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Armenian philosopher, scholar, legislator, fabulist, priest, educator Mkhitar Gosh was born 
in the city of Gandzak approximately between 1120 and 1130. He was honoured by the follow-
ing Ɵtles: “wise and gentle man”, “proclaimed by doctrinal teaching”, “Great Archimandrite 
(Vardapet)”, “scholarly renowned and wise”. He died in 1213. AŌer his death, the monastery in 
Nor GeƟk (nowadays – Gosh, Tavush Province, Armenia) founded by him was named aŌer him 
– Goshavank (“the monastery of Gosh”).

He is the author of about ten works among which the most significant are the collecƟon of 
“Fables” published in Venice in 1790 and later translated into French, Russian, LaƟn, Polish, and 
Georgian, as well as the Book of Law “Datastanagirk Book of Law of Mkhitar Gosh or Armenian 
Datastanagirk” wriƩen in 1184. “Datastanagirk” that became the main legislaƟon, in its form is 
exclusive in the history of law, as it was created within a stateless society. “Datastanagirk” was a 
genuine landmark in the history of Armenian and internaƟonal law. “Datastanagirk” consists of 
the IntroducƟon and 251 arƟcles. For the first Ɵme, it was used as a mandatory law code in 
Cilician Armenia, later also in Armenian communiƟes in Poland, India, and Georgia.

In the 18th century, in Georgia the regulaƟon of Mkhitar Gosh were used in the rules of King Vakhtang VI in a separate chapter enƟtled 
Armenian Law, and then to the Laws of the Russian Empire. More than 40 laws from “Datastanagirk” are preserved in “Matenadaran” manuscript 
deposit and research insƟtute.

In Vanadzor there is an Armenian-Russian InternaƟonal University named aŌer Mkhitar Gosh. 
Due to the fables by Gosh, the Armenian literature of the 12th century was enriched with folk literature genre, namely, the fable – as a means 

of public speech aimed at praising virtues, mock deficiencies, foolishness and ignorance, and misleading the evil. The CollecƟon includes 190 
fables which are sorted in specific order and grouped up into three main secƟons: Morality, Mythical and CreaƟve. 

The realizer of the publicaƟon acƟvity is Khachatur Abovyan Armenian State
Pedagogical University FoundaƟon
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Statue of Mkhitar Gosh located in Gosh village
 in Tavush Province of Armenia in the territory 
of the monastery complex Goshavank founded 

by Mkhitar Gosh with the support of prince 
Ivaneh Zakaryan.

Religious, educaƟonal and cultural centre Goshavank – 
monastery complex founded by Mkhitar Gosh in 1188.

The monument to Mkhitar Gosh is created in 
1967 by sculptor Ghukas Chubaryan. It is located 

at the square near the Manuscript Deposit-InsƟtute 
“Matenadaran”. The monument is made of basalt, 

the height is 3.5 meters. 

Author’s manuscript, 1184.

Bronze bust of Mkhitar Gosh in 
Yerevan by sculptor-architect 

Ghukas Chubaryan. The following 
quote by Gosh is carved on the 

monument:  “Laws are for Humans – 
not humans are for laws”.

The Statue of Mkhitar Gosh 
(Sculptor – Samvel Hakob-

yan) located near the Monu-
ment to the Armenian 
Alphabet in Aragatsotn 

Province, Aparan, Armenia.

“Datastanagirk” (“Court Book”) 
is the Medieval Armenian Feudal Law 

CollecƟon compiled by 
Mkhitar Gosh at the end 

of 12th century. 

“Mkhitar Gosh” medal is 
awarded for prominent 

public and poliƟcal 
acƟviƟes, as well as for 

outstanding contribuƟon 
to the spheres of 

diplo-macy, jurisprudence, 
and poliƟcal science.

The silver coin issued 
by the Central Bank of 

the Republic of 
Armenia is dedicated 

to the 825th 
anniversary of Mkhitar 
Gosh's “Girq Datastani 

(Book of Law)”.




