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FOREWORD

John Ellerton Lodge, the first Director of the Freer Gallery of Art, purchased 
five Armenian manuscripts for the collection in the 1930’s, and this nucleus was 
augmented by three under his successor Archibald Gibson Wenley who also added 
three single decorated sheets. It was Mr. Wenley’s idea to invite Professor Sirarpie 
Der Nersessian of Harvard University to study and publish this material. Thanks 
to her position as Henri Focillon Professor of Byzantine Art and Archaeology at 
Dumbarton Oaks, Trustees for Harvard University, it was possible for her to work 
with the manuscripts in the Gallery at her own convenience; and the present vol­
ume is the culmination of a research project begun in 1945. The Freer Gallery 
is greatly honored to have this collection published by Miss Der Nersessian, who 
is generally recognized as the leading authority on Armenian art, and is most 
grateful to her for the very generous amount of time she has devoted to it in 
addition to the normal heavy responsibilities of her distinguished post.

The photographic work was done by Raymond A. Schwartz, Chief of our 
photographic laboratory, and the editorial work has been done by our Editorial 
Secretary, Lloyd E. Langford in cooperation with the Editorial and Publications 
Division of Smithsonian Institution. We gratefully acknowledge the material 
support of the Ford Foundation, which provided a substantial grant toward the 
cost of this publication.

John Alexander Pope, 
Director, Freer Gallery of Art. 

Washington, D.C.
April 3, 1963.
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>DE; >��� �K9� >A<P; �B9EA�P��; �; >���<� AH�9� >��K�A�9� >��K; �<�K; � �P9� DAE��C�A�9� >�A�� : �; �
�; 9@; A�K9@; �S; ; � �A�D>�; >��� �A; C9�9�; �CDS��E9��<� A?

� K; �	 �P; � �9� �A; E��<� �E9P; ��� �<�S; �� : �E<� A�>; �9S�L��9�; �?�� � ���9� AP����� : �K�A�
E<��; E��<� ��<��K; �" P��KA<� �9� �� � A���D��<� � �?�� � ; ; ��<D���� ; >��K; �C��� E�C�; A�=K�EK�
K9>�: D�>; >�K�P��� �K�A�A; �; E��<� H�9� >�; FC�; AA; >�K�A�>; A��; �i �<�D� ��; �P<>; �� �=<�V�
= ��K�P9A�; �C�; E; A�<B�E; ��9�� �C; ��<>A�<B�K�: K�E�@���W9��<� H�K9�P<� �<DA��� �AC����D9��
9� >�CKLA�E9��AD: : ; A��<� H�K9@�� : ��K; �C<= ; ���<�S�<9>; � �; A�K; ��E�ED��D�; �9� >��K; �
: �9E; ��<�; �; @9�; ��K; �KDP9� �P�� >?j�� � �V; ; C�� : �= ��K��K; A; ��>; 9A��K; �B��A��	 �P; � �9� �
P9� DAE��C��9EaD��; >��� �568J�SL��K; �>��; E�<��<B��K; �� � ; ; ��4 9��; �L�<B�	 � �H�T<K� �� ?�
� <>: ; H�=9A��K; �B�� ; A��=<�V��� �; F�A�; � E; �<D�A�>; ��K; ��9�: ; �E<��; E��<� A�<B�� � ; @9� H�
T; �DA9�; PH�9� >�
 ; � �E; H�9�4 <AC; ��= ����; � ��� ��K; �58�K�E; � �D�L�9� >����DA��9�; >�= ��K�
� DP; �<DA�P�� �9�D�; A?�" �� E; ��K; � �A; @; �9���PC<��9� ��; F9PC�; A�K9@; �S; ; � �9>>; >�9� >�
�K; �	 �P; � �9� �P9� DAE��C�A�� <= �B<�P��K; ��9�: ; A��A�� : �; �: �<DC�9P<� : ��K; �P9� DY
AE��C�A�<B��K; �� K��A��9� �� 9A���� ��K; �� � ; ; ��4 9��; �L�<B�	 � �H�9� >��K; �B�� ; A��B�<P��K; �
9���A��E�C<�� ��<B�@�; =?

