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“He was a man who
conquered the world
with his eloquence, who
deserved statues for his
reputation, and who was
honest in his behaviour”
(Roman author Libanius,

Parouyr HAYKAZN (Latin: PROHAERESIUS)

Armenian philosopher, rhetorician, expert of Greek

“All Pontic Greeks and
nearby provinces, and, of
course, Armenia among
them, were sending
students to Parouyr, to a
man whom they knew and
who had great eminence

Letter 16).

and reputation among
them. Moreover, groups of
people from Asia Minor,

Egypt and Lebanon, : % ‘
admired by his genius, E '
would turn to Parouyr The first page
whose fame had gained of novell Raffi:

ground everywhere” “Parouyr Haykazn™
(Arshak Alpoyachyan, (1884)

historian).

Parouyr Haykazn was born in 276 in Caesarea (a.k.a. Cappadocia, in Asia Minor) in an Armenian family. He was the
student of famous philosophers Ulpianus in Antioch and Julianus or George of Cappadocia (Athens). After getting his
education, he headed the Chair of Philosophy and Rhetoric at Athens University. Parouyr was the headmaster of the School
of Rhetoric in Athens. He taught Greek and also wrote in Greek. Unfortunately, his works are not preserved. Parouyr
Haykazn died in Rome in 368.

The school of Parouyr Haykazn was well known. Among many of his disciples, we can see his biographer Eunapius,
the future Emperor of Rome — Julian, famous rhetoricians Libanius and Ghevondius, well-known theoreticians of Christi-
anity and philosophers Basil of Caesarea, Gregory of Nyssa, Gregory of Nazianzus and others. The group of his disciples
comprised many Armenians from Cappadocia.

Though Parouyr Haykazn was a Christian, he actively disseminated the traditions of ancient pagan culture and science
through his pedagogical activities and writings.

Parouyr Haykazn was also well-known in Rome, where he was invited as a teacher for the crown prince. His talent of
the invincible rhetorician, Teacher of Rhetoric and Philosophy was highly prised in Paris, as well, from where he would
receive reiterated invitations for public speeches and lectures.

Rome would distinguish the talented Armenian Philosopher’s service in the domain of Ancient Science and education
development. The evidence of this is the bronze statue of Parouyr Haykazn in one of the squares in Rome with the inscrip-
tion that reads “From the queen of cities — Rome, to the king of Eloquence.” (“Rerum regina Roma — regi Eloquentiae™)
erected during his life (See: author Libanius, Letter 278). Vol. 2. Yerevan: Haykakan Hanragitaran Publishing House.;
Melkonyan, M. G. (1984). Hin ashxarhi hr’chakavor Proteresios — Paruyr Haykazn (Famous Prohaeresius of Ancient
World — Parouyr Haykazn, in Armenian). Historical-Philological Journal, 1, 163-170.)

Prohaeresius "argument was so able and so elegant that Anatolius jumped up from his seat, the audience shouted
applause till they burst, and every man there regarded him as a divine being." (Philostratus and Eunapius The lives of the
sophists.With an English translation by Wilmer Cave Wright, Ph.D. Professor of Greek, Bryn Mawr College. London:
William Heinemann; New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons. MCMXXII, p. 505).

The famous Armenian novelist Raffi refers to Parouyr Haykazn’s life in his novel “Parouyr Haykazn” (1884) (the
novel was devoted to his friend, Professor of Brislav University, Andreas Artsruni) and Hayk Khachatryan in the historical
novel “Kertoghahayr” (Master of Writing) (1985). Observing the figures of Movses Khorenatsi (Armenian historian a.k.a.
Moses of Khoren) and Parouyr Haykazn, within the respective time parallel, Raffi opposes cosmopolitanism against patrio-
tism confirming that eternity and immortality of glory are inseparable from the ideas of homeland and national unity.
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