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HASMIK KIRAKOSYAN

THE ARMENO-PERSIAN HANDWRITTEN GOSPEL
FROM GANDZAK IN THE CONTEXT OF INTERRELIGIOUS
POLEMIC TRANSLATIONS

Keywords: Islamization, propaganda, treatises against Christianity, Scrip-
tures, religious identity.

In Safavid Iran one of the means of Islamization was propaganda which in-
cluded anti-Christian literature and confessional debates. Polemic treatises against
Christianity, commentaries on religious matters (also by apostates and converts to
Islam) were written and translation projects in the genre of dala ‘il al-nubuwwah
(proofs of prophecies) were carried out.

In response to the Islamic propaganda, the Armenian Church was sponsoring
the creation of relevant literature and the translation of the Gospels, in order to pro-
mote the knowledge of the Christian doctrine and confront the Muslim preachers in
Muslim-Christian debates. The Armeno-Persian handwritten Gospel (M 3044) was
copied in 1780 for supporting the religious identity of the Armenian community in
Safavid Iran and resisting the Islamic propaganda.



ACMHUK KHPAKOCSIH

IF'AHA3AKCKOE APMEHOI'PA®UYECKOE PYKOIIMCHOE
EBAHI'EJIME HA IIEPCUICKOM B KOHTEKCTE
MEXPEJNTIUO3HbLIX IOJEMHUYECKHUX IEPEBO/JOB

KiroueBnble ciioBa:  Vcnamuzanusi, IponaraHna, aHTUXPHCTAHCKHE TPAKTaThl,
CBAILLEHHBIC TUCAHMS], PEJIUTUO3HAS! UIEHTUYHOCTD.

B Cedeuackom MpaHe oHUM U3 HHCTPYMEHTOB HCIaMU3AlUU ObLIa TIpoma-
raHauCTCKaA ACATCIIbHOCTDL, B paMKax KOTOpOﬁ Cco3aaBajIaCb aHTUXPUCTUAHCKAA JIN-
TepaTypa U TMPOBOIWINCH MEXPEIUTHO3HBIE AUCITYTHI C IENbI0 J0Ka3aTh MPEBOC-
X0JCTBO Hcnama. [Tucanmce aBTOpCcKre TpaKTaThl, B KOTOPBIX OMPOBEPralnch OOro-
CJIOBCKHUEC JOTrMaThl XpUCTHUAHCTBA, J'II/I60 CO3aaBaJIMCh IEPEBOJAbI CBAICHHBIX KHHUI
B JKaHpe Jajia‘ Wi al-HyOyBa (I0Ka3aTelIbcTBa IIPOPOUECTB), a TAKXKE PACIIPOCTPaHSI-
JUCh COUYMHEHHS BEPOOTCTYITHUKOB. B yCIOBHSAX MCIaMCKOW MpomMaraHjbl apMsH-
CKasa LCPKOBb MOKPOBUTCILCTBOBAJIA CO3JaHUTIO COOTBCTCTBy}OHIeﬁ JINTCPATyphl, B
TOM gucie nepeBona Epanrenus. Pykommcs Ne 3044 Marenanapana (1780 r.), ap-
MeHOTpauUeCKuil MEPCUCKUH MEPEeBO] C apMIHCKOTO YeTBepoeBaHT e s, HAITH-
CaHa, 4TOOBI IOMOYb apMsaHaM COXpPaHHUTb PECIMIMO3HYIO UWICHTUYHOCTL IO UT'OM
Cedenuackoro Mpana v MpOTHBOCTOATH UCIIAMCKOM ITpOTTaraHze.



