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AGRICULTURE OF ARTSAKH: HISTORICAL OVERVIEW
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Introduction. Agriculture was one of the strategically important sectors of the
Artsakh economy. It was not accidental: firstly, during the Soviet period, the economy
of Nagorno-Karabakh was agrarian-oriented and was the raw material supplier of
Azerbaijan for nearly 70 years, secondly, the natural conditions of Artsakh were and are
favorable for the development of agriculture. The rich agro-biodiversity of Artsakh is
notable for wild legumes, edible plants, and a large number of various plants and
animals. Artsakh is rich in water resources, the soil is quite fertile. Agricultural lands
make up about 30% of the world's land fund, 48.9% in the case of Artsakh. Of the total
1180.3 thousand hectares of land areas of Artsakh (as of 01.07.2020), 30.7% were
pastures, and 11.4% were arable lands. At the same time, arable lands made up 23.2% of
agricultural lands, and orchards - only 1.3%!.

According to the data of the last Soviet census in 1989, the rural population in
Artsakh was 48.3% of the total. This was significantly different from the indicator of
1926 (the initial period of Sovietization), when Nagorno-Karabakh was a predominantly
agrarian country, and 93.4% of the population was concentrated in rural areas. As of
January 1, 2020, before the war that shook the existence of Artsakh, the rural population
made up 43.0% of the total population, the indicator registered a steady downward
trend due to the increase in urbanization?. This phenomenon deepened especially due to
the territorial losses that resulted from "the 44-day" Artsakh war when the residents of
the rural areas of Hadrut, Shushi, Shahumyan, and Kashatagh regions were forcibly
accommodated in the capital's hotels and uninhabited apartments.

During the period of independence, agriculture was always the focus of attention of
the country's government, and the budgetary injections in the sector were quite large.
However, agriculture provided only 6.5% of the GDP (according to 2022 data), while in
1999 it provided 29.4%, and in 2000 it provided 30.3%3

In 2022, 85.5% of the gross agricultural product was provided by farms, including
90.3% in the case of animal husbandry. Compared to the contribution to the value
added, the sector's participation in providing employment was high (12.1% of the
employed)*.

Statistical Yearbook of the Republic of Artsakh, 2022, page 265.

Demographic collection of the National Statistical Committee of the Republic of Artsakh, 2022, page 10.
Minasyan M., The strategy of economic reforms in NKR, PhD thesis, 2002, p.118

Statistical Yearbook of the Republic of Artsakh, 2022, page 70
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Therefore, there is a need to give a historical overview of the achievements in the
field of agriculture, which determines the relevance of the research topic. The purpose
of the article is to present the history of the development of agriculture in the Republic
of Artsakh. To achieve that purpose, the following research problems were solved: to
analyze the path of development of the sector, the trend of indicators, to present the
connection of the sector with other sectors of the economy, and to identify the reasons
for the slow growth of the gross agricultural product.

Literature review. Agriculture has always been a subject of study by governments
and the scientific community because of its significance and role. Agricultural products
can not be reproduced or replaced by other products of other industries. Because of that
and rather high risk, in the conditions of the market economy, the system of agriculture
state regulation not only does not lose its importance but is even more improved and
complicated'.

One of the fundamental documents of the agrarian policy in RA is “The Strategy of
the Main Directions Ensuring Economic Development in Agricultural Sector of the
Republic of Armenia for 2020-2030”, approved by the decision of the Government
N1886-L of December 19, 2019. The aforementioned document envisages having a
sustainable developing, innovative, high value added agriculture that cares for natural
resources and is in harmony with the environment, creating ecologically clean products
and guaranteeing the well-being of the people in rural areas. H. Mkrtchyan referred to
the role of agriculture and the main directions of agrarian politics, noting that the class
of landowners was formed as a result of land privatization, which also initiated new
economic relations in the sector?.

The RA Government has a planned structure, that is hard to implement but
important, in its "2023-2025 support for the consolidation of agricultural lands in the
Republic of Armenia" program?. The Artsakh Government approved an annual support
program for agriculture every year, a significant place was allocated to the branch in the
analytical packages of the state budget.

Methodology. Comparative, descriptive, historical-analytical, socio-statistical, and
comparison methods of scientific research were used in the scope of the research.
Research articles of domestic and foreign authors related to the field, and normative
legal acts regulating the field were the information basis for the article.

