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SONA GRIGORYAN

THE TOPONYMS OF THE ARMENIAN HIGHLAND ACCORDING IN THE
“HISTORY OF ARMENIA” OF N. ADONTZ

In the second half of the 19" centuary the Armenian nation gave birth to
several great personalities, who raised the Armenian studies to higher level.
Among those great researchers N. Adontz must be mentioned. In the last period
of his life he occupied himself with the research of the history of Biajmh-Urartu
The results of his research were in 1946 in a
work under the heading “History of Armenia”. In his work he dedicated himself
mainly to the research of the military-polotical events of Biajnili-Urartu (IX — VI
centuries B.C.), to ist toponyms and to the names of its gods. In reality he never
had a goal to occupy himself with the research of the history of Urartu. Actually,
we have to do here with a voluminous work of a greater research, in which the
part, dedicated to the events of the Urartian epoch, was to make up only one
portion of that more comprehensive research which he intended to realize. We
should note that this study ny N. Adontz is rich in foreign sources. He consulted
for it the works by E. Forrer, A. Sayce, F. Thureau-Dangin, S. F. Lehmann-Haupt
etc. But the urartological studies of the Soviet period are missing here. It is known
that simultaneously G. Kapantsyan was active in Soviet Armenia who first wrote
an extensive monograph “The History of Urartu” (Yerevan, 1940). In the
juxtapositionof the Urartian toponyms is very significant the identification of the
toponyms Erikuahi-Orkov. He has identified the toponym Erikuahi of Urartian
cuneiform sources with the name of the village Workov of the province Masiaz
Otn which also the historian Khazar of Parpi mentions. In the urartology this point
of view was adopted by N. Harutjunyan. In the inscriptions of the king Menua,
which were discovered in Van, the country of Ususuani is mentioned which was
occupied together with the town Arpujani. N. Adontz identifies Ususuani with
Sasun (H. Khorikyan agrees with this theory, whereas H. Karagjozyan identifies it
with Bsanq). Among the Urartian toponyms the identification is important, which
he realized with respect to settiement Izirtu-Berdizor of the Kingdom Mana which
lies to the south of the lake Urmia. Izitu was mentioned in the period from
Salmanasar lll to Sargon Il. It was mostly mentioned under the reign of Sargon I.
With me question of the leocalization of the town a lot of researchers have

ey have identified it with Qaplanu tepe, Qalajgi tepe and
located i m the neighborhood of Saqgz, near Baneh, to the north of Bukan, but N.
Adontz |zirtu with a town which to lzirtu and

was snuated in the neighborhood of the state Zamua and Paddira. G. Melikishvili,
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N. Harutiunyan, E. Grekyan agreed with this localization by N. Adontz.
Thereforre, despite the fact that some points of view of Adontz concerning the
Urartology are disputable in the modern Urartian studies, his contribution to this
branch of history is inmense.
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