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ABSTRACT

While prophecy constitutes the most important part of the Bible, it has been, in our
opinion, its least analyzed subject. The interpretation of the prophecies has produced the
most extensive works in the Christian tradition. While the messages of the prophets have
been analyzed in detail, the phenomenon of “prophesy” itself has received little attention.
This study presents a brief but innovative approach to the subject of prophecy and its types.
An approach from the Jewish tradition handed down from the Middle Ages to the present
day is taken and only a summary is presented, while a new diversification is proposed with
a different approach.

In the first part of this study some studies from the Jewish and Armenian traditions
about the types of prophesy are given with examples and examples of diversification are
presented.

In the second part, the subject of Practical Types of Prophecy, which is our
proposition, is discussed and it is explained which types of prophecies should be examined.
In conclusion we summarized our purpose and the main parts of the study.

Key words and expressions: Prophecy, ITypes of Prophecy, Practical Types of

Prophecy, Prophet, New Testament, Old Testament, Armenian tradition, Jewish tradition.

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this study is to study the types of prophecy as a proposition, which
have been little analyzed.

In this study, we thought it appropriate to deal with a subject that we think is very
little studied. In fact, we thought it was necessary to approach the phenomenon of

prophesy, which is an extremely broad subject, from the perspective of the types of
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prophesies and to offer a new perspective and propositions.

Recognizing from pastoral experience that the wrong approach to the structure of
prophecies creates a false spirituality in Bible readers, we suggest that this study is of vital
importance.

This study is essentially a proposition. It is a preliminary call for the future work, and
especially a preliminary study for the proper understanding and handling of the prophecies

of the New Testament later on.

METHODOLOGY

When drafting the article, we are guided by historical research and comparative
analysis methods, by researching and analyzing existing material, published sources and
studies.

TYPES OF PROPHECY !

In the Bible we see various prophecies and ways of divine revelation. Before we make
our suggestions about the types of prophecy, we would like to show a few classification
approaches.

In his vast work Dalalat al-Hairin, Moshe Bin Meimon (Meymonides) classifies
prophecies into twelve levels. We present a summary based on his work to convey an idea
of the Jewish mindset. Giving broad explanations, he classifies the levels of prophecy from
the smallest to the greatest.

i. A divine help. This is the experience of Israeli judges or others (Judges 2:18, 1
Chronicles 12:18)2.

ii.  To have wisdom and the ability to speak with divine help. The person feels that a
new power has come to him and starts speaking through the Holy Spirit. This is how
David wrote the psalms, and Solomon authored his books. This is how the books of
Daniel, Job, and Kings were written. Also, the seventy judges chosen by Moses

received wisdom from that same power.

! We do not mean the types of interpretation here. An extensive study of schools and approaches of
interpretation can be found in Buzand Yeghiayan's book (Yeghiayan B., 1976).
2 The original examples found in the article are taken from the Bible.
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Moshe Bin Meimon considers these two levels to be degrees leading to prophecy,
but a person of this level cannot yet be officially called a prophet.

iii.  The lowest level of prophecy is observed in this category. This is the experience of
the prophets when, ‘the word of the LORD came to...” An example of this prophecy
is the experience of the prophet Zechariah (Zech. 1: 1).

iv.  Thislevel is hearing a word in a dream. This is the experience that Samuel had when
he first heard the experience of his first revelation. (I. Samuel 3+, 4%, 6% & 8%
chapters).

v. In a dream, talking to a prophet is the fifth level. Here we see the experience of
Ezekiel (Ezek. 40: 4).

vi.  Talking to an angel in a dream is the sixth level. The experience of many prophets
corresponds to this level. This is the dream of Jacob (Genesis 31.11).

vii.  Speaking to a prophet of God in a dream is the seventh level. This is the experience
of the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 6: 1 & 7) and the experience of the prophet Micah (1
Kings 2:19).

viii.  The eighth level is when the prophet sees "something" in a vision, just as Abraham
saw a firebox being passed through the "smoke of the furnace and the radiance of
fire" (Genesis 17:17).

ix.  Atthe next level, the prophet hears a word in a vision. This is another experience of
Abraham (Gen. 17: 4).

x. Inavision, speaking to a prophet is the tenth level. This is the experience of Joshua
(Josh. 5:13).

xi. Ina vision, speaking to an angel is considered the highest level of prophecy. This is
the experience of Abraham when he would sacrifice Isaac (Gen. 12:15).

xii.  And above all other levels there is only one person. This is seen in the privilege or
special level reserved for Moses when God appears in a vision to the prophet and
speaks to him personally (Exodus 17:22).

It should be noted that Moshe Bin Meimon did not limit any prophet to just one level,

but as we see in experiences 8%, 9", and 11, a prophet may have various levels of experience
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(Maimonides M., 1904).

