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The given paper is devoted to the application of online visuals in EFL class
in Armenian schools. Online visuals are generally interesting, creative, context
simplifying tools the design of which provides the instructors and students an
effective teaching-learning process as they are applied. There is a plethora of
various online tools aimed at creating online visuals, just a few of them have
been presented in the given paper: worksheets, infographics, mind maps and
crosswords. The main objective of the study is to check the didactic potential
of online visuals via the application of worksheets, infographics, mind maps
and crosswords while teaching EFL in an Armenian setting. Language
instructors can either create visuals by themselves (as we did) or take ready-
made visuals to explain difficult topics, at the same time increasing the
students’ motivation, interest, creativity and productive skills. Based on our
own experience we can claim that creating tailored online visuals and using
them in teaching sessions is beneficial for both teachers and learners making
teaching-learning more efficient and enjoyable.
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A picture is worth thousand words.

INTRODUCTION

The given paper is devoted to online visuals in an EFL (English as a Foreign
Language) and their application in an EFL classroom in an Armenian setting.

Online visuals are generally interesting, creative, context simplifying tools
the design of which provides the instructors and students an effective teaching-
learning process as they are applied. Online visuals are widely used in the
modern society in various fields. From the point of education, they are used for
all levels of learning and teaching from pre-school education to post-graduate
studies. They are effective for all types of subjects/ courses.

In the focus of our attention is applying online visuals, particularly
worksheets, infographics, mind maps and crosswords in a foreign language
class (EFL) in an Armenian setting.

The main objective of the study is to check the didactic potential of online
visuals via the application of worksheets, infographics, mind maps and
crosswords while teaching EFL in an Armenian setting.

METHODOLOGY

During the research the following methods were applied:

e theoretical: study of relevant scientific literature and Internet sources;

e social and pedagogical: observation and monitoring of the teaching-
learning process;

e experimental: conducting experimental teaching with the use of online
visuals;

e statistic: statistical analysis of the data received.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The use of visuals is very important as it helps the teacher “to clarify,
establish, correlate and coordinate accurate concepts, interpretations and
appreciations, and enable him to make learning more concrete, effective,
interesting, inspirational, meaningful and vivid”'.

! https://www.researchgate.net/publication/326652939_Visual_Aids_in_Language_Education
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Many researchers believe that visuals help the learners to comprehend the
learning material easily. They can easily memorize the mental image of a
particular situation and later recall it.

Language teachers prefer using different teaching aids to make the
teaching-learning process interesting and resourceful. They can make use of
fine equipment to use those teaching aids in the classroom. The effectiveness of
this equipment usage mostly depends on the teacher’s creativity, motivation,
technical knowledge and the learners’ reaction towards these aids. Such
activities referring to receptive and productive skills (listening and speaking)
mostly require the usage of audio-visual materials.

We have chosen several formats of online visuals for our research:
worksheets, infographics, mind maps and crosswords.

Worksheets

The term “worksheet” can be defined as a sheet of paper on which one
performs some work. Usually they are limited to two pages which form a single
sheet. Most common types of worksheets are: students’ school exercise
assignments, exam papers, tax forms. etc. We have huge opportunities to create
worksheets online then have them printed on a paper sheet. Simple examples of
worksheets are those which students use during school classes, for example,
questions referring to the lesson. Being individual activities, worksheets are
necessary for both parents and students, as they are easily accessible; parents
can track their child’s routine at school, assignments, marks, as for students,
they can use them as summaries of the knowledge gained. From teachers’
perspective worksheets are important for understanding their students’
knowledge, their progress and general and specific outcomes of the teaching-
learning process.

Worksheets are created and used for all subjects/courses. English teachers
use them in order to practice recently learned or explained topic. They can
either take ready-made worksheets or create themselves using various
worksheet-creating websites. Typical English worksheets should contain one
topic, have beautiful design, be enjoyable to complete, not be time consuming.

Infographics

The term “infographics” is a combination of the words “info” and
“graphics”. It is a special tool used in order to enhance comprehension and
attract people. Being used by people of various professions, infographics are
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beneficial. For example, professionals in the field of trade use them to make
their products visible and competitive. As for the teachers, this tool is used in
order to explain difficult lessons, give information in an attractive way to make it
easier for comprehension.