Analysis. Observing the trend of the gross agricultural output of the Republic of
Artsakh in 1996-2022, it becomes obvious that there was no steady growth in the sector,
a decline in the volume of gross product was observed from time to time, especially the

1 Zakharova G.P., Increasing the effectiveness of state support measures for agricultural producers in times
of crisis, Bulletin of the Kazan State Agrarian University, 2015.N4/38, pp.16-19

2 Mkrtchyan H., Land relations and the main directions of modern agrarian policy in RA, Yerevan, 1997, p.
14

3 https://www.irtek.am/views/act.aspx?aid=117278
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period of prolonged decline of 2018-2021 period. As a result of the observation of
agricultural product indicators for 26 years (in five-year stages), it becomes obvious that
the average growth in the branch in 1996-2000 was 13.3%, in 2001-2006 - 9.0%, in
2007-2011 - 10.3%, in 2017-2021 - the average rate of decline was 14.5%.

The main reason for the decline in the gross agriculture product was the resource
losses resulting from the Artsakh war when the decline in the sector was 21.7% in 2020,
and 51.1% in 2021 (72.2% percent in the horticulture subsector).
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Figure 1. The dynamics of agriculture gross product, 1996-2021!

Since for a long time, the share of horticulture in the gross agricultural product was
significant, the main reason for the fluctuations was, as a rule, unfavorable climatic
conditions and the ineffectiveness of control measures. Although agriculture was
considered a sector of strategic importance in Artsakh, its share in the GDP had
decreased. In 1999-2000, the average share of agriculture in the GDP was about 30%, in
2013-2017 - 13.2%, and already in 2018-2022 - 8.3%?.

The structure of agriculture in each country is determined by local, natural features
and conditions. As a rule, in the structure of agriculture, the animal husbandry section
dominates in highly developed European countries (for example, Germany or
Denmark), as well as in developing countries where there are extensive pastures and the
area of arable land is very small (for example, Mongolia, Sudan, and Ethiopia). In
Artsakh, from 1995 to 2014 (except 2014), the share of horticulture in the gross
agricultural product was large, on average 61.3%, but in 2018-2022 the picture changed
in favor of animal husbandry, which on average accounted for 62.6% of the gross
agricultural product.

1 Statistical yearbooks of Artsakh, statistical collections of the National Statistical Committee of the
Republic of Artsakh

2 Statistical yearbooks of Artsakh, statistical collections of the National Statistical Committee of the
Republic of Artsakh
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It is noteworthy that the reforms made in the sector did not have a significant
impact on the diversification of agricultural products or on changing its structure.
Initially, grain production had the largest share in the gross agricultural product, the
second and third places were shared by meat and milk, since 2017, the share of meat has
increased significantly.
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Figure 2. The structure of gross agricultural product by sub-sectors in Artsakh, (1995-2022)!

Although in recent years Artsakh pomegranates and persimmon enjoyed fame and
were mainly exported, the share of the fruit in agricultural production was very small
(5.7% in 2017-2022).
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Figure 3. The structure of the agriculture gross product according to the main products in Artsakh,
2011-2022!

1 Statistical yearbooks of Artsakh, statistical collections of the National Statistical Committee of the Republic
of Artsakh
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In 2022, compared to 2017, the state support of agriculture in Artsakh increased by
3.2 times? (in the same period in the Republic of Armenia it decreased by 16%)3, and the
gross agricultural product - 1.7 times* (in the Republic of Armenia it increased by 1.6
times)°.

In fact, against the backdrop of allocations from the state budget, the gross
agricultural product in Artsakh grew slowly, especially the picture was unsatisfactory in
terms of qualitative indicators. Table 1 shows that yield indicators remained low, and
not significantly improved by the implemented support programs. Among them,
perhaps, the provision of irrigation water at a subsidized price should be singled out, as
disease and pest control support, the provision of preferential, low-interest loans to
farmers and buyers of agricultural raw materials, the provision of intensive vineyards
and orchards, as well as the construction of "smart farms", state support for the financial
leasing of agricultural machinery, agro-processing equipment, and other measures.

