to experts, these programs are relatively inactive or in a declining phase.

When there is no general policy, solutions are always situational.

According to experts, when a family has a high level of legal awareness, fewer
children are born than in families where the level of education is relatively unstable
or absent at all.

It also mentioned the security problem in our reality when people with average
social abilities have one child because they realize that the birth of any child in the
family brings with it additional costs.

Referring to the formation of joint demographic programs with the participation
of various departments within the framework of the demographic policy, the experts
mentioned the healthcare, education and state housing construction programs. Such
factors have an important impact on forming the region’s demographic image.

While discussing the natural growth in RA and its individual components,
the experts mentioned the minimum and average salary influencing the number
of births.

Reference was made to the guarantees of the education and health sector,
which are more important than the provision of financial support.

The migration balance of those leaving and returning to RA was discussed,
and, according to experts, there has always been a negative index in RA.

Today, the difference between those who return and those who leave is very
small. Of course, the situation remains negative, but it has significantly decreased
and is even comparable to the natural growth factor. In addition, opening new jobs
and introducing new opportunities will reduce the “brain drain”, which is also a
guarantee of development because an educated and law-aware generation is the
greatest guarantee of the future of Armenia.

Speaking about the ratio of marriages and divorces in RA, the experts
mentioned migration risks, because migration leads to an increase in the number
of divorces. It was noted that in the world, as well as in Armenia, we are facing
two conceptual problems, which need to be considered in two circles of the same
dimension. Among these are the important indicators of the age of marriage for the
first time and having a child for the first time.

The experts mentioned that the age of first marriage and having a first child
is increasing yearly in the RA, and the main reasons for this were independence,
economic independence, career creation, establishment, and socio-economic factors.
It was also noted that parallel to this background, the number of marriages is slowly
decreasing.
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As an indicator of ageing, the increase in the number of abortions was
mentioned, which is one of the main disasters for a small society like RA.

Demographic processes do not take place quickly, so every year, it is necessary
to increase the confidence and stability of society.

Summarizing the conducted research, we can note that the existing
demographic problems in Armenia are considered quite acutely. The inattention and
non-constructive policies that have been and are currently being shown to them can
become a real catastrophe, destroying the economy, education, and culture. Now,
let’s present an analysis of the statistical variables of the demographic problems of
the RA in the context of the research topic.

PERMANENT POPULATION INDICATORS
(thsd.persons)
2024 year FrEY >
v 2991.2
2023 vyear G154 |
ye 297571
2022 year e
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] S0 1000 1500 2000 2500 3000 2500
2018 year 2021 year 2022 year 2023 year 2024 year
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& Men 1408.2 1398.1 1397.2 1405.3 1413.5
W Total, as of the beginning of) 55 5 2963.3 2961.4 2977.1 2991.2
the year
Diagram 1

“PERMANENT POPULATION INDICATORS” The diagram shows that at the
beginning of 2018, the population of RA was 2972.7 thousand people, of which
47.4% were men and 52.6% were women.

In 2021, the picture changes slightly, and the number of men decreases by
47.1%, while the number of women steadily increases by 52.8%.

During 2022 and 2024, the population figures continue to decrease, making
47.2% for men and 52.7% for women, respectively.

Summarizing the obtained data, from 2018 to 2024, the number of men
decreased by 0.2%, while the number of women increased by 0.1%,.
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CRUDE BIRTH RATES BY URBAN AND RURAL
POPULATION (THSD.PERSONS)

W Total ®Urban ™ Hura

2018 YEAR 021 YEAR INDZ2YEAR 2023YEAR

Diagram 2

“CRUDE BIRTH RATES BY URBAN AND RURAL POPULATION” It is clear
from the diagram that in 2018, the city population was 12.3 thousand, and the rural
population was 11.5 thousand.

In 2021, the indicator increased by 0.1 for the city, making 12.1 thousand; for
the village, it remained unchanged at 12.9 thousand.

