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14 S. David Aslanian, “The Early Arrival of Print in Safavid Iran: New Light on the First
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Safavid Iran: New Light on the First Armenian Printing Press in New Julfa, Isfahan (1636-
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16 U, Ryad, “Introduction: the Ottoman and Persian Empires in the 18™ Century”, in Christian-
Muslim Relations, A Bibliographical History, vol. 12, Asia, Africa and the Americas (1700-
1800), ed. by David Thomas and John Chesworth, Brill — Leiden. Boston, 2018, p. 9.
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17 N. Green, “Persian Print and the Stanhope Revolution: Industrialization, Evangelicalism, and
the Birth of Printing in Early Qajar Iran,” Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa and the
Middle East, 30/3, 2010, p. 480.
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in Umpwpl wrdwlbg $bfFfw, nr myqugrmpymip oqmuljur b gefirh puqdugldui fu-
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Ottoman context: Ibrahim Miiteferrika and his Intellectual Landscape”, Historical Aspects of
Printing and Publishing in Languages of the Middle East, ed. by Geoffrey Roper, Brill, Leiden-
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“Waiting for Godot: Formation of Ottoman Print Culture, in Historical Aspects of Printing and
Publishing in Languages of the Middle East”, Islamic Manuscripts and Books, Vol. 4, Brill,
2014, pp. 101-120; Taisiya Leber, “The Early History of Printing in the Ottoman Empire
through the Prism of Mobility”, Diyar, Jahrgang 2-Heft1, 2021, p. 77: Upk&if twl, nr Auylju-
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«Zwy mywugrmpyui 450 wwrhiy», 9AZ, 1 (20), Grluwi, 1963, Ly 34:
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HASMIK KIRAKOSYAN

ON AN ARMENO-PERSIAN DOCUMENT PUBLISHED
IN “AZDARAR”

Key words: Armenian-script, Arabic-script, Persian, printing, journal, docu-
ment, religious, fiction, Catholic.

In the issue of “Azdarar” of the month Shbat, 1795, a decree of Muhammad Ali
Khan Wallajah (the Nawab of Arcot in India) was published. The document was in
Persian written in the Armenian script. The decipherment and translation of the doc-
ument proved that Armenian intellectuals were among initiators of the establishment
of Arabic-script printing houses in Madras and had a crucial role in the geographic
spread of Arabic-script printing culture. Furthermore, the document mentions the
founder of the first Armenian journal “Azdarar,” Father Harutyun Shmavonyan,
known for his printing activities. In a colophon of one of his printed books, Father
Harutyun stated that his pupil Khachik Tsatur Zaipean was skilled in printing Persian
letters, which was an essential factor for the successful establishment of an Arabic-
script printing house. Also, a Persian version of the document written in the Arabic
script was attached to this issue of ““Azdarar,” proving the lack of Arabic-script print-
ing facilities and the necessity to print the Persian material in Armenian letters. Pre-
sumably, the Armenian community of India was familiar with the written version of
Persian and knew the Arabic script as well, but the use of the Armenian script also
had a symbolic, moral, and psychological significance for Armenians.

ACMUK KUPAKOCSH

OBb OJHOM INEPCUJCKOM APMEHOT'PA®NUYECKOM JOKYMEHTE,
HAINIEYATAHHOM B ) KYPHAJIE “A3JJAPAP”

KiroueBble cjioBa:  ApmsiHCKHE OyKBBI, apaOckue OYKBBI, IEPCUIACKHUH, )KypHAI, 10-
KyMCHT, THIIOTpa(us, peIUrHO3HbIH, Xy0KECTBEHHBIH, KaTo-

JIMYECKUM.

B nomepe 3a mecau [l6am 1795 ropa B xypHaiue “Aznapap” Obul OIyOJIHMKOBaH
JOKYMEHT Ha IEPCUACKOM S3bIKE, HAIIUCAHHBIH apMSHCKMMU OyKBaMH — YKa3
HaBaba MHAMICKOro KHsbKecTBa ApkoT Myxammana Anu Xan Bannamxkaxa. Tpan-
CKPHUMIMA U TIEPEBOJ] TEKCTA MOKA3bIBAIOT, YTO apMSIHCKHE MHTEIIEKTYaIbl OBLIH
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WHHUIIMATOPaMU co3laHus Tunorpadun B Manpace 1 riedyaTanust apaborucbMeH-
HBIX KHWT U ra3eT. 3aunHaTeIeM 3TOro Jieya Obljl OCHOBATE b IEPBOI0 apMsIHCKOTO
xypHaia “Aznapap” Tpanckpunuus ApyTioH [lImaBonsH. Kpome Toro, B koodoHe
OJHOM M3 KHUT, Halle4aTaHHBIX UM, OH COOOILAeT, YTO OANWH U3 €ro YYeHUKOB (Xa-
gk LaTyp 3aumsiH) Biamen MCKyCCTBOM CO3[aHUsl TUTIOTPAQCKHX MEPCHUACKUX
OyKB, 1 3TO OBUIO 3aJI0rOM ycCIexa B B JIeJIe OCHOBaHUS UM apaOONUCbMEHHON TH-
norpadun. [lepcupckuii BapuaHT BBINICYNOMSHYTOIO JOKYMEHTa, HalmMCaHHBIHI
apaOCKUM THCbMOM, OBUT TPWIOKEH K HOMEpY JKypHaja, M 3TO TaKxKe
CBHUJICTEIILCTBOBAJIO 00 OTCYTCTBUM Takoi Turnorpadun. [Ipu sTOM npeacraBuTen
apMsIHCKOHN oOmMHbI MIHaMK Blaieu YCTHBIM ¥ TUCbMEHHBIM BapHaHTaMH TIEPCU/I-
CKOT0, OJTHAKO JIUIsl HUX MPUMEHEHUE apMSHCKOro andaBuTa JUIs HalMCaHUsS Tep-
CUJCKOTO TEKCTa MMEJIO TaKXKe MOPAIbHOE U CUMBOJINYECKOE 3HAYEHHE.