Table 1
The average yield of crops in Artsakh, 2010-2022, centner/ha®
Years | Grain and legumes | Wheat | Potato | Vegetable | Technical crops | Melons
2010 13.0 12.1 83.9 76.7 40.1 170.5
2011 19.2 18.7 97.1 81.4 33.0 324.3
2012 17.7 17.1 100.8 90.2 18.1 335.7
2013 19.1 18.1 110.4 102.0 37.0 353.0
2014 12.7 13.9 84.3 77.2 23.5 262.7
2015 26.4 28.2 60.7 81.5 32.6 171.2
2016 25.2 27.2 80.5 113.7 22.9 217.7
2017 25.5 27.5 83.3 146.1 18.7 293.6
2018 20.0 22.6 72.4 106.1 13.0 365.7
2019 17.3 18.5 50.9 92.9 7.9 233.6
2020 12.5 13.9 40.4 61.1 6.2 203.2
2021 6.8 8.4 29.2 25.7 29.0 102.4
2022 17.4 20.1 55.5 24.4 27.0 179.5

Accurate accounting of agriculture in Artsakh always faced serious limitations, and
after the change of the economic system, the problem became more serious. At first, as a
result of the privatization of land, agricultural machinery, and other production means,

! The agriculture of Artsakh, statistical collections of the National Statistical Committee of the Republic of
Artsakh

2 State Budget Laws of 2007 and 2022 (Artsakh), https://minfin-nkr.am/

3 State Budget Laws of 2007 and 2022 (RA), https://www.gov.am/am/budget/

4 The agriculture of Artsakh, statistical collections of the National Statistical Committee of the Republic of
Artsakh

> Statistical yearbooks of RA, 2008, https://armstat.am/am/?nid=586&year=2008 , Statistical yearbooks of RA,
2023, https://armstat.am/am/?nid=5868&year=2023

6 The agriculture of Artsakh, statistical collections of the National Statistical Committee of the Republic of
Artsakh
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resources were decentralized, then, the rural collective farms formed on the basis of
dissolved collective soviet farms (where centralized accounting was conducted). Finally,
accounting forms and standards that would refer to agriculture were not introduced
(accounting was placed on the leaders of the communities, who did not keep proper
records. The problem of accounting in agriculture exists in many countries, where,
however, various additional tools are used in parallel, for example, in the Republic of
Armenia statistical data are also presented by enumerators who have professional
knowledge and carry out regular observations. In addition, according to the current
legislation, a comprehensive census of agriculture will be carried out for the second time
in 2024 (the first being carried out in 2014). In the case of Artsakh, in 2019, the pilot
phase of the agricultural census was held, which was not followed by the widespread
census due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the war. The non-recognition of the
country, geopolitical tension, closed borders, when the only opportunity connecting the
world was the Republic of Armenia and it was very difficult and expensive for the
peasant to export his products or import means of production negatively affected the
agriculture of Artsakh. It was no accident that the export volumes of agricultural
products and their processing products, except for grain, did not have a significant share
in the product structure of the foreign trade of the Republic of Artsakh. Thus, the
average share of animal husbandry in the export structure of Artshakh in 2017-2022 was
only 2.1%, vegetables - 4.4%, and food products - 3.9%. The successive governments of
Artsakh wanted to develop agriculture for many years, strengthening competitiveness,
especially in terms of exports. However, it should be noted that a significant part of
agricultural products was grown not so much as a product subject to sale, but as a means
of self-sufficiency, that is, the level of commercialization of agricultural products is quite
low. In 2010, the National Statistical Service of Artsakh conducted a sample survey of
the current costs of agricultural production and the sale of agricultural products.

Processing of agricultural products in Artsakh was a strategic issue, however, it did
not get a comprehensive solution for many reasons. There were factories for the
production and storage of alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages, dairy products,
vegetable oil, and bread products, which could not meet the domestic demand.

In developing countries, such as Artsakh, state support programs are mainly aimed
at the development of the sector and provision of infrastructure, while in developed
countries support programs are aimed at environmental protection and ecology. In
Artsakh, agricultural subsidy programs were mainly limited to subsidizing agricultural
loans as well as inputs purchase (seeds, fertilizers, and fuel). It can be argued that the
national policy in the field of agriculture would be bankrupt if agricultural subsidies
took into account the net production costs. The real problem in Artsakh was the high
cost of agricultural production. In developed countries, risk in agriculture is seen as a
more serious political and economic reason for providing subsidies than previously
accepted market failure.
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Table 2

The marketability level of agricultural products in different regions of Artsakh, 2010, %!’

