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SHOGHAKAT DEVRIKYAN

THE DEPICTION OF THE LIFE OF GRIGOR TAT‘EWATS‘I ACCORDING
TO THE SYNAXARIA IN THE ENGRAVINGS OF BOOKS PRINTED
IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE 18TH CENTURY

Keywords: Grigor Tat‘ewats‘i, Yovhan (John) Orotnets‘i, Gregory the Il-
luminator, engraving, vision, archimandrite’s staff.

In Grigor Tat‘ewats‘i’s Book of Questions (1720), Book of Sermons (two vol-
umes published in 1740-1741), and the collection entitled Oskep ‘orik, all published
in Constantinople, there are three engravings with the same iconography.

In the upper part of these engravings, Gregory the Illuminator stretching a lamp
to Grigor Tat‘ewats‘i’s mother is depicted. In the lower left corner of the pictures,
we see the image of Yovhan (John) Orotnets‘i sitting on a throne with archiman-
drite’s staff in his hand. On the right side, Grigor Tat‘ewats‘i while teaching his stu-
dents is depicted.

The iconography of the upper part of the engravings is based on the legend that
Tat‘ewats‘i was a “child of a covenant.” He was born thanks to the prayer of his
mother to Gregory the llluminator. According to the legend, in her vision the HHlumi-
nator handed her a lamp, saying that she would give birth to a son who was going to
kindle the dying light of Armenian literature. The second, lower part of the pictures
is based on an episode from the life of Tat‘ewats‘i, according to which Yovhan Orot-
nets‘i ordained him at the grave of Gregory the Illuminator, gave him the name Gri-
gor and handed him the archimandrite’s staff.

The article shows the gradual development of the iconography of these engrav-
ings, based on the transfer of archimandrite’s power from master to disciple. The
literary sources which had served as the basis for the formation of this concept and
its subsequent figurative expression are also mentioned.
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MIOT'AKAT JEBPUKAH

N30BPAKEHUE ) KUTUS TPUTOPA TATEBALIU U3 CUHAKCAPUSI B
KHUKHOM I'PABIOPE IEPBOM HOJIOBUHBI XVI11 BEKA

KuroueBnle ciioBa:  I'purop Taresamu, OBan (Moann) Boporneuu, I'puropuit
IIpocBeturens, rpaBropa, BUACHUE, apXUMaHAPUTCKUN XKE3IL.

B “Kuure Bonpomenuii” ['puropa TateBanu (n3nana B Koncrantuxomnosne B
1720 r.), B 060ux Tomax ero “Kuuru [IponoBeneii” (u3gansl Tam ke, 1740-1741 rr.)
¥ B COCTaBJICHHOM UM cOopHuKe “Bockenopuk”™ (u3man Tam ke, 6e3 roja u3ganms)
MOMEIIEHBI TP TPABIOPHI C OJUHAKOBOW UKOHOTpaUe.

B BepxHeii wacTu 3TuX rpasiop nzobpaxeH [ puropwuii [lpocBeTurens, KOTOPHI
NpOTSruBaeT Jamnany matepu I'puropa TareBanu. B neBoM yriy HuwxHel yactu
KapTHH MBI BHJIUM H300pakeHne cusmero Ha TpoHe Moanna BopoTrenu ¢ apxu-
MaHAPUTCKUM KE3JI0M B pyKe, a B MPaBOM YacTH 00y4aloIIero yueHukoB [ puropa
Taresaru.

Hkonorpadus BepxHeit yacTu KapTHH OCHOBaHA Ha TPEJaHuK O TOM, 4To Ta-
TeBaIy ObUT TUTS 00€Ta, TaK KaK MOSBHJIICS HA CBET OJIaroaps MOJHMTBE €ro MaTepu
I'puropuro Ilpocseturento. CornacHo JereHne, B BUACHUH KeHIINHBI [IpocBeTn-
TeJb BPYUMJI €if TaMmay, TOBOPSI, YTO OHA POJIUT ChbIHA, KOTOPBIM 3aXKKET yracaro-
U CBET apMSHCKOM KHIDKHOCTH. BTOpast, HIKHSIS 4acTh 3TUX I'PAaBIOP OCHOBAHA
Ha snu3oe u3 Kutus TareBauu o ToM, yto Moann BopoTHenu pykononoxun Ta-
TeBal Ha Morwie I'puropust IIpoceeTurens, Hapek ero uMeHeM ['purop u Bpydui
€My JK€3JI apXUMaHJIpUTa.

B crarbe mokazaHo mocTeneHHoe pa3BUTHE HKOHOTpad K JaHHBIX TPaBIOP, OC-
HOBAHHOM Ha nepejadye apXUMaHJIPUTCKOW BJIACTH OT YUUTENsA K yueHUKy. [IpuBo-
JSITCS TAKKe JINTEPATyPHBbIE HCTOYHUKH, CITY KHBIIINE OCHOBOW ()OPMHUPOBAHHS ITOI
KOHIIETIIIMH U €€ TIOCJIEAYIOIIEro 0Opa3HOro BIPAKEHHUSL.



