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FROM THE HISTORY OF NEAR EASTERN MIRRORS
mirror, women, Ancient Egypt,  Ancient

Keywords:  mythology,
Mesopotamia, Pax Hethitica

Abstract

Emerging from the VII-V1 millennia BC - the obsidian mirrors of Chatal-
Héyiik - and continuing their history in Ancient Egypt, Mesopotamia,
cultures of the Armenion Highlands of Asia Minor; the Enst Asian mirrors have
come a long way towards development.

Inn archaic thinking, mirrors encapsulate severnl semanlic arexs: water as o
Eonnection with the (1) underworld, magic and divination, (2) metal as a symbol
of art and fertility and (3) femininity, the latter displayed both negatively and
POsmwly The mirror is widely Nﬁ“mteﬂ in bath carly Mear Eastern
Egyption and Neo-Hi dry and written sources, which
in the context of the reorganization of the cultural environment of the period
allows a more or less clear idea of the role and significance of the mirror in
archaic societies, incheding the Bronze Age eulture of the Armenian Highlands.

Mlnnrx will become part of burial rite in the following centuries, and the
i ions typical of a mirror will also be reflected in

semantic
Armenian culture.

Mariam Khanzadyan

Fusritute of Oriental Snudies, Researcher
Departavent af Aunctent Orient
mar.khanzadyan@gmatl.com
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THE THEME OF A SMART WOMAN IN SHAH ABBAS PLOTS
OF ARMENIAN FOLKLORE
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smart woiman, belicl, test, story, society, family.

Abstract

A significant part of the Shah Abbas storics of Armenian folklore is based
on motifs regarding women. The amicle examincs those plots in which the
"““"‘-1" ‘s mind, observation, micnuily, her ab-lu:y 1o cleverly understand hopeless
and ions are revealed. As a regularity -
smart women represent the rural community (the daughter of a shepherd, wife of
a farmer, wife of o builder, ete.) and as 0 mandatory and distinguishing feanre -
they are nlso cross-eyed. In onc group of stories Shah Abbas, evaluating the
intellect of the shepherd's daughter and not taking into aceount her lower social
background marries her and puts her 1o a test, sering an almost impossible task

.

for which the woman gives a unique salut
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In one group of options, a smart woman indirectly corrects Shah Abbas's
rsh and erroneous decisions, in enother group, with o clever word she keeps him
from immoral actions, while at the same time affiming the smart woman's
unconditional place in society, and sometimes also her advantage over o man.

Observations show that if Shah Abbas punishes guilty women, then he tests
smart ones 10 make sure that they can really be smart. A varicty of identifications.

of the female theme became an indissoluble part and made the cpic image of
Shah Abbas integral,

Ester Khemchyan
Institnte of Arclhacology and Ethnography NAS RA
Baepartment af Theary and History af Folklore
ekhemchyaniiymndes. e
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Abstract

The author discusses the traditions and realities related 1o the mariage
procedure in the Hittite socicty, the rights and role of women in marriage and
family, punishments applied to adultery and bestiality eases both for men and
warmen. Armenian ethnographic materials and medicval Armenion |aws and ideas
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THE ARMENIAN WOMAN'S IMAGE REPRESENTED BY THE
BRITISH TRAVELER OF THE XIX CENTURY J. CREAGH

Keywords: Onomian Enpire, British traveler, the Armenian woman's image.
Islamic world, Christian socicty, Armenian settlements, rraditions, customs.

Abstract
¥ The image of the Armenlan woman was used by many European travellers
in their works; one of them was the British traveller of the 19th cntury of James
Creagh. The image of the A ian woman was i d as the di
of beauty and motherhood. An Armenian man in the book of J. Creagh is
presented as a courngeous, honest, loyal person who can rely on his family, and
the woman is a dedication 1o both family and national values,

Accordingly, endowing the image of an Armenian by many positive feafures
allows us 10 conclude that the British tuveler has  sense of deep respect for the

Armenian people.
Christine Melkonya
PRD, Instine af Gricontul Studics NAS Ry

Departeist of Turkish Studics, Senior Researcher,
chuvelhanyanorient.seiant
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THE ROLE OF A WOMAN IN THE MEDIEVAL MONGOL SOCIETY
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. Abstract = A

Medieval Mongal society like all medieval Enstem socicties was arganized
on the basis of the patriarchy, but women had significant rights. Women
participated in all spheres of life in medieval Mangol society. First of all &
woman played sn important role in the family, beeause she was organizing all the
warks when the man was busy with war or hunting. The women took part in wars
and hod soldiers under their command, The Mongolian sources give such
information about Genghis Khan's daughters. Mongolian woemen directly had no
right 10 be engaged in politics, but since the time of ijuim _Klnn ahr_, were
actively invalved in the political life of the empirs. The main advisars of Genghis
Khan were his mather and chief wife, and lafer his daughters-in-taw nuled m:
empire a5 regents, It is worth to mention two women - Toregenc G
Sorghaghtani, Afier Ogedei’s death Toregene ruled the empi
this she established the tradition of women's guardianship. On

re as o regent and by
e other hand
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Sorghaghtani wasn't o regent, but she was widely involved in political life of that
pertod. As a result of her activities the throne of Great khan passed to her son
Mongke, which means that there took place a specific coup in the Mongol Empire
because the supreme power had passed from Ogedel’s family to Tolui family.
Thus, women played o majoe role in medieval Mongol socicty.
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women belonghng to various nations is imporant part of the slave purchase guide
written by Christinn Bagdadi doctor [br Butlan,

For instance Ibn al-Fagih writes:

Y Jagllh alt g JE3 A i ol Y i ol e Sy e Jal ald
Fap V1AM G b i L g g

“Les femmes dgypticnnes et coptes sont tout le contraire des femmes du
Kharasan: en effer, celles-ci enfantent des males, tandis que pour les Coptes, on
e voit guére parmi elles que des femmes enfantant des filles: elles en enfantent
deux, trios et quatre”, |

Or Ibn Butlan states: “The wemen of Sind are known for thin bodies and
loayg hair. The women of Medina combine pleasant language, beautiful body,
luxury and agile mind,

The amicle also discusses the impormnt role of the m_phct Muhammaid's
wives and the youngest daughter (Khadija, Aisha and Fatima) in the first years of
establishing of the Islamic faith.

Tijgran Mikayelyan

Instiste of Oriental Studies NAS RA, Researcher,
Deparnnent of Sonrce Studies and Historiograply,
mitlgran2002Eyalioo.com
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WOMEN OF THE ARMENIAN HIGHLAND IN THE HITTITE
CUNEIFORM SOURCES

Keywords: Armenian Highland, Hittite cunciform texts, Suppiliuliumas 1,
Hukkana, Hayata, Mariyas, Palace anecdates

Abstract
The article is an stempt to collect sll reforonces rogarding female
individuals wheo are anested in the Hittite cuneiform texts which represent two
political entities of the Armenkan Highland (Hayata and Hawa). Besides this, the
author focuses on the episode dealing with the exccution of Mariyas, the ruler of
Hayala, as it is told in the wreaty signed botween the Hiwite king Suppiluliumas |
and Hukkana of HayaSa. The comparison of the background of this cpisode
points on the existence of palace etiquette in the Hittite court, as well as that of
the Middle Assyria, according 1o which any contact with the female entourage of

the palace was regarded as punishable action.
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