� K�A�AP9���SD��EK<�E; �E<��; E��<� ��� E�D>; A�A�F�4 <AC; �AH�9�� LP� 9�H�9� >�9�#A9��; �H�
9� >�E<@; �A�9�AC9� �<B�A; @; � �E; � �D��; A?�� K; �<�>; A��P9� DAE��C���A�9��9�: ; �4 <AC; ��
= ����; � ��� ��K; �B�� ; �D� E�9��<B��K; �55�K�E; � �D�LH�9�� ; C�; A; � �9��@; �; F9PC�; �<B�9�AEK<<��
<B�P�� �9�D��A�A�=K<�= ; �; �9E��@; ��� ��K; �C; ��CK; �9��� ; : �<� �<B�	 �P; � �9H�9�<D� >��K; �
E��L�<B� ; ���; � ; ��� �	 A�9� �� <�H�9� >��� �� ; �: KS<��� : �P<� 9A�; � �; A�<B��K; �� 9D�DA�
 <D� �9�� A?�� <D��<�K; ��4 <AC; �AH�>9��� : ��� ��K;�5J�K�9� >�58�K�E; � �D��; AH�= ; �; �
= ����; � ��� �� ���E�9H��� ��K; �� ; = �K<P; �9� >�; A�9S��AK; >�SL��K; �	 �P; � �9� A�<� ��K; �AK<�; A�
<B��K; � ; >��; ��9� ; 9� �" ; 9�9B�; � ��K; �E<� aD; A��<B��K; ���P<�K; ��E<D� ��L�SL��K; �" ; �ZDa�
� D�VA?�� K�A��A�C9���ED�9��L�B<��D� 9�; H�B<���K; �9���<B�S<<V����DP�� 9��<� �� ; 9EK; >���A�
K�: K; A��C<�� ���� �� ���E�9�>D��� : ��K; A; ��=<�E; � �D��; A?�� K�; ; �<B��K; A; �4 <AC; ��P9� DY
AE��C�A�E9� �S; �9AA�: � ; >��<��K; �AE��C�<��DP �<B��K; �C9���9�EK9��A; ; �<B�� �<PV�9H��K; �
�; 9>�� : �9���A��E�E; � �; �H�; AC; E�9��L�>D��� : ��K; �; � ��: K�; � ; >��D�; �<B��K; �� 9�K<��E<A�
� <� A�9� ��� ; ���$5JJ5�7I -X��K; �B<D��K��A�9�C�<>DE��<B��K; �AE��C�<��DP�B<D� >; >�SL�
R�AK<C�T<K� H�S�<�K; ��<B�� �� : �� ; �kDP��?
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� K; �; �9�; �� <�; F9PC�; AH�9A�L; �H��� ��K; �E<��; E��<� �<B��K; �� � ; ; ��4 9��; �L�<B�	 � �H�<B�
�K; �=<�V�><� ; �>D��� : ��K; �A9P; ���P; ��� �4 �; 9��	 �P; � �9H�=K; �; ��K; �; �=9A�9�A<�E<� Y
A�>; �9S�; �9���A��E�9E��@��L?�� K; �AP9���#A9��; � �: �@; A�DA�9� ��>; 9�<B��K; �A�L�; �<B�C9�� ��� : �
�� ��K; ��9�; �5
 �K�9� >�; 9��L�5G�K�E; � �D��; A�9� >�����A�<B�AC; E�9��A�: � �B�E9� E; �B<���K; �
K�A�<�L�<B�#A9��; �����DA��9��<� ?

� K; ���<DS�; >�C<����E9��E<� >���<� A�ED��9��; >��K; ����; �9�L�9� >�9���A��E�9E��@���; A�
�� ��K; �5G�K�9� >�57�K�E; � �D��; AH�; FE; C���� ��K; �9�; 9�9�<D� >�� 9V; �
 9� H�SD���K; �; �=9A�9�
� <�9S�; �� ; @�@9��>D��� : ��K; �5I �K�E; � �D�L��� �	 �P; � �9�C�<C; ��9� >��� �� DP; �<DA�E<PY
PD� ���; A�; A�9S��AK; >�<D�A�>; ��K; �E<D� ��L?�� �; P; � �A�<B�%; A�; �� ��E<� <: �9CKLH�=K�EK�
K9>�9��; 9>L�9CC; 9�; >��� �AC<�9>�E�B9AK�<� ��� ��K; ��9�; �P; >�; @9��C; ��<>H�S; E9P; �P<�; �
� DP; �<DA��K; � H�9� >�= ; �9�A<�; � E<D� �; ��B<� ��K; �B��A����P; ��K; ��� B�D; � E; �<B��K; �; � : �9@Y
�� : A�<B�C��� �; >�� 9��� �R�S�; A?�	 � �; F9PC�; �<B��K�A�P9L�S; �A; ; � ��� ��K;�� LP� 9��
= ����; � ��� �<� ; �<B��K; �� <��K; 9A�; � � �C�<@�� E; A�<B�	 �P; � �9?�� � ��K; ���; BB<��A��<��PC�<@; �
�K; �A�L�; