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PE3IOME

CpenneBexoBble YeTbr-MuyHeH BKIIIOYAIOT HCTOPUIO BO3HUKHOBEHHMS MPA3JHUAKA
Cs. Kpecra Bapara, koTopslif BHauaje oTMedasics B aBrycTe, aaiee — B (peBpare,
a HaynHast ¢ 19-ro B. oTMeuaetcst B ceHTA0pe. Jlerena coobmaer o coObITHHI, IPOKUC-
LIEALIEM B 7-OM B., KOT/Ia MOJIUTBAMH JIBOMX CBSIIICHHOCIYKUTENEH SBUIACH YacTHLA
JKuBoTBOpsmero kpecta, Hekoraa cupsitanHoro CB. Puricum» u ee copaTHHKaMu
B Ierepe Ha rope Bapar, B BHJie MOIIIHOTO ITOTOKA CBETA, KOTOPBINA pazienuics Ha
12 cTonimoB u yKa3ajl Ha MECTa, Ie JOJKHBI ObIITH OBITH TOCTPOCHBI LICPKBH.

CpaBHEHHE apXeoJOTHYECKUX M ITHOTpa(pUIEeCKUX IaHHBIX C JIETEH0H I10-
3BOJISIET MPEIIONIOKHUTH, UTO 12 CTOJIMOB HEOECHOTO CBETa OTMEUAIH JIPEBHUE
JOXPUCTHAHCKUE CBATUIIMIIA, KOTOPbIE BCE €lIE SBISUIUCH CBATBIMU MECTaMH I1a-
JIOMHHYECTBA, & UCTOPUS — ITO PEMHUHHCIICHITUS cTaporo Muda, n3MeHEeHHas Ha
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XPUCTUAHCKHI MaHep, a TAK)Ke TOJIKOBAHUE, HEOOXOOUMOE [T CAHKIIMOHUPOBAHUS
JOPEBHUX PEIUTHO3HBIX sBIeHNH. OHa 3aMEHMIa IpeXHUe MU(BI WM CKopee co-
CYILECTBOBAJIa OJTHOBPEMEHHO C HUMU M OTpaXkajla Iepexol KylbTra C MECTHOIO Ha
oO0IeHaMOHANBHBIN ypoBeHb. Jlerenaa, koropas ciocoOCTBOBaJIa BOZHUKHOBEHHIO
Mpa3AHMKa U IOCTPOMKE 110 KpaiHeH Mepe TpeX LEPKBEM, HOCUIIA UACH0 HALIMOHAIIb-
HOTI'0O €IMHCTBA BOKPYT ONPEICIICHHOIO IIPEeAMeTa IIOYUTAHUS, TaK YTO MO3AHEE M10]1
nmeneMm CB. Kpecta Bapara 6putr TOCTpOCHBI IIEPKBU HE TOJIBKO B Bacmypakane,
HO U B BocTouHoit Apmenun.

SUMMARY

The medieval Synaxaries include the story of the origin of the feast of Holy Cross
of Varag, which was first celebrated in August, then in February, and since the 19"
century it has been celebrated in September. The story tells of an event that took place
in the 7% century when, through the prayers of two clergymen, a piece of the Life-
Giving Cross, once hidden by St. Hripsime and her companions in a cave on Mount
Varag, appeared in the form of a powerful stream of light that divided into 12 pillars
and pointed to the places where churches were to be built.

Comparison of archaeological and ethnographic data with the legend suggests
that the 12 pillars of heavenly light marked ancient pre-Christian shrines that were
still holy pilgrimage sites, and the story is a reminiscence of an old myth modified in
a Christian manner, as well as an interpretation necessary to substantiate the existing
religious practices. It replaced or rather co-existed with older myths and reflected the
transition of the cult from the local to the national level.

The legend, which contributed to the origin of the feast and construction of at
least three monasteries, carried the idea of national unity around a certain object of
veneration, so that churches under the name of the Holy Cross of Varag were built
later not only in Vaspurakan, but also in Eastern Armenia.






