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XPUCTUAHE B IIEKUHCKOM OBJIACTU U TIETULIMA
UCIIAMU3NPOBAHHBIX APMSH-Y/IMHOB
(IX-XIX BB.)

KPUCTHUHE KOCTUKSIH
Pe3some

Kurouesvie crnosa: Lllexu, xpucmuanut, apmanut, yOun, uciamuzayus, Aeeawnc-
Kas YepKo8b, XaHCMBO, NeTUYU.

Ucnamuzanus xpuctuan B IlleknHCKON NpPOBHHIMM YCUIIMJIACh C Hayaia
XVIII Beka, koraa ocinadnenusiii CedeBuackuii pan ObIT HE B CHIIaX yaepiKaTh
BJIAaCTh HaJ pernoHoM. He Obu10 0OJIbIe CHIIBI B PETHOHE, CIIOCOOHOM ITPOTHBOC-
TOSITh YaCThIM Ha0eraM CeBEPOKaBKA3CKUX IIEMEH, KOTOPBIE 00OpaIaiuch ¢ HHO-
BepLaMu ¢ 0coboii kecTokocThio. KopoTkue mepuoasl npeodiaganus OcmaHc-
kol mmmepuu u Biaactu Hammp Illaxa Takke XapakTepH3ylOTCs OOJIBIIUMHU
pa3pyLIeHUSMH, IPUIMHEHHBIMH PETUOHY .

JKn3bs MM TOAYyIIHAS TTOATh C WHOBEPIEB 00JACTH SBISUIACH OJHUM H3
SKOHOMUYECKHUX CTUMYJIOB IPUHATHUS HciaMa. OHa 3HAUUTEIbHO YBEIUUMUIIACh CO
BpemMeH npanienus [amxu Yeneou Xana lllekunckoro B cepequne X VIII Beka u
B3uUMaach 210 cepeaunnl XIX Beka.

KnsaTeenHast meTunys Ha MEPCUICKOM SI3BIKE BOCHBMH apMSH-YIUHOB, TPHHSB-
[IUX WCJIaM C TeTbI0 OCBOOOXKIEHHS OT YIUIaThl HAJora, Ha3bIBAEMOTO «adpH-
IIOM-U JIWH» M «IWH WAk (TIepc. — Typ. «IIeNK 3a Bepy»), MECTHOTO Ha3BaHHA
HaJIOra, paBHO3HAYHOI'O MOAYUIHON MOJATH, B3UMAaEMOM IIEIKOM, SIBISETCS BaXK-
HBIM apryMEHTOM, IOKa3bIBAIOIIMM HEPABHOMPABHOE MOJIOKEHUE XPHUCTHUAH B
JTAHHOM XaHCTBE. B KJISATBEHHOH NMETULIMK BBIPAXKEHO HEIOBOJBCTBO HCIAMU3U-
POBaHHBIX apMSH-YAMHOB TI0 ITOBOTYy HABSI3BIBAHUS UM TOTO K€ HAJIOTa MECTHBIM
XaHOM y’Ke TToJT BJIacThio Poccuiickoit mmmepun. [{pyrue MOKyMEHTHI U COOBITHSA,
CBsI3aHHBIC C JAHHOM MPOOJIEMOH, a TaKkke JATbHEHINNE pa3BUTHS BOKPYT HEe M0~
Ka3bIBAIOT HE TOJBKO Oe3pa3inyre IapCKUX BJIACTEW MO OTHOMICHUIO K HYXKIaM
CBOMX MOJIAHHBIX XPUCTHAH, CTPAJAIONIUX OT THETA MYCYJIbMAaHCKOTO XaHa, HO
U 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTh B IMOJIYYEHUU BBICOKUX JOXOIOB 32 CUET TSKEJIOro Ha-
Jora.

Kpucmune Kocmuksau — 0. u. H., npogh. kagheOpst ucmopuu coceonux ¢ Apmerueu
cmpan ucmopuueckozo gaxyremema EI'Y u Uncmumyma eéocmoxosedenusi Poc-
CULICKO-APMSHCKO020 YHUBEpCUmema, 6edyuti Hayunviti compyonux Mucmumyma
Opesrux pyxonuceti um. M. Mawmoya (Mamenaoapan) u omoena 60cmo4Ho20
ucmoynuxosedenuss u ucmopuozpaguu Uncmumyma eocmoxogedenus HAH PA.
Hayunvie unmepecwl. ucmopus apmauckozo Hapooa u Hpaua, nepcudckoe ucmoy-
Huxosedenue. Asmop 7 monoepaguii u oxono 30 cmameil.
kr.kostikyan@gmail.com
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CHRISTIANS IN THE SHEKI REGION AND THE PETITION
OF THE ISLAMISED ARMENIAN-UDINS
(IX-XIX centuries)

KRISTINE KOSTIKYAN
Summary

Keywords: Sheki, Christian, Armenian, Udi, Islamization, Church of Aghvank,
khanate, petition.

The Islamization of the Christians in the Sheki region was intensive from the
very beginning of the XVIII century when the weakened Safavid Iran was not
able to keep control over the region. There was no longer a force in the region
capable to withstand the frequent raids of the North Caucasian tribes who treated
the infidels with particular cruelty. The short periods of the Ottoman Empire
dominance and Nadir Shah’s rule were also characterized by great destruction
caused to the region.

The jizya or poll tax from the infidels of the region was one of the economic
incentives for adopting Islam. It had significantly increased since the reign of Haji
Celebi Khan of Sheki in the middle of the XVIII century and was levied until the
middle of the XIX century. The oath petition, in Persian language, of eight
Armenian-Udins who converted to Islam in order to be exempted from paying the
tax called “abrishom-i din” and “din ipaki” (Persian - Turkish “silk for faith”), the
local name of the tax equivalent to the poll tax levied by silk, is an important
argument proving the unequal position of Christians in this khanate. The oath
petition expresses the dissatisfaction of the Islamized Armenian-Udins about the
imposition of the same tax by the local khan already under the rule of the Russian
Empire. Other documents and events related to this problem, as well as further
development around it, show not only the indifference of the tsarist authorities
towards the needs of their Christian subjects suffering from the oppression of the
Muslim khan, but also an interest in obtaining high incomes due to heavy taxes.

Kristine Kostikyan — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor at the
Department of History of Neighboring Countries with Armenia at the History
Faculty of YSU and the Institute of Oriental Studies of the Rassian-Armenian
University, Leading Researcher at the Institute of Ancient Manuscripts after M.
Mashtots (Matenadaran) and the Department of Oriental Source Studies and
Historiography at the Institute of Oriental Studies of NAS RA. Scientific
interests: history of Armenian people and Iran, Persian source studies. Author of 7
monographs and about 30 articles. kr.kostikyan@gmail.com
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