About communicating with God, based on the teachings of St. Gregory of Tatev,
Hagop Kyoseian defines three levels of knowledge of God. “First to the hearers, second to
the wise, third to the visible "based on Isaiah 21: 26. He concludes as follows: “Fach of these
points to a particular way and level of knowing God. Such a sequence of sensory and
cognitive abilities to some extent presupposes the upward development of cognition
(audible, knowledge, visible). ... Knowledge of God, therefore, requires the harmonious
cooperation of the senses and the mind.” The author discuses about the levels of knowing
God St. (Gregory of Tatev, 2008).

PRACTICAL TYPES OF PROPHECY

We now present another approach to Old Testament prophecy and its classification
according to its purposes. In other words, what did God want to do through that prophecy
or revelation, what was his purpose? In our opinion, making these distinctions in the study
of prophecies is crucial for a direct approach to the interpretation of Scriptures and for the
accurate explanation. It is also more important to clarify the purpose of Messianic
prophecies, since many of the prophecies interpreted in the New Testament about the
person of Christ have an entirely different purpose in the context of the Old Testament. In
our explanations, we will use scriptures that are some examples and are not a comprehensive
study.

o Legislation
Through these prophecies, God establishes the Law (most of the books of Exodus, Leviticus,
and 2 Deuteronomy), the Ten Commandments (Exodus 1: 1-17), the moral laws (Exodus
chapters 1%, 274, 3+d), and the ritual (Exodus chapters 17® - 30%).) rules, etc. Most of the
messages of Moses must be contained in this section, and no other prophet can be included
in this section.

o Self-revelation
This is the prophecy where God reveals His inaccessible nature, in the measure and in the
form that He finds convenient. He reveals Himself in the form of a man to Abraham (Gen.

17: 1-15), to Jacob (Gen. 25: 25-30); speaking face to face with Moses (Exodus 10:10) and
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showing his back to him (Exodus 33:23); in the form of an angel to others (Judges 2: 1-2);
to Isaiah and Ezekiel in the form of a man on the throne in great glory and power (Isa. 6: 1,
Ezekiel 1:26); to Daniel on the throne as a judge (Dan. 5: 9-10) and many others. In this
way, God manifests His glory and identity within the bounds of human capacity (the
greatest example of this self-revelation is the humanity of the Word of God, Jesus Christ,
and the revelation of the Most Holy Trinity at the time of Baptism).
o Warning or rebuke
Through such prophecies, God rebukes, corrects peoples, cities, countries, nations, kings,
prophets, priests, and individuals calling them to repentance. The most famous example is
the book of the Prophet Jonah, especially verse 3: 4, where punishment is announced. In
Isaiah chapter 24 the whole nation is rebuked. Isaiah chapters 16 - 21¢ is sent to various
cities to rebuke them. A person is warned in Isaiah 2: 15-25 and in Amos 5: 13-17 the
lifestyle of the priests is condemned in chapter 28:7-10. The book of Jeremiah especially
chapters 274 -11" are full of prophesies of punishment, reprimand, and warning. The first
six chapters of the book of Amos are a complete rebuke. This form of prophecy was the
most dangerous and the most painful form for the prophet. It was dangerous because
prophets were in danger of being killed, being imprisoned, deported, and were faced with
all kinds of hardships. For this very reason God prepared the prophets to be courageous in
the face of their adversaries. He warns them: Isaiah (chapter 6%), Jeremiah (Jer. 1: 4-10),
Ezekiel (Ezek. chapter 3), rebukes and even punishes Jonah (chapters 1: 1, 2), and Balaam
(Numbers chapter 27). It was also painful as the prophet saw the coming punishment. Or,
just like Jonah, they would become enraged when punishment was lifted from Israel's
enemies. One of the most painful events is the experience of Elisha (2 Kings 11: 13-13).
o Message

This is the form of prophecy through which God conveys a message to the people to
encourage, to give hope, to convey a new vision, and to show them the right way. These
prophecies also contained promises. When a person obeyed the message, was blessed, and
found good. Otherwise, would suffer great damage. Through these prophecies the people

were educated, guided, and invited to change their behavior. One of the best examples is
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Deut.27 where God shows the "way" of blessing and curse. The word of Joshua (Josh. 24: 2-
13), most of the chapters 40" - 627¢ of book of Isaiah, the visions and the messages recorded
in the first six chapters of the book of the Zechariah, should be considered in this category.
We see more of such prophecies in the prophets and in the historical books.

