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GEVORG KAZARYAN

THE TRADITION OF THE LITURGY BEHIND CLOSED DOORS
IN THE ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH RITE

Key words: COVID-19, Armenian rite, Liturgy, gavit’, Lent, Ners€s the
Graceful, Nersés Lamronats‘i, Simeon Pghndzahanets‘i, Grigor
Tat‘evats‘i, Simeon Erevanats‘i.

In 20202021, due to the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic, the entire Chris-
tian world began to conduct public worship behind closed doors. For the Armenian
Apostolic Church this practice was not unprecedented because in the Middle Ages
the Divine Liturgy behind closed doors was one of the most characteristic features
of the Armenian rite. The origins of this remarkable phenomenon date back to the
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8th-9th centuries, when funeral services in monasteries were conducted privately,
without public participation. On the other hand, Lent, with its strict and restrictive
instructions, seems to have contributed to the formation of this practice. Closed-door
Divine Liturgy became widespread in the Bagratid and later in the Zak*arid periods
of Armenian history, almost entirely replacing the celebration of the Bloodless Sac-
rifice with the entire clergy and people. This deviation was sharply criticized not
only by the Byzantines, Latins and Syrians but also by local clerics and theologians
such as Nersés Lambronats‘i and Simeon Pghndzahanets‘i. This restricted the use of
closed doors during the liturgy to the period of Great Lent in the 14th century, and
four centuries later a radical change in the rite was introduced: while previously the
doors were locked and the people assembled in the gavit* (narthex) during the whole
Great Lent, from the 18th century onwards the Liturgy has been celebrated in the
altar closed by a veil and the people gathering in the church but without the right to
approach the Holy Communion, except for the feasts of the Purification, Annuncia-
tion, Entrance of St. Gregory the Illuminator into the Pit (the 6th Saturday in Lent),
Palm Sunday and Holy Thursday.

I'EBOPT KA3BAPSAH

TPAJALASA JTATYPIUU IPU 3AKPBITHIX IBEPSIX B
OBUXOJE APMSIHCKOM AITIOCTOJIbCKON IEPKBU

Kniouesvte cnosa: ~ COVID-19, apmsuckuid o0psin, Jlutyprusi, raBut (mpuTBOp),
Bemukwii Tloct, Hepcec brmaromatasrii, Hepcec JlamOponammy,
Cumeon IIxunpzaxaneuu, [I'purop TareBauu, Cumeon
EpeBanuu.

B 2020-2021 rr. u3-3a nannemun COVID-19 Bech xpucTuaHCKHii MUp CTaj
COBepIIaTh OOTOCITY)KeHHUS TP 3aKPBITHIX IBEPsX. s ApMIHCKONW ATIOCTOIBCKOM
LepxBu nanHas mpakTrka He OecIpeneeHTHa, Tak Kak B CpenHeBekoBbe JInTyprus
IIPU 3aKPBITHIX JBEPSX ObLIa OHOW U3 CAMBIX XapaKTEPHBIX OCOOCHHOCTEH apMsH-
ckoro oopsaa. Kopuu storo npumeuareiabHoro gpernomena socxomir k VII-IX B,
KOT/1a 3aynoKoiHbIe JINTyprun B MOHACTBHIPAX CIY>KHJIM B YaCTHOM TOpSIKe, O6e3
ydactus Hapoza. B popmupoBaHue 3ToH MPaKTHKH, TO-BUJUMOMY, BHEC CBOH BKJIAJ
u Benukuii I[TocT ¢ €ro cTporuMu orpaHUYUTENIbHBIMU TPEANNCAHUSAMU. JINTYyprus
IIPH 3aKPBITHIX IBEPSX MOMydMIIa MIUPOKOE PACIIPOCTPAHEHUE B barpaTuacKui u,
nanee, B 3axapuICKUI NEepHObl apMSHCKOW MCTOPHUH, ITOYTH IIETMKOM BBITECHUB
coBepireHre beckpoBHOi JKepTBEI ¢ ydacTHeM Bcero AyXOBEHCTBA M HApoja. JTO



OTKJIOHEHHE CTaJIO TIPEIMETOM OCTPOU KPUTHUKH HE TOIBKO CO CTOPOHBI BU3aHTHH-
LEB, JATHHSH ¥ CHPUHLIEB, HO M OTEUECTBEHHBIX LIEPKOBHBIX MY>Kel U OOrociIoBOB
— takux, kak Hepcec JlamOponam 1 CumeoH [Ixunazaxanenuun. baarogaps stomy, k
XIV B. mpakTuKa coBepuieHus JINTyprun mpu 3aKphITHIX IBEPSX ObLTa OrpaHHYeHa
muis nepuosoM Benmukoro [locra, a yepes3 yeTbipe cToneTHsI ObLIa BHECEHA CEpPBheE3-
Has MOMpaBKa M B caM YHMH: €ClM paHee Ha BCIO UETHIPEACCATHHILY 3aMHpPaIUCh
IBEpH IIEPKBH, a Hapoj cobupancs B raBute (mputsope), To ¢ XVIII B. Jlutyprus
COBEpILAETCSl B 3aKPHITOM KaTarneTa3Mol (3aBecoii) anTape, a Hapoj HAXOIUTCS B
caMoM Xpame — BIIpoueM, 0e3 TpaBa MpHUCTynaTh K Yaile, 3a HCKIIOUeHHEM Tpas3-
HukoB Cpetenus, brnarosemenusi, Myk u Beepxenus cB. I'puropus IIpocserurens
B poB (6-as cy66oTta [locta), BepoHoro Bockpecenus u Bennkoro Uersepra.