There are various types of infographics, but they generally fall into three
categories each serving a definite purpose:

@ Visualization of information is done with the help of diagrams, charts.
This is the visual representation of some data, for example, the results of a
school test, researches.

@ Design of information is actually an important part of the information
representation, as it makes the display more effective and impressive.

@ Editorial infographics have become a great shift in the field of
publications, as the importance of visual content has risen greatly in order to
engage readers.

Mind maps

Mind maps are special diagrams which are used in order to organize some
information presenting relationships among the parts of the whole. Generally,
they are created on one concept, which is put in the middle of a blank page, and
lots of related ideas are drawn, such as images, words, concepts, etc. All of the
related ideas are concentrated on the central idea; they present the branches of
it. The diagram looks like a spider or sun rays, that’s why mind maps are
sometimes called “spider diagrams” or “bursting sun diagrams”.

The term “mind map” was first used by Tony Buzan, a famous psychologist
and TV celebrity. Mind maps are necessary, because:

% They are a good way for brainstorming,

Note taking process becomes easier,
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Complex concepts become easily comprehensible,

The presentation of some information is clearer,

The learners can find the interrelations between various concepts,
Highlights stimulate brain work,
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Learning and memorizing is more effective.
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Below is an example of a mind map created by us with the help of an online

tool.2
m rolated idea
@D o -
topic
related idea Subtopic ToMAd W0ee
Subtopic
related idea
Figure 1: Structure of a mind map.
Crosswords

A crossword, otherwise called “a crossword puzzle”, is a kind of puzzle,
which is generally found in magazines, newspapers, books and the Internet.
Arthur Wynne, a journalist, was the creator of the first crossword puzzle.
Nowadays we can find lots of crossword examples in various magazines,
newspapers.

The general or traditional type of crosswords consists of black and white
squares which are known as “grids”, vertically or horizontally arranged. They
should have another white square touching it from any side. The aim of these
crosswords is to form various words in the white squares.

Some benefits of crosswords can be as follows:

> They enhance vocabulary, as putting different words together, people do
a mental exercise improving their word stock, which plays an important role in
communication.

> They have a calming effect since they can reduce the stress level. While
solving crossword puzzles, people can ponder for a long while, as they make an
aim of completing that puzzle. In the end, after solving it entirely, people can
feel relieved.

» Stimulation for brain work. During the process of thinking over the
puzzles, our brain cells keep working, thus being a good factor for creative and
critical thinking.

2 https://miro.com/app/board/
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» Improving spelling skills. Puzzles are good means for checking students’
spelling skills, because they can’t be successful, if they fill in the grids
incorrectly.

RESEARCH
Participants of the research were students of Gavar school N2 after Papin

Ghandilyan (13 learners of the "™ grade, 11 learners of the 6% grade, 7 learners
of the 11™ grade). The necessary data for the research were collected by using
computers, surveys, created with the help of software programs, interviews in
order to clarify the efficiency of worksheets, infographics, crosswords and mind
maps used during EFL teaching-learning process in the Armenian setting.

During the research and teaching sessions the following tools were used to
create and implement online visuals:

4+ Microsoft Word,

+ Crossword maker?

+ Worksheet maker*

+ Infographic maker®

+ Mind map maker °.

During the research, qualitative and quantitative methods were used.

For the qualitative portion, a conversation-interview with the learners to
check their awareness of modern technological means while learning English
was practiced. The learners were asked 2 questions: “Has your English teacher
ever used computers at school while explaining a new lesson?” (Yes, they have),
“Do you use them substantively when you want to learn the lesson you haven’t
understood?” (Yes, we do, No, we don’t, Sometimes).

For the quantitative portion, worksheets created with the help of
Microsoft Word and Krita application were used. The aim of these worksheets
was to check whether the students are visual learners or not and how they liked
the use of pictures and videos while learning English. This worksheet-based
research was the primary research before the detailed research referring to the
direct application of the visual tools. The following conclusion was drawn: most

® https://crosswordhobbyist.com

4 https://www.canva.com/create/worksheets
5 https://www.easel.ly

& https://miro.com/app/board
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of the learners were visual learners, had good memory, liked learning with
images, videos, didn’t have difficulties with using ICT for studying.

After the pre-teaching research, the main aim of which was to check
whether the students were interested in learning with visuals, it was decided to
conduct lessons with the help of Mind Maps, Infographics, Worksheets and
Crosswords. It took us long hours to create the above mentioned visuals with online
tools, because we preferred self-created visuals rather than ready-made ones.

With the help of https://www.canva.com/create/infographics/ an infographic
about the modal verbs “Shall/Should” was created. This website requires
registration. You have to choose “open a new infographic design” on the first
page below the description of how to make an infographic. You can select a
template from “education infographic” section and start your work deleting
some figures, adding and changing them.

See the oxamplos below:

Citivanc chall Aave one
vote snch during The

Z wonder whore ohe ic.
She rhovld be al the
sehool. (=she ient at the
cohont)

Figure 2: Infographics created with the help of CANVA.
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Worksheet was created with the help of

https://www.canva.com/create/worksheets. It was a matching exercise to practice
the grammar topic.

: RCIS!

- 1.REQUEST 1.People shall wear =
masks to
protect themselves
2. RULES & from viruses
QEGULAT!ONS 2.Shall we play a game? _En |
= o
:..:' 3.Doctors shall
3.STRONG cure their patients. 0
PROBABILITY _—
4 Why do you believe
in her? %
4. EMOTIONAL You shouldn't be so naive.

(‘) COLORING
= 5.The clouds are dark.
5 CRITICISM It shouldrain.

6.We shouldn't have
I_r'lo.DUTY missed the lesson. \r ’l

Figure 3: Worksheet created with the help of CANVA.

With the help of https://miro.com/app/board/o9)_ITRgG5g=/ a mind map
on “The Present Continuous Tense”. After registration a template entitled
“sitemap” from the templates section was selected. The users can choose
different shapes from the shapes section, colors, can make the connecting lines

bold. After filling in the shapes, you have to export that mind map in an image
format.

asTEar
COMTIMNST
| ]
USAGE Some writing
rules:
Amfiaters s dng
THE ACTION IS N ;
MAPPENING AT THE TASE e
OF SPERKING. — make-making
1 ha obiby. it is - — writewriting
e s b i
drawng W drive-driving
oot e THE ACTION 15 GONG 10 L Melgiegie
i pe ey, L. lmmees
e A R
L
o~ 7 ExawrL 4 read-reading
R s i o THE ACTION (5 STARTED Y/ Lt ittt
are ot sy AND ROT FINISHED YET / Wleinlat st
phw | 4 == oy

Figure 4: Mind map created with the help of MIRO.
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This template was used in the 7" grade with 13 students. Their daily
grammar topic was “The Present Continuous Tense”. The aim of the lesson was
to enhance the students’ knowledge on the formation and usage of the tense.
Firstly, the mid map was shown to the students for a short time in order to give
them an opportunity to review it beforehand. As there were three subdivisions
of the general grammar topic (also in the mind map), the lesson started with the
“Formation” section, zooming only that part to make it extra visible and then
asking the students to give their own examples. “Usage” and “Some Spelling
rules” sections were explained the same way.

With the help of https://crosswordhobbyist.com/ a crossword about school
(the topic of the day was “Focus on school”) was created for the 11 students
from the 6™ grade. It had an option of automatically arranging the words in a
crossword format. The words were typed in the blank fields and by clicking
“arrange” and we got the crossword. The main objective of the lesson was to
revise the words and word combinations referring to school and enhance them
with the help of the crossword.

1 o
: L1 L]
(T — 1
il HEER
111 L]
HEEREE
TOoO 0o
e — S
F— s
i
= —
oo T T T T T
17 pul sagar - 3L uprprnan S Gpungbegral 7 Amfinfupghy 9 Unehbd
2 Rurmunky £ T b & g fing & Tapmumy 10 Mnmprmrmly

Figure 5: Crossword created with the help of crosswordhobbyist.com.
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In order to receive feedback on what the learners thought about online
visuals’ application in class and if they liked them, a discussion was held with
them after each lesson. It turned out that the learners highly appreciated the
usage of tailored worksheets, infographics, mind maps and crosswords during
classes, finding them more motivating, interesting and effective means
compared to the traditional ones.

