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TAMARA MINASYAN

ARAK‘EL VARDAPET (ARCHIMANDRITE) AND THE
SCRIPTORIUM OF DEGHDZUT

Keywords: Province Kayen, Monastery Arak‘elots’ (of Holy Apostles),
Mahkanaberd, Vanakan Vardapet, Tarsus, scriptorium, arche-
type manuscript.

The article discusses the scriptorium of the Deghtzut monastery in the historical
province Kayen. The personality of its head Arak‘el Vardapet is examined sepa-
rately. According to the building inscription of 1274, Arak‘el arrived there from the
Cilician province Tarsus and became the head of the monastery. However at that
time a random person could not become head of a monastery. For this purpose, it
was necessary to have at least received the vardapet degree from a distinguished
prior of a monastery. It is also important that the vardapets of northern Armenia were
overly scrupulous in confessional issues and someone coming from Cilicia would
hardly have been entrusted with such a post if he had no proper local education. Our
analysis of the facts leads to the conclusion that Arak‘el was a disciple of Vanakan
Vardapet. Having received the archimandrite degree from him in the monastery of
Khoranashat, he came to Deghtzut and founded a scriptorium there.

TAMAPA MUHACSAH

BAPJAINET APAKEJ U CKPUIITOPUIA IETTIYTA

KiroueBsie ciioBa:  [IpoBuntms KaiieHn, MmoHacTeIps Apakenor (CBATEIX ATOCTO-
noB), Maxkanabepn, Banakan Bapnamer, Tapc, ckpuntopui,
npoTorpag.

B craTtbe npencraBieH CKpUNTOPUA MOHACThIpS JleryT MCTOPUYECKON IMpo-
BuHIMU KaiieH. Ocobo paccMaTpuBaeTcs BOMPOC O JIMYHOCTH HACTOSITENS — Bap-
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naneta (“yuutens nepkBu’) Apaxena. CorllacHO CTPOUTENBHON HaANMMCH MOHAC-
ThIps Jermyt (1274 r.), Apaken npuObUT TyAa U3 KWIUKAACKOW MPOBUHITH Tapc u
ctan ero HacrosteneM. CinydallHbIM 4elOBEK TaKOW YMH MOJIY4YUTh HE Mor. [[is
9TOTO OH JIOJKEH OB, IO KpaifHel Mepe, MONy4nTh BapAaneTCKUi MocoX OT ApY-
rOr0 U3BECTHOIO HAcTOsTENs. BakHO M TO 00CTOATENBLCTBO, YTO BapaaneTsl CeBep-
HOW ApMeHUH ObUIH Ype3BhIYaliHO LIETIETUIIFHBI B KOH()ECCHOHAIBHBIX BONPOCAX M
npuekeMy u3 KWivkuu Bpsiz Jn 1oBepuin Obl TaKOHM MOCT, €cli Obl OH HE UMEI
JOJDKHOTO MECTHOro 00pa3oBaHMs. AHaIu3 (PakTOB NPUBOAUT K 3aKJIFOUCHHUIO, YTO
Apaxken Obu1 yueHukoM Bakanana Bapnamera; momyunB creneHs BapaameTa oT Ba-
HaKaHa B MOHACTBIpe XOpaHalar, OH MpHObLT B JIeTyT 1 OCHOBaJI TaM CKPUIITOPHH.