Total | Askeran | Hadrut | Martakert | Martuni | Shahumyan | Shushi |Kashatagh
Grain 57.7 65.4 46.6 75.2 53.3 68.9 41.1 59.9
Legumes 39.7 9.6 8.1 114 0.6 7.6 43.7 60.5
Potato 10.7 7.1 9.0 0.4 12.8 14.4 26.1 17.4
Vegetables 39.9 60.3 12.3 7.2 1.3 23.6 34.1 63.7
Melons 90.0 92.0 87.4 0 23.8 0 0 85.7
Fruits 21.2 51.9 25.6 12.3 15.6 20.6 10.0 18.6
Grape 72.7 54.5 46.8 54.4 77.7 31.2 0 0
Meat 77.8 65.2 82.5 85.7 74.8 78.7 78.6 85.3
Milk 353 36.5 21.0 68.1 14.7 24.9 64.0 25.2
Egg 28.9 38.5 3.3 52.5 18.6 20.2 33.2 27.2
Honey 49.7 38.6 16.0 53.0 66.3 60.6 61.3 46.1

Reforms aimed at the free market economic system in RA started with the

privatization of land. The Republic of Artsakh, having announced systemic changes in

1995, started the process of land privatization in 1998, and that too in the conditions of

serious resistance from the peasant collective farms. As a result of the war, as well as the

mistakes made during privatization, the main agricultural resources were destroyed, and

the cultivated lands, the number of livestock, and the number of agricultural machinery

significantly decreased. The indicators in the tables below show that the cultivated areas

of crops, the number of livestock, and the harvest decreased significantly in the early

period of independence, and then recovered.

Table 3
The comparison of the sown areas of primary crops in Nagorno Karabakh and
the Republic of Artsakh?
Sown areas, ha 1982 1995 2000 2010 2020
Total 67458 | 38653 | 31781 | 51298 | 94175
Grain and legumes 36340 | 32135 | 29274 | 48930 | 80197
Technical crops 430 493 68 109 7665
Potato 1273 1138 1152 966 523
Vegetable 613 639 1023 907 964

! Report of a sample survey of current production costs sales of agricultural products, 2010, the National
Statistical Committee of the Republic of Artsakh

2 The table was compiled by the authors according to the data of Azerbaijan SSR statistical yearbook (1982)
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Table 4
The comparison of the gross product of primary crops in Nagorno Karabakh and

Republic of Artsakh'
Gross product, tonnes 1982 1995 2000 2010 2020
Grain and legumes 68166 | 39066 | 36586 | 63162 | 88961
Technical crops 314 - - 429 1751
Potato 2584 6984 12661 8094 2107
Vegetable 7235 7617 10126 6788 5468
Table 5

The comparison of the livestock in Nagorno Karabakh and the Republic of Artsakh?

1982 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2021
Beef 94813 | 33079 | 34860 | 44589 | 44900 | 54083 | 19639 | 13330
Mutton 302108 | 32590 | 38452 | 41136 | 55894 | 103888 | 27768 | 26776
Pork 76192 | 11908 | 14019 | 20245 | 10375 | 24004 | 9887 17108
Poultry 259795 | 131819 | 170004 | 283145 | 312681 | 386803 | 173480 | 247213
Beehive, unit - - - - 20421 | 31441 | 10501 | 14451

The example of China shows that agriculture under public ownership of land can
rise dramatically if liberal but regulated market mechanisms take root in the agrarian
sector. Here, the state provides financial support in the direction of increasing soil
fertility and crop yield, equipping small farms with new machinery and tools, and
promoting the social development of rural areas. By owning 7% of the world's arable
land, China provides about 20% of the world's agricultural output, and the share of
agriculture in the GDP is about 10%3.

During the independence, the gross agricultural product of the RA increased 7.3
times in nominal terms (from 9692 million AMD in 1996 to 70592 million AMD in
2019)%.

However, the low level of agricultural productivity and efficiency, poorly
developed irrigation infrastructures, the predominance of traditional technologies and
production methods over innovations, small and fragmented land plots, increasing
production costs, difficulties in storing and sales of agricultural products, shortage of
specialists, the difficulties of harvesting without loss created serious problems for the
development of the agriculture. For comparison, on average in 2017-2022, state support

! The table was compiled by the authors according to the data of Azerbaijan SSR statistical yearbook (1982)

2 The table was compiled by the authors according to the data of Azerbaijan SSR statistical yearbook (1982)

3 Concept of agricultural subsidy directions in RA

4 Statistical yearbooks of Artsakh, statistical collections of the National Statistical Committee of the Republic
of Artsakh
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for agriculture made up 4.2% of state budget expenditures in the Republic of Artsakh
and 1.4% in the RA.
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Figure 4. The comparison of the gross agriculture product and state support in RA and the

Republic of Artsakh!

As a result of the ten-month blockade by Azerbaijan (from December 2022 to

September 2023), many issues of food security had intensified, and there was a

realization that those issues had to be solved using new approaches, that traditional

ideas of agricultural development had to be replaced by intersectoral cooperation and

creativity. In particular, it was necessary to lean on:

the use of natural and economic risk management structures, as well as the
promotion of technical armament and digitization,

the use of drones in agriculture,

to the establishment of innovative greenhouses,

to the implementation of effective logistic solutions,

development of urban and data-based agriculture,

the implementation of smart drip irrigation systems,

the introduction of vertical agriculture in Stepanakert, which would provide
excellent solutions for food security, when the crops from the villages did not reach
the capital due to lack of fuel, and none of the newly established greenhouses in the
nearby areas with state support could fully meet the requirements of Stepanakert,
where more than half of the population was concentrated in that city.

Scientific novelty. By studying the main indicators of the agriculture of the

Republic of Artsakh before and during the period of independence, the main failures of

the reforms, the issues in the field of accounting, and the inefficient use of resources

were revealed.

1 State Budget Laws of 2007 and 2022 (Artsakh), https://minfin-nkr.am/, State Budget Laws of 2007 and 2022
(RA), https://www.gov.am/am/budget/
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Conclusions. The main research findings are summarized in the following:
Agriculture in Artsakh, despite the implementation of various measures and
support programs, continued to be in systemic crisis.

Support programs for agriculture and the rural areas were mainly situational, and
uncoordinated, which implied tactical, not strategic solutions.

The socio-demographic characteristics of the rural population were changed, and
the course of normal demographic developments was violated.

During the development of support programs implemented in rural areas,
insufficient attention was paid to the socio-demographic and cultural components
of the rural population.

The privatization of land in Artsakh, unlike the Republic of Armenia, was
implemented late, in 1998, and faced serious resistance. It was remarkable that
nearly ten years later, the Government's attempts aimed at enlarging land and
encouraging cooperation were not successful. One of the reasons was the
behavioral aspect of the issue.

To promote specialization in agriculture, it was necessary to target the subsidy of
the production of products with competitive advantages. It was important to
subsidize a certain part of the costs of rehabilitation and inclusion in the rotation of
land that has not been cultivated for many years and gradually degraded.

The dynamics of the main indicators of the sector prove that the existing resource
potential was not fully realized and used effectively, and the gross agricultural
product did not increase in line with the state budget allocations.
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Uwtn Uwnjbunh Uhtwuyw
Onyghuwp dpnyph Lngwpjut

Zudwrenunwughp. Uujuwhinipjut oppwimid gyninuunbnbunipniip Upgujuh
Zubpuybinmpjut jupwjupnipjut npwunpmipjut jhquijbnnd E dhown bnky,
pujulwt dks Ehu pmigbwnnwghtt ubpupynudubpt nnpunmd, vwluy, JYbpeht
wmwphubphtt {nint wywhnymd Ep ZUU-h stsht dwup: Znpdush wpnphwuljw-
unipyniup wuydwbwynpuws £ Upgwhuh ntnbunipjut hwdwp nwqudupulut
pwbwlnipinit niukgnn {ninh qupqugdwt pupwgph YEpnsnipjudp: Upgwjuh
gniquuninbunipjul Ypu puguuwpwp b wunpunupdt) Epyph sdwtwsdusnipe-
niup, wphtwphwpwunupwlwb jupduwénipiniup, thwl] vwhdwuubpp, bpp wohuwp-
hhtt Juwynn dhwl htwpuwynpmipniip Zuyjwunwih Zwtpuybnmpniut tp b
gniqugnt hwdwp swwn ndqup nt pwtly kp hp wprugpuiptt wpnwhwikp fud
wpununpnipjub dhongubp ubpuniship:

znnjwdh tyuwnwld b ubpuyugut] Upgwjh Zwipuybunipjut wbnk-
unipjull Juplinp &mintphg Ukhh guiquninbunipul, qupqugdui wyundnp-
miup, wpdwbwgpus  gnigwuhoubpp, hhdtwlwt  dbknppipnudubpp:  Zhojuyg
tywwnwlhtt hwutbint hwdwp thnpdk) Gup nhunwpyl] hbknlyw) pughptbkpp. bp-
1nwSk] ninpunh qupqugdwt wugué ninht, gnigwuhoutph swpdptpwgp, ukplu-
juglly &ninh juyp nbnbumput dniu hwmndwsubph hbkwn, pugwhwynt; qnt-
nuuntntunipjut hwdwhiunt wpunwnpuiph nwinun wéh Wuwndwnubpp:

Nuumdtwuhpnipjut pupwugpnid Yhpunyl] o ghnwjut hknwgnunipyut
hudbdwunujut, tjupugpuijul, yundwdbpnswljul, ntnkuwdhduljugpu-
Juwt b hwdwnpiwt depnnubp: Znnpdwsh hwdwp nbknbjundulwt hhdp tu
hwunhuwgt] ninpunht wetsynn b huypktwlw, b wpnwuwhdwyut htnhtwl-
utph qhnwlwt hnpdwstbpp, nppup Jupgquynpnn tnpdunhy hpuduljut
wljnkpp:
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Qhunwljut unpoypp. Munidbwuhpbing U2 gniquunbnbunipjutt npnpunh
dhtish wblwpnipjut oppwth hhdtwlwt gmgmhhghhp]}‘ pugwhwjnybk; Lu
pupbthnjumdubph  hpdtwlwt Awpnnnudubpp, hwydundwt nppumd  Gnws
hauinhpubpp, ntunipuubph wbwpynibwgbn ogunugnpénidp:

Pwiiwh puntp. 3 niquntnbunipjut hwdwhwnt pnquplnud, gniquntnk-
uwjull  wpunwnpuiph  wwypwipwhtt  Juenigwsp, wbwubwpnidnipinil,
pniuwpnidnipinil, ZUU, pinighnnuyhtt hwnljugnid, gimiquuntnbuujut wpnwr-
nuiph wypwpwjunipnil, pippwwnynipni:

CEJIbCKOE XO3SICTBO APLLAXA: UCTOPUYECKUiII OB30P

Manyw MapnectosHa MuHacsaH
LLosunap BpyiiposHa KouapsH

Anoranua. B mepuos He3aBHCHMOCTH CeIBCKOE XO3SHCTBO BCErza HAXOZUJIOCH B
LleHTpe BHHUMAHUA IIpaBUTeNbCTBA PecmyOmmkm Aprax, OO/ KeTHBIe BJIMBAaHUA B
oTpaciab OBUIM [OCTATOYHO OOJBUIMMY, OZHAKO B IIOCIEeJHHUE TONBI OTPaCib
obecneunBasa He3HauuTenpHyoo uacts BBII. AxTyansHOCTH cTaTbu 0OycCIOBIE€HA
aQHAJIM30M IIpPOIlecca Pa3BUTHs OTPACIU, HUMeEIOIed CTpaTerudyecKoe 3HAYeHUe IJIs
SKOHOMUKHM Aplaxa.

HenpusHaHHOCTB CTpPaHbI, T€OIOIUTHYECKAs HANPSKEHHOCTD, 3aKPBIThIe TPAHMUILBI,
xorga PecmyGmnka ApmeHwns Oblia eIMHCTBEHHBIM CIOCOOOM COeZMHEHHUS MHUPA, a
bepMepy ObUIO OYEHBb CJIOKHO M JOPOTO SKCHOPTUPOBATh CBOIO IPOAYKIMIO WU
UMIIOPTHPOBATh CPEJCTBA IIPOM3BOJACTBA, OKA3aIM HETAaTHBHOE BIUSHHE Ha CeIbCKOe
X034#CcTBO ApIiaxa.

