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Abstract

This article is devoted to the research on the phenomenon of absenteeism and its
influence on the electoral process.

The aim of the article is to present the types of absenteeism, the causes of
occurrence of absenteeism, and the ways of overcoming absenteeism. It is necessary to
mention the becoming of absenteeism into the subject of study by sociologists, politicians,
and later lawyers.

According to Article 4 of the Constitutional law of RA "Electoral Code™: "Elections
shall be held on the basis of the principles of free and voluntary exercise of the right of
suffrage. No one shall have the right to force an elector to vote for or against a candidate
(a political party) or have the right to force an elector to participate or not to participate in
elections.”

The phenomenon of absenteeism has arisen from the above-mentioned principle
and has become a means of boycotting elections. It is necessary to choose a certain way to
overcome absenteeism which would not doubt the implementation of the principle of free
and voluntary exercise of the right of suffrage, as well as other principles typical to a
democratic state.

The results of the article are based on the experience of foreign countries, the
degree of voters’ participation during the elections held in a number of countries
(presidential, parliamentary), and especially the degree of voters’ participation in the
elections in the Republic of Armenia, and how it has changed.

The results of the research allow us to conclude that there are three main ways to
overcome voter absenteeism: to define the obligation of citizens to vote during elections,
to exclude both the minimum electoral threshold and the requirement to consider the
election valid, and to develop the legal culture of the electorate, to strengthen the citizens'
confidence in the elections and in the realization of the importance of their participation in
the process of the state government.

Keywords and phrases: absenteeism, political activity, electoral process, degree of
voters’ participation, legitimate authority.
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AHHOTaUUA

JlaHHas cTaThs MOCBSIICHA UCCIIETOBAaHUIO (DeHOMEHA aOCEHTEU3MAa M €T0 BIIMSTHUS
Ha U30HMpaTebHbIE MPOIECCHI.

Lenb paboTHI - peACTaBUTH BUIBI a0CEHTEU3MA, MPUIHHBI A0CEHTEN3Ma, CIIOCOOBI
npeojosieHus abcenTen3ma. HeobxoaumMo cienatb KpaTKuii 0030p 0 TOM, Kak aOCEHTEH3M
cTaJ MpeMETOM H3YYCHHUS COIMOJIOTOB, TIOJIMTOJIOTOB, a 3aTEM U FOPHUCTOB.

CornacHo 4-oit cratbe KoncTuTyrmonsnoro 3akona PA "H36upatenbHslil Kogekc",
"BBIOOpHI TPOBOJSTCS HA OCHOBE MPHHIMIIOB CBOOOJABI U JIOOPOBOJBHOCTH
OCYIIIECTBIICHUS M30UpaTeIbHOro mpaBa. HUKTO He MMeEeT mpaBa 00s3bIBATH U30OHMpPATEIs
roJIOCOBATh B TOJIb3Y WJIM MPOTHUB OJHOTO W3 KaHAWAATOB (OJHOH M3 MapTHi), a TaKkKe
MPUHYXIATh U30UPATEIIS K YIaCTHIO I HEYIaCTHIO B BBIOOpax".

SBneHne aOceHTeW3Ma BO3HMKIO W3 BBIIICYIIOMSHYTOTO TIPUHIMIIA W CTAJO
cpencTBoM 0OoHKOoTa BBIOOpOB. J[isi mpeojosicHus aOCeHTen3Ma HEOOXOIUMO BhIOPATh
TaKOM cIoco0, KOTOPHIM HE CTaBUT IOJ COMHEHHE Pealn30BaHHE MPUHLUIA CBOOOIBI U
JIOOPOBOJIEHOCTH OCYIIECTBIICHHS M30MPATEIFHOTO TpaBa, a TaKXKe APYTHX MPUHIIHIOB,
THUIIMYHBIX IJIA Z[eMOKpaTI/I‘leCKOFO FOCYJIapCTBa.

Pe3ynbraTel pabOTHl OCHOBAaHBI Ha OIBITE 3apyOE)KHBIX CTPaH, CTENCHU YJacTHS
uszbupareneii BO BpeMs BBIOOPOB, TNPOBEACHHBIX B psle CTpaH (MPE3HICHTCKUX,
MapJlaMeHTCKHX), W OCOOGHHO Ha CTENeHW ydacTHs u30upartened B BBIOOpax B
PecnyOnuku ApMeHnH, a TakKe Ha TOM, KaKHE H3MEHEHHS TIPOU3O0IILTH.

PesynbraTel ucciemoBaHus O3BOJISIOT CACNATh BBHIBOJ O HAJIUYHH TPEX OCHOBHBIX
MyTel TMpeoposicHuss abCeHTen3Ma H30HpatelNicii: ompenencHue O0A3aHHOCTH TPaKIaH
roJIOCOBAaTh Ha BBIOOpax, UCKIIIOUEHUE KaK MUHIMAJILHOTO W30MpaTEeILHOTO MOpOra, TaK U
TpeOOBaHUs CYUTATH BEIOOPHI COCTOSBIIMMICS, a TAaKXKe pa3pad0oTKa MPaBOBOH KYJIBETYPHI
3JIEKTOpAaTa, YKPEIUIEHHE MOBEpHs I'PaKJaH K BHIOOpAM M OCO3HAHHIO Ba)KHOCTH CBOETO
YYacTHs B MPOIECCE TOCYIAPCTBEHHOTO YIIPABJICHUSI.

KiroueBble cjioBa U CJ0BOCOYETAHUS: a6CCHT€I/I3M, TIOJIUTHYCCKAasA aKTHUBHOCTD,
I/IS6I/IpaTeJ'H>HI)II\/'I mponecc, CTCICHDb y4aCTUsA I/I36I/IpaTeﬂeI>'I, JETUTUMHasA BJIaCTh.
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Introduction

Absenteeism (Latin - absentis, absent) is a form of deliberate boycott of elections
by voters, refusal to participate in elections, passive protest of the population against the
current system of government, political regime, indifference to the realization of human
rights and responsibilities. In other words, absenteeism can be understood as a fact of
indifference to political life, the notion of certain groups of people that "nothing depends
on them in politics"”, "politics is not our business”, etc.

In the beginning, absenteeism has been perceived as a positive phenomenon, a
positive feature typical of democracies. However, further studies show that absenteeism is
perceived as a negative phenomenon. The issue of illegitimacy of the government arises as
a result of absenteeism.

The aim of this study is to present the main causes of absenteeism as a type of
electoral behavior, its negative influence on the electoral process, and the formation of
government bodies, the main ways of overcoming absenteeism.

Theoretical and methodological bases

Absenteeism is a natural-historical phenomenon, an integral part of the political
system, built on the principles of democracy and freedom. It is considered a phenomenon
of the political life of every democratic society and state governed by the rule of law. The
prevalence of absenteeism, both in classical democracies and in countries that have
recently stood in the way of democratic development, is related to the growth of non-
functional processes in their political system, the consumption of the creative potential of
historically established democratic institutions, the formation of "representative™ type of
political culture under the influence of the mass media. The scale and expressions of
absenteeism are directly related to the historical circumstances of the establishment of
democratic institutions, differences in the way of thinking of peoples, and the existence of
various traditions and customs in a given society. Recently, sociologists, politicians, and
lawyers have been researching processes related to the political sphere of public life. It is
connected with a number of objective and subjective reasons, among which, first of all, the
four main ones should be distinguished:

1. Social practice convincingly proves that the participation of the population in
political processes and, first of all, in the formation of government bodies, is considered a
condition for the successful functioning of a society built on the principles of democracy.
No scholar, no politician dedicated to the principles of democracy, doubts the fact that the
exclusion of certain social groups from active political life, the increase in the number of
those who consciously distance themselves from politics, unavoidably prevents the
formation of a civil society structure, negatively refers to the efficiency of the elective
government bodies. It is obvious that the increase in the number of absentees is a sign of
the imperfection of the current political system, an increase in distrust of the institutions of
democracy, and an increase in social tension in society.

