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THE CANNON OF "CANDLE LIGHT BAPTISM"
Written by Grigor Anavarzetsi
(Summary)

GEVORG MADOYAN

Catholicos Grigor Anavarzetsi, who lead the Armenian church between 1293
and 1307, was not only a circumspect political actor but a talented author as well.
Though he had authored over 33 cannonized Sharakans, only five of them are
known to scholars. The author has uncovered 8 heretofore unknown cannons of
catholicos Anavarzetsi one of which is the candle-light baptism cannon; this he
has copied from a manuscript stored in the Mashtots Matenadaran of Erevan.

The cannon consists of 31 verses which constitute 7 sharakans. According to
the author, these Sharakans can not be considered poetry in the full sense of the
word, because most of the best Armenian Sharakans are those which have little to
do with biblical events and ceremonies, since the authors do not find themselves
restrained with a set of fixed terminology and scenery.
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