Llenp craThB—IIpenCTaBUTh UCTOPUIO PA3BUTHA OAHON M3 BAKHBIX OTpacieit
9KOHOMHUKH PecmyGinku Aprjax—CcenbCKOTO X034#CTBa, 3aUKCHPOBaHHbIE IIOKA3aTeNH,
OCHOBHBIE JOCTIXKeHusA. [Ig [OCTIKEHWS YKa3aHHOHW IeJIM MBI  ITOCTapayCh
PacCMOTpeTh CHEAYIOm¥e BOIPOCHL. IIPOAHATU3UPOBATh IIyTh Pa3BUTUA OTPACIIH,
OUHAMHUKY IIOKa3aTejeil, IIpefCTAaBUTh CBA3b OTPACIH C JAPYTUMHU OTPaC/IAMHU
S5KOHOMUKY, BBISBUTH IIPUYMHBI MEJJIEHHOTO POCTa BAJIOBOTO IIPOJYKTa CEIBCKOTO
XO3AMCTBA.

B xozme uccienoBaHUs MCIIOIB30BAIUCH CPABHUTEIBHBIE, OIIMCATEIbHbIE, UCTOPUKO-
aHWINTUYECKUEe, CTaTUCTUYEeCKHMe U COIOCTaBUTEIbHBIE  METOZBI  HAyYHOTO
nccnenoanua. VHGOPManMOHHOW OCHOBOM CTaThM IIOCHY>KWUIM HAy4YHBIE CTaTbU
OTeYeCTBEHHBIX U 3apyOeXHBIX aBTOPOB IO JAaHHOW 006JaCTH, HOPMAaTHUBHbIE IIPABOBBIE

aKTBI, PeryIUpYIOlue JaHHYIO chepy.
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Hayunaa maemsna. V3ywas ocHOBHBIe IOKaszaTenu arpapHoro cekropa PA mo u B
IIePHOJ, He3aBUCUMOCTH, OBLIN BBIIBJIEHBI OCHOBHBIE HeyZauu pedopM, CYIIeCTBYIOUIHe
po6iieMs! B chepe yuera, HedapPeKTHBHOE HCII0Tb30BAaHKE PECYPCOB.

KimoueBsie cioBa: BasoBas mpozyKius ceIbCKOTO XO3SICTBA, TOBapHAsA CTPYKTypa
CeJTbCKOXO03AMCTBEHHON  TNPOAYKLUMHU, >KHMBOTHOBOZCTBO, pacTeHueBoAcTBo, BBII,
OI0/pKeTHbIe ~ aCCUTHOBAaHMA, TOBAPHOCTh  CEIBCKOXO3AWCTBEHHOW  IPOAYKIIUH,

YPOKaiHOCTb.

AGRICULTURE OF ARTSAKH: HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

Manush Marlest Minasyan
Tsovinar Vruyr Kocharyan

Abstract. During the period of independence, agriculture was always the focus of
the Artsakh government, and the budgetary injections in the sector were quite large,
nevertheless, in recent years, the sector provided a small part of the GDP. The relevance
of the article is determined by the analysis of the development process of the sector with
strategic importance for the Artsakh economy.

The geopolitical tensions, and the closed borders, when the only opportunity to
connect the world was the Republic of Armenia and it was very difficult and expensive
for the farmers to export their products or import production means negatively affected
the agriculture of Artsakh. The purpose of the article is to present the history of the
development, recorded indicators, and main achievements of one of the important
sectors of the economy of the Republic of Artsakh— agriculture. The purpose of the
article is to present the history of the development of agriculture in the Republic of
Artsakh. To achieve that purpose, the following research problems were solved: to
analyze the path of development of the sector, the trend of indicators, to present the
connection of the sector with other sectors of the economy, and to identify the reasons
for the slow growth of the gross agricultural product.

In the scope of the study, comparative, descriptive, historical-analytical, statistical,
and comparative methods of scientific research were implemented. The information
basis of the article was scientific articles of domestic and foreign authors, and legal acts
regulating the sector.

Scientific novelty: By studying the main indicators of Artsakh agriculture before
and during the period of independence, the main failures of the reforms, existing
problems in the field of accounting, and inefficient use of resources were identified.

Keywords: Gross output of agriculture, product structure of agricultural products,
animal husbandry, crop production, GDP, budget allocation, commodity of agricultural
products, yield.
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