CONCLUSION

To sum up the given paper, the application of online visual tools is highly
effective for teaching-learning English as a foreign language. Language
instructors can either create visuals by themselves (as we did) or take ready-
made visuals to explain difficult topics, at the same time increasing the students’
motivation, interest, creativity and productive skills. There is a plethora of
various online tools aimed at creating online visuals, just a few of them have
been presented in the given paper. Based on our own experience, we can claim
that creating tailored online visuals and using them in teaching sessions is
beneficial for both teachers and learners making teaching-learning more
efficient and enjoyable.
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CAPKUCAH PY3AHHA

HKaHoudam nedazoeuyeckux Hayk, doyeHm

LoueHm kagpedpbl uHocmpaHHoz0 A3bIKa u aumepamypbl [TY
3NeKTPOHHAA noyTa: ru-zanna@hotmail.com

[aHHaA cTaTbA NOCBALLLEHA MCMONb30BaHUIO BU3yaslbHbIX OHNaliH MaTepuanos B
mpouecce npenopaBaHWA aHrIMACKOrO Kak WHOCTPAHHOrO B LUKonax ApMmeHuu.
BusyanbHble maTepuanbl B popmate OHNaiiH ABAAIOTCA MHTEPECHBIMU, KPEATUBHbIMM
MHCTpyMEHTamu, obneryalolmMmMm MoHMMaHue KoHTekcTa. Wx  wncnonb3osaHue
crnocobcTByeT MOBbILWEHWNIO YPOBHA 3hcperTMBHOCTU yyebHOro npouecca Kak AnA
yyalLmMxca, Tak WU Ana npenojasateneil. ECTb orpoMHOE MHOMECTBO WHCTPYMEHTOB
OJA CO3[aHNA BU3yaNbHbIX MaTepuanos B hopmaTte OHNaliH, U TONbKO HEKOTOpble U3
HUX NpeacTaBneHbl B AaHHO cTatbe: paboune AnUCTbl, MHGOrpauka, MeHTanbHbIe
KapTbl M KpoccBopabl. OcHOBHaA Lenb [aHHOrO WCCNefoBaHUA — MPOBEPUTb
OVMOAKTUYECKNIA MOTeHLUMan BM3YyalbHbIX OHMaliH CPeAcTB MyTemM WCMOoNb30BaHWA
pabounx nMcToB, WMH(OrpaduKM, MEHTalbHbIX KapT WU KPOCCBOPAOB B rMpouecce
obydyeHnA aHrnuiickomy A3blky B apMAHCKON ayautopuu. [lpenopasateny A3bIkoB
moryT nmbo co3faBaTb Bu3yalbHble CPeAcTBa OOy4YeHWA CaMOCTOATENbHO, Kak B
Hallem cnyyae, nubo Mcrnonb3oBaTb rOTOBblE AWAAKTUYECKME MaTepuanbl, 4TOObl
O6BACHATbL CNOMHbIE TEMbI, B TO M€ BPEMA MOBbILLAA YPOBEHb MOTUBALIMM Y4aLLLMXCA,
NOAJLEPHKMBAA WHTEPEC, KPEaTUBHOCTb W pa3BuBas NPOAYKTUBHblE BUAbl PEYEBOIA
peatenbHocTn. C onopoii Ha Hal onbIT 06y4YeHWA, MOMHO CMeno yTBepmpaaTb, YTO
co3faHne BU3yaNbHbIX CPEACTB 1A KOHKPETHOW LENN U KOHKPETHOW aynuTopun u
MCMOMNb30BaHME MOCNELHNX B XOAE YpoKa ABnAeTcA BeCcbMa 3(PEKTUBHLIM Kak AnA
npernogasaTteneil, Tak W ANA yYalMXCA, 4YTO B KOHEYHOM cyeTe penaer y4eOHblii
npouecc pesynbTaTUBHbIM U MPUATHBIM.

Knroyesble cnosa: susyanoHble cpedcmsa 8 chopmame oOHAAlH, co3daHue
8U3Yya/bHbIX Cpedcms, UCnoib308aHUE BU3YA/bHbIX cpedcms, aHenulickuli Kak uHo-
cmpaHHbIl, paboyue nucmsi, uHgoepaghuka, MeHmanbHble Kapmbl, KPOCCBOPObI.

<nnywdp ubipywjwgyb) k fudpwagpwywu funphnipn 20.09.2022p..:
<nnywdp gpwlunuytbi £ 30.09.2022p.:
Cunnuuyb| £ nywagpniejwu 29.03.2023pk.:
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