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VAHAGN HAKOBYAN
THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN THE YEREVAN KHANATE AND
AROUND IT IN THE 1780s ACCORDING TO GHULAM ALI KHAN’S
LETTERS

Key words: influence, competition, position, relationship, policy, fidelity,
diplomatic activity.

After Nadir Shah’s assassination, a struggle for the throne started in Iran.
The country had no powerful central authority, and the khanates of South
Caucasus had semi-independent status in the course of almost half a century.
Russia and the Ottoman Empire began to pursue an active policy for spreading their
influence in the region and established ties with regional rulers. Both Russian and
Ottoman authorities were aware of the importance of Yerevan khanate in the
region, so they were trying to spread their influence there. The khans of
Yerevan were paying taxes to Heraclius Il and tried to maintain a semi-
independent position, manoeuvring in their relationship with other powers and
avoiding alliance against any power.

The situation changed in early 1780s. After concluding the treaty of
Georgievsk, Russia and the Ottoman Empire started implementing active
diplomatic move in South Caucasus, while the ruler of Yerevan Ghulam
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Ali khan established strong ties with Ottoman authorities and adopted
pro-Turkish orientation. Ghulam Ali khan’s letters sent to Ottoman and
Georgian authorities contain important information about the mentioned
events. This source made it possible to study the political situation in the
Yerevan Khanate and around it in 1780s.

BAAT'H AKOIISIH
HOJUTUYECKAS CUTYALIUSA B EPEBAHCKOM XAHCTBE "
BOKPYI HET'O B 1780-X 'OJAX ITO ITIEPEITNCKE I'YJIAMA AJIN
XAHA

KaroueBblie ciioBa: BJIMSIHHUC, KOHKYPCHIUA, ITO3UNNA, OTHOLICHU,
IMOJIMTHUKA, BEPHOCTh, JUIIJIOMATUUYCCKAaA ACATCIbHOCTD.

[Tocne youiictBa Haaup maxa, B Mpane nauanacs 60pnba 3a TpoH. B
CTpaHe HE OBUIO CHJIBHOW LIEHTpPaJIbHOM BJIACTH, W XaHCTBa FOxHOTO
KaBkaza mouyTu mnonBeka MMeENM IOJYHE3aBUCUMBIA cTaryc. B Takoi
cutyauuu Poccus n OcMaHckas uMIiepysi Hadajiu IpOBOJNUTH aKTUBHYIO
MOJIMTUKY MO PaCOpPOCTPAHEHHUIO CBOErO BJIMSHUS B PErMOHE M YCTaHO-
BUJIU CBSI3U C PErHMOHAIbHBIMM NpaButeiasiMu. Co3HaBas BaXHOCTh Epe-
BAHCKOI'0 XaHCTBA, KAK POCCUMCKHUE, TAK U TYPEUKHUE BIIACTHU IBITAIUCH
YCTaHOBUTBH TaM CBO€ BIUsSHHE. EpeBaHCKME XaHbI IUIATHIN JaHb LIAPIO
Wpaxnuro |l v mbITanuck COXpaHUTh CBOM MOTYHE3aBUCUMBIN CTaTyC, Ma-
HEBpUPYsI B OTHOIICHUSX C JAPYTHUMU JIep>KaBaMu M n30eras BXOJIUTH B
COI03 MPOTUB KaKOW-1100 JeprKaBbl.

Curyanusa u3menunachk B Hauasne 1780-x romos. [locne 3akmroueHust
I'eopruesckoro nporosopa, Poccus u OcmaHckast uMIiepus NpUCTYIHIN K
aKTUBHOH AestenbHOoCcTH Ha FOxHOM KaBkase, a npaBurens EpeBana ['y-
JaM AIlM XaH YCTaHOBWJI MPOYHBIE CBSI3M C OCMAaHCKUMHU BJIACTAMU M
MPUHSUT TPOTYPELKYIO TMO3ULHI0. JTU COOBITUS XOpPOIIO OCBEUIEHBI B
nucbMax ['ymama Anu XaHa, aJpeCOBAHHBIX OCMAaHCKUM M T'PY3HMHCKUM
BJIACTSIM. briarogapst 5ToMy MCTOYHMKY, CTajl0 BO3MOXHBIM HCCIEA0Ba-
Hue nojauTudeckoi curyanuu 1780-x rogoB B EpeBaHCKOM XaHCTBE U
BOKPYT HETO.