o Leadership
This is the prophecy where God leads a people, a group, and an individual. Leaders often
sought divine guidance before making decisions. Sometimes God himself intervened and
showed a direction. We find particularly good examples in the following: in each case,
Moses was guided by God in specific ways and revelations. During the Ten Plagues and the
Exodus, God guided Moses and the people of Israel step by step (Exodus 17-14). He also led
them on a journey through the desert with a pillar of cloud and fire. Joshua was guided
during battles and the conquest of the Promised Land (Josh. 3: 7-8, 4: 1-3; chapter 6%, 8: 1-
26).
In the same way, God also led the judges through prophecy: He led Barak through Deborah,
(Jud. 4.6-7); Gideon through an angel (Jud.6.12-19); Samuel for the anointing of David (1
Sam. 16: 1-13), David on various occasions (through Ephod, 1 Sam.30. 8-9, directly 2 Sam.
2:1,5.19, through prophets 2. Sam.7:4, 12:25) etc.

o Foretelling
This is the form of prophecy where God foretold would happen in the future. This could be
a plague, or the interpretation of a dream, or accidents that would happen in the future.
This kind of prophecy is found in the Bible everywhere. The most prominent prophecies
are the book of Daniel (Dan. chapters 7% and 8"), the commentaries of Joseph and Daniel
(Gen. 10: 1-36; Dan. 2.24-49), the statement of Elijah (1 Kings 17: 1) and many others.

o Messianic Revelation
This is the form of prophecy that has been interpreted in connection with Christ. These
prophecies should be divided into two groups:
- Explicit prophecies, such as the prophecy concerning the birthplace of Christ. This
prophecy was so well known that it made clear the hometown during the visit of the magi.

The priests, and teachers of the Law knew exactly the place through prophesy.
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* Prophecies that become known when they were fulfilled and only then it became clear
that this was also spoken of Christ. Such prophecies are especially some of the prophecies
quoted in the Gospels, which are interpreted by the four Evangelists.
So, we have suggested types of prophecy here. When there is a need for interpretation and
the ability to interpret it rightly, we need to know what kind of prophecy it is. This becomes
especially important when the prophecy is interpreted in the New Testament. If a prophecy
legislates, it requires a different interpretation and approach, and if it is a message given in
time, it requires a different approach. The rebuke and the foretelling, the message and the
legislation must be differentiated and acquired in separate ways. Confusion leads to
inappropriate practices.

CONCLUSION

In this study, we touched upon the types of prophecies and summarized an example
from the Jewish tradition and a short example from the Armenian tradition. We
summarized the categorization of prophecy in a famous work, the work of Maimonides
(1138-1204). In this work, Maimonides made a huge study of the Jewish belief system and
published it in this work. He received a great deal of criticism in his own time, but at the
same time his work was translated into many languages. We have used his translation “7he
Guide For The Perplexed, Translated from The Original Arabic Text” in this study. The
work, which consists of an introduction and three main chapters, contains a large corpus.
The first part is divided into 76 chapters, the second part into 48 chapters and the third part
into 54 chapters. In the work, which deals with many topics in the style of an Aristotelian
philosopher, the second part, which we have quoted from, has 45 chapters, and the
following chapters deal with the subject of prophecy from different perspectives.
We have also included the only example we could find in the Armenian language, from the
foreword by Hagop Kyoseyan in the book St. Gregory of Tatev, Commentary on Prophesies
of Isaiah’.

In the last section, Practical Types of Prophecy, we again present a completely original
work. In this chapter, we have taken the prophecy as 7 Types and made propositions and

divided them into types of prophecies and gathered them under seven main headings:
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Legislation, Self-revelation, Warning or rebuke, Message, Leadership, Foretelling,
Messianic Revelation. We would like to emphasize that this section is entirely a proposition
Naturally, we are presenting a work that is open to all criticism, changes, and
improvements. Our greatest hope is that this chapter will be taken up and developed by
scholars interested in this subject and, if possible, become the subject of thesis studies.

We hope that this study will pave the way for an innovative approach to prophecies.
We aim to encourage the new generation of theologians to work on this subject and to

develop this study as to make more comprehensive researches and arrangements.
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Sppuwn Ut Lwhwiug Nigniibub
Uwpquptmphiuubpm mkuwlibpp. Unpupuljut donkgmd dp
Udthnthnid

FPwiugh punkp b wpnuyuynniphibblbp. Jupquplbnyehils, dwupgquplnipbub
wbuwlakp, vupquplniplbul gnpétwlul nkuwlabp, dupqupk, Unp Qunwlupud,
Zhl Qunulupui:

Ot dwpqupkniphiip Uunniwbswyonitish wdktwlwpbinp dwut E, vwluyl,
dbp  Jupbhpny, bGnws E  wdbkuwphy Jbpnidniws phdwbbptn  dbyp:
Uwpquptniphtbbpne dbjuniphiup viniws £ pphunntibwljut wiwbnmptwt
wdbwpinupdwl woliwwnniphiuubpp:  Uhty  dwpqupkubpnt yuunqudubpp
dwbpwdwubopkt Jhpnibniwé &, «dwpqupkniphity qunuthwpp hupuhtt phy
nwunpnipbwt wpdwutugws b Uju niunidbwuhpniphiup Yp tbpuyugul jups,
puyg inpupupufui donkgnd dwpqupknipht phdughtt bt winp nkuwlubpn:
Uhetuwnwnktu dhtgk dkp optipp thnjuwigniws hpkwjwt wiwbnniphiuk donbgnid
up Yp tphuyugm b withnt Gepyny: Ugw §'wewgupymh bnp nkuwlunnpood wy
downbtgdwup:

Uju  nuunidtwuhpmpbwtt woweohtt pwduhtt by wipniws L npny
niuntdtwuhpniphiutbp hptuut ¢} huyjuljut uwunniphirutbpk
dwpquptnipbwt nbuwlubpne Jkpupkpbwy] ophtwlubpnd U tkplujugniws L
wnbuwljubkpnt ophtiwmljubip:

Eplypnpn  puwdupt  dbp  Yp  pllbwplnih  dwpquptmptwb - gnpstwfub
wbuwlubpp, np Ukp wpwowpyniphiut | b Yp pugunph, ph dupquptniphiubbpne
htis nbuwljutipnt pudubinyg wykwp k putntht:

Gqputhuyniptmt kg  dkup  wdthnthbghup Jbp  bywuwlp b

niuntdtwuhpnipbwt hhdtwlwt dwubpp:
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IIporouepeit Tpmar YsyHnau
Bugsr IIpopouecTs: UHHOBaIlMOHHBIH ITOAXOL,
3aKIo4eHue

Krrovesrre cmosa u Beipaxenwnd: IlpopodecTBO, BUABI IIPOPOYECTB, IIPAaKTHYECKHe
BUBI IpOpouecTB, Ipopok, HoBerit 3aBer, Berxwuit 3aBeT, eBpeiicKas TpafUIus.

HecmoTps Ha TO, 4TO ITpOpOYeCTBa COCTABJIAIOT BasKHeNIIyIo yacTs bubauu, onu, Ha
Halll B3TJIAJ, ABIAIOTCA ee HauMeHee H3yYeHHONH TeMoii. ToJKOBaHHMIO IIPOpOYeCTB
IIOCBAILIEHBI Hanbosiee oOmMpHBIE pabOTHl B XPUCTHAHCKOHM Tpasuuuu. B To BpeMs Kak
IIOCJIAHWA IIPOPOKOB IIOAPOOHO aHAIMU3UPOBATIUCH, caMoMy (eHOMeHy "mpopodecTsa”
yAenasoch MajJo BHHMaHUA. B fJaHHOM wHcclefoBaHMM TIpefiCTaBlIeH KpaTKUM, HO
HOBAaTOPCKMI IOAXOJ K TeMe IIPOpPOYecTBa M ero TUIIOB. B3AT moaxon u3 mygmeiicKou
TPAafUILAY, IIepelaBaeMON OT CpefHEeBeKOBbS O HAIIUX IHeH, W IpeACTaBIeHO JIHIIb
KpaTKoe H3JIOKeHWe, B TO BpeMs KaK IIpeJjIo)KeHa HOBasf AWBepCUUKAIVA C WHBIM
ITO/IXOJIOM.

B nmepBoii yacTu uccieoBaHKUA IPUBOJATCA HEKOTOPBIE NCCIeL0BaHU U3 eBPelCKOM
M apMAHCKOM TpafuIIMii O THUIIAX IIPOpPOYecTBa C IIPUMepaMH, a TaKXe IIPUMephl
IvBepCcU(PUKaLIH.

Bo BrOpOii 4acTu 00CyXZAaeTca TeMa IPAaKTUYeCKUX THUIIOB IIPOPOYECTBA, KOTOpas
SABJIAETCA HAllMIM IIPpEAJIOKEHUNEM, U O6'B$ICHH€TC5I, KaKHe THIIBI IIPOPOYECTB AOJI>KHBI 6BITL
PacCMOTpPEeHBHL.

B 3axIiouentie Mbl II0ABEJIN UTOT Harnrei ey 1 OCHOBHBIX qacTeit HCCIeJOBaHUA.

Sppuwn U, Lwhwiwy Mgmubwbh - BN2 Uundubwpwinipjut wljnijntunh,
wunjudwpwinipjut b Zwy Blbnkgnt wwwdnipjut wdphnth  wuwyhpwbwn:
Qhunwlut htnwppppmpnibkpp Uundudwonits, wun]wswpubnipenil, Unipp
Qpuyhtt  dbjunipjnit: Zknhtwl b omipg 15 hnndwsh br Epynt  qpph:

duzunvan@gmail.com
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