2. As already known, one of the typical features of the political life of the post-
industrial society is the serious decrease in the citizens' political activity. The increase in
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the number of absentees is practically recorded in all economically advanced countries,
from England to Japan. According to the surveys conducted by some international
organizations, in recent years the average voter indicator has decreased from 70% to 64%.
It follows that absenteeism has become a constant companion to elections in modern
times, which becomes more widespread every year.

3. The number of people who do not want to participate in the formation of
community authorities and the election of heads of local self-government bodies is
especially growing faster. Today, it is not uncommon for local legislatures to pass acts
where elections are considered valid if attended by 20-25% of eligible voters. It is obvious
that the decrease in the number of citizens participating in the elections raises the question
of the legitimacy of the government, which is already perceived by many scientists as the
main problem of the modern phase of development of the post-industrial society. There is
no need to prove the fact that a politician who does not receive support from the majority
of the population can’t be perceived as a bearer of legitimate power, which in general
leads to instability of the social organism, and causes many critical phenomena.

4. Some aspects of the problem of absenteeism have not completely been part of
scientific sources. Particularly, a common approach to the essence of absenteeism has not
been developed, there is no precise idea of the main reasons that make individuals decide
to "not participate in politics at all”, especially, in the elections. No opinion has been
formed, particularly, on how absenteeism relates to the efficiency of functions of the form
of government, state, family, education and other institutions [1].

According to some authors, the main reason of absenteeism is the unacceptability of
the social structure, the institution of elections for some groups of voters, the absence of
interest in politics, and the need to engage in political activities and not the complexity of
the technical and organizational discipline.

Generally, there are two main types of absenteeism: passive absenteeism - the low
political-legal culture of certain segments of the population, which causes indifference to
political processes, avoidance, and estrangement; active absenteeism - refusal to
participate in elections based on political motives, for example, disagreement with the
referendum question, negative attitude towards all candidates in the presidential election,
etc. Absenteeism is considered a type of electoral behavior. It is expressed not only in
participation or non-participation in elections but in the avoidance of voting, "indifferent"
(conformal) voting, protest voting, etc., too. Each of the above-mentioned forms of voter
behavior indicates the acceptance or rejection of social and political norms and values.
Electoral behavior is carried out in political processes, which reveal the dynamics of the
development and changes of the political system institutions, the participation scale of
different groups of the population in political activities.

Some researchers distinguish the following types of absenteeism:

1. Occasional, when due to the circumstances there was a phenomenon of
absenteeism in the history of the elections of the given country;

2. Frequent (for certain types of elections);
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3. Regular, when the phenomenon of absenteeism occurs in a given country during
each election, and it seems normal, expected.

A group of researchers uses only two of these types.

1. Intermittent absenteeism (occasional and frequent);

2. Systematic, systematic absenteeism [2].

Methods

A number of factors have a big influence on voter activity, such as the type of
election, the characteristics of the region, the characteristics of the electoral campaign, the
level of education, the type of population, the type of political culture prevailing in the
society, the type of electoral system, etc.

During the first round of the French presidential election in 2017, Emanuel Macron
won 24.1% of the vote (8.4 million voters) and Marine Le Pen - 21.3% (7.7 million
voters). In the second round, almost 75% of voters took part in the voting, and Macron
received 66.1% of the vote (20 million 750 thousand voters), and Le Pen - 34% (10
million 644 thousand voters): Interestingly, although almost 75% of the voters participated
in the elections, about 11.47% of them participated in the elections (4 million voters)
without voting for any candidate by openly throwing ballots in the trash. 3% of the votes
were declared invalid [3].

76.2% of voters participated in the Bundestag elections in Germany in 2017, which
is 4.7% more than during the previous elections in 2013 [4].

In Switzerland, the level of participation in elections and referendums is quite low.
Thus, only 47.2% of voters took part in the referendum in 2017, and 48.5% in the elections
in 2015 [5].