In 2022, there is an increase in the index by 0.1, making 15.6 thousand for
the city and 10.4 thousand for the village.

From the analysis, it becomes clear that from 2018 to 2023, the number of
urban population decreased by 2.2, and in rural communities has increased by 3.9.

The most clear characteristic of the birth rate is the size of the total birth rate,
the decline of which was accompanied by a sharp decrease in the annual number
of births.

The rapid decline in the absolute number of births was determined solely
by the decrease in the intensity of birth of the population of reproductive age, as
a result of which an increase in the average age of the mother at the time of the
child’s birth was recorded.

Current limits of birth rates and trends in the decrease of the annual number
of births give reason to assume that shortly, the Republic of Armenia will most
likely hardly manage to avoid a new wave of reduction in the natural reproduction
of the population, as the reproductive age enters the second half of the 1990s and
2000s—the non-numerous generation born at the beginning of the 19th century.
Here, we must also take into account the fact that the war of 2020 claimed the lives
of thousands of young people of the current reproductive age. By recording this,
we can predict a downward birth rate trend in the coming years.
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MEAN AGE OF WOMEN AT CHILDBIRTH (Year)

26.1
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2018 year
27.3
12 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

m Mean age of women at first childbirth = Rural mUrban = Total

Diagram 3

“MEAN AGE OF WOMEN AT CHILDBIRTH” it is clear from the chart that in
2018, the average age of motherhood among RA female citizens was set at 27.3, and
in the same year, the age of first motherhood was set at 25.1.

In 2021, the average age of motherhood was set at 25.7, and the age of first
motherhood also increased to 284.

In 2022, the average age to become a mother was set at 28.7, and the age to
become a mother for the first time was 25.9. Moreover, the age of motherhood in
the city is higher, 29.6, than in rural communities, 27.7.

From 2018 to 2023, the average age of motherhood increased by 1.2 year, and
the age of first motherhood by 1. This is due to several socio-economic circumstances
that directly affect the construction of this indicator.

It should be noted that the Europeanization of Armenian society is taking
place, as a result of which people’s value orientations and lifestyle are changing,
which in turn lead to a reduction in the birth rate and a decrease in the number of
births. In parallel, the desire to create a career is growing among women.

Recorded demographic changes and development trends have left an adequate
and negative impact on the birth rate among the population in the country, whose
coefficients are decreasing year by year.
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CRUDE DEATH RATES (per 1 000 population)
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Diagram 4

“CRUDE DEATH RATES” The chart shows that judging by the development
of the absolute number of dead and the overall mortality rate, the stability of
the population mortality in the Republic of Armenia has been disrupted and a
pronounced trend of mortality growth has formed.

If in 2018, when the index of permanent population was only 2986.1 thousand,
9.1 deaths per 1000 inhabitants were recorded.

It should be noted that in 2021, the overall mortality rate decreased to 8.7
per 1000 inhabitants.

In the context of the increase in the number of deaths registered in the
republic, the number of deaths due to diseases of the circulatory system, neoplasms,
digestive organs, and infectious and parasitic diseases that cause premature deaths
remains problematic.

In 2022, that indicator was set at 9, and in 2023 at 8.2.

This increase in the index is largely due to the prevailing epidemic and war
in the country.

The given numbers, however, do not give sufficient grounds to speak that
the index may improve shortly because, when calculated using the estimates of
the current census of the permanent population, these indices do not reflect the
actual state of affairs.
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LIFE EXPECTANCY AT BIRTH
(Year)

2023 year

2022 year

2021 year

2018 year
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208year | 2021 year | 2022 year 2023 year
= Total, as of the beginning of 759 724 751 777
the year
E Men 724 67.4 714 741
| B Women 78 77.4 783 a1
Diagram 5

“LIFE EXPECTANCY AT BIRTH” The diagram shows that the coefficient among
women is relatively higher than among men. Most likely, this is related to the most
common harmful habits among men, as well as the high mortality of people from
external causes, including:

+ reduction of deaths due to traffic accidents and other external causes,

« prevention of cardiovascular and other diseases with a high mortality rate,

+ reduction of mortality and injuries from work accidents and occupational

diseases, etc.,

» reduction of deaths due to traffic accidents and other external causes,

« prevention of cardiovascular and other diseases with a high mortality rate,

+ reduction of mortality and injuries from work accidents and occupational

diseases, etc.,
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MARRIAGES AND DIVORCES
{per 1 000 population)

25000
0000
15000
10000
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0
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Diagram 6

The extraordinary realities prevailing in RA directly impact the marriage
and divorce rates. In the conditions of insufficient availability of socio-economic,
domestic and other factors, the absolute and relative sizes of marriages decreased
significantly. As with births, the number of marriages also plummeted.

Thus, in 2018, 14,822 marriages were registered, and in 2023, the lowest
number of marriages was recorded - 16,330. It becomes clear that from 2018 to 2021,
the difference in the number of registered marriages was 1508 thousand.

The reduction in the number of marriages is largely a socio-economic
arrangement, where material, housing, and living conditions are considered, which
leads to the postponement of marriages or their refusal.

It should be noted that, according to the summary data of the RA National
Statistical Service, in 2017, as of January 1, the number of male representatives aged
20-49 was 621,000, while the number of women of reproductive age, 15-49, was
around 765,000. That is, there is a substantial discrepancy between the number
of women and men of marriageable age, around 145,000. This is also evidenced by
the 2011 census in the republic, according to which the number of never-married
women is around 321,000, of which 171,000 are women of reproductive age.

It should be noted that the socio-economic reasons for reducing the number
of marriages later become the reason for divorces. In 2017, 3940 thousand divorces
took place among 15,214,000 newly formed married couples in the Republic of
Armenia.

The “MARRIAGES AND DIVORCES” graph gives statistical data on marriages
and divorces.
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MEAN AGE AT MARRIAGE (vear)

2023 year
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B Women 257 28,7 289 29.6
E Men 313 324 327 335
Diagram 7

“MEAN AGE AT MARRIAGE” from the study of the chart, it becomes clear
that the average age of marriage is relatively higher among men.

In 2018, there was an increase in the index, making 27.7 for women and 31.3
for men.

In 2021, the index registered a relative increase, being set at 28.7 for women,
and 32.4 for men.

Comparing 2022 and 2023 among the set indicators, it becomes clear that the
average age of marriage among women has increased by 0.7 and among men by 0.8.

An important indicator is also the divorce index or the share of divorces
in marriages in a given year, which recorded an increasing trend and in 2019
increased to 24.9%, almost doubling, which definitely has a negative impact on the
demographic situation.

Migration plays a destructive role in family ties. This happens even when
migrating families. families in the new environment do not feel the support of
relatives and friends, resulting in stress and divorce.

The general trend of marriage in recent years is an increase in the age of brides
and grooms at the conclusion of first marriages, which is clearly demonstrated by
the “aging of marriage”.

Summarizing the secondary analysis of the statistical data, we can record the
fact that due to the chronological coincidence of the heavy socio-political realities
unfolded in the 21st century, in particular, the economic crisis, the epidemic and the
war, the normal course of socio-economic development of the Republic of Armenia
that lasted more than half a century was interrupted.

It is evident that because of all this, the demographic situation of the Republic
of Armenia underwent significant changes. The result of the changes was that
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the birth rate began to decline rapidly, the death rate increased, the average life
expectancy decreased, the system of marital and family values was undermined, the
foundations of the traditional Armenian family were undermined, divorces increased,
marriages decreased, the rate of natural population growth decreased, and a part of
the population became poor.

As a result of many socio-demographic factors, the sex-age proportions of the
population changed, and the population began to age rapidly. In other words, the
demographic situation of the Republic of Armenia has also changed significantly,
which has become a serious threat to our state and national security. It should be
taken into account that the results of the demographic policy are not immediately
visible and require long-term observations and actions.

It was also noted that the growth and development of the permanent
population of RA is greatly influenced by the uncontrollable growth of the migration
flow, which leads to reproductive sex-age mismatch.

Conclusion

Thus, analyzing this work and the results of the research related to it, it can
be concluded that today, the Armenian society is facing a demographic disaster.

Extraordinary realities have a direct impact on statistical data indicators. The
impact of material, housing, domestic and other factors significantly reduces the
absolute and relative stability of the presented indicators, and in that context, the
natural movement of the population is emphasized, which continues to be the main
issue of demographic research, and we can say that the ageing of the population in
RA, the outflow of the working population, the consequences of the lack of workers
and the breakdown of the traditional family are now more acute than ever.

The rapid growth of the world’s population is associated with great
anthropogenic pressures on the environment, climate change problems, depletion
of natural resources, food shortages and other circumstances. The cause of all these
difficulties is not only population growth, but its non-constructive solution.

Returning to our reality, let’s note that the analysis of demographic processes
makes it possible to outline possible scenarios for the future development of our
country, while statistics, in turn, only allow us to build an objective picture to
show what is happening in the world. However, demographic processes require a
special methodology, and the approach should be comprehensive, differentiated
and consistent. In this context, we can consider the sharp decline in the birth rate.
Today, the fertility index in Armenia is only 1.6. Most likely, with such an indicator,
the country’s population will decrease by half within 70 years, as a result of which
our population will decrease by about 1.5 million at the end of the 21st century.

Research has repeatedly shown that a large number of young families are
having fewer children today than years ago, and there is also a serious problem of
infertility affecting both women and men. All this causes demographic problems.

Summarizing the general results, it should be noted that all measures to
overcome the demographic crisis, despite a certain positive effect, cannot radically
change the demographic situation prevailing in the country, which in turn requires
the introduction of a number of comprehensive, targeted legislative measures and
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continuous monitoring.

It became clear that the decent quality of life of people can be the basis
for improving population reproduction, because the current demographic situation
requires the intervention of both state and public institutions. In this context,
the hypothesis put forward that the main reason for the migration of RA citizens
is socio-economic instability was confirmed. As a result of the expert survey, the
experts interviewed repeatedly mentioned the role and importance of this factor.

Referring to the possible ways of increasing the effectiveness of the
implemented demographic policy, the “active broad information campaign”, which
will be aimed at improving the quality of life of families with children, will, in turn,
increase the effectiveness of the implemented measures and show the active positive
attitude of the authorities in the field of solving and supporting family problems,
which of course, it forms a favourable public opinion.

As a result of the research, proposals for improving the state policy aimed at
increasing the demographic indicators were formed.

In order to improve the demographic situation, we suggest:

1. To formulate and develop new approaches to the settlement of demographic
problems, in particular, to develop a unified strategy, including the mechanisms for
the settlement of health care, migration, birth rate, mortality, marriage and divorce
problems.

2. Partial proposals are as follows:

« Create a council of independent experts who will develop a demographic

policy.

« Collection of divorce taxes, moreover, the more frequent the divorces,

the higher the tax levied.

« Collection of childlessness tax.

« Providing money to encourage the marriage of young couples; moreover,

the older the couple gets married, the smaller the incentive amount.

« Provision of social housing for young families.

« Activation of housing support programs for young families.

+ Increase in birth allowance for the first child.

« Implementation of measures aimed at promoting immigration, in particular,

creating jobs, raising wages, improving education and quality of life.

- Implementation of perspective-building and foreign experience localization

programs among young people.

» Implementation of legal awareness-raising measures among the uneducated

population.

normal conclusiona petk

To summarize the work, we can note that the proposals presented below have
been largely developed, taking into account the negative change in demographic
data.
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