The following is the situation in the UK. 67.2% of eligible voters participated in the
snap parliamentary elections held in December 2019, which, however, is less than the
previous result - of 68.7% [6].

67.54% of the voters took part in the presidential elections in Russia in 2018, and
Vladimir Putin received 76.69% of the votes, which was considered a record index. If we
take into account the number of people included in the voter lists, V. Putin received, in
total, 51.77% of the votes [7].

62.09% of voters participated during the second round of the presidential elections
in Ukraine in 2019, where Vladimir Zelensky received 73.22% of the votes, and Petro
Poroshenko - 24.45% [8].

In 2020 46.84% of voters participated in the parliamentary elections in Azerbaijan,
which is obviously lower than the results of elections in 2015 - 56% [9].

As for the Republic of Armenia, more than 60% of voters participated in the
parliamentary elections in 2017, while only 48.63% of voters participated in the snap
parliamentary elections held in 2018. And 43.65% of voters participated in the Yerevan
city council elections in 2018. During the snap parliamentary elections held in 2021 there
was a slight increase of participation - 49.40%.
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Results and discussion

Generally, there are three main ways to overcome voter absenteeism.

The first way is to define the obligation of citizens to vote during elections. This
method contradicts the principle of free and voluntary exercise of the right of suffrage,
which is one of the main democratic achievements of the modern world, the renunciation
of which unwittingly doubts the democratic nature of the political regime in the country.

According to the supporters of the second way of overcoming absenteeism, it is
necessary to exclude both the minimum electoral threshold and the requirement to
consider the election valid. At the same time, it is emphasized that by solving the problem
of absenteeism by such a technically easiest means, the government may find itself in a
situation of de facto illegitimacy. If there is a minimum electoral threshold, the principle of
democracy is distorted, the elective bodies cease to express the will of the majority of the
people. The reduction of the minimum electoral threshold is perceived as an expression of
concessions to non-professional candidates, parties, and an absence of support and respect
by citizens for the election organizers' and the entire state government. The abolition of
such a demand contributes not only to the destruction of the legal culture of the voters but
to the other participants in the electoral process too.

The technical means of overcoming absenteeism cause legal nihilism of the citizens
having sufficient knowledge of the law. The absence of legal opportunity to express their
complaints in elections (voting against all, failing to vote by not voting) can lead to illegal
protests by citizens. If the voter avoids participating in the elections because of insufficient
development of the legal culture, then the abolition of the minimum electoral threshold
will not promote the development of the culture under any circumstances.

The third way to overcome absenteeism is to develop the legal culture of the
electorate, strengthen the citizens' confidence in the elections, and in realizing the
importance of their participation in the process of the state government. This way is the
most difficult one, but it is the most perspective one, both in terms of developing a legal
culture and ensuring the legitimacy of authorities.

It should be noted that, from the third way's point of view, there are developed
programs which envisage the development of legal culture among people starting from the
school years [10], which is why it is proposed to involve young people in parties and
electoral processes.

Conclusion

Thus, absenteeism is the political behavior of citizens, refusal to participate in
politics for a number of reasons: depoliticization of citizens, their indifference to politics
("political apathy™), protection of privacy, the frustration of people in politics, loss of trust
in candidates, political institutions, low level of political competence of voters, lack of
confidence in making the right choice, doubts about having a serious influence on politics,
the low significance of election results for citizens, etc.
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We distinguish several types of absenteeism. There are occasional, frequent, and
regular types of absenteeism. According to the level of participation in politics, there are
active and passive types of absenteeism.

Overcoming absenteeism perspective, there are three ways, the third of which is the
most difficult one, perspective and expedient at the same time is to develop the legal
culture of voters, to strengthen citizens' confidence in elections and realization of their
importance in the state government. For that purpose, it is necessary to develop the legal
culture among the people (starting from school years), to encourage the activities of
political non-governmental organizations, to involve young people in political and
electoral processes, through which young people will have a clear idea of the importance
of their participation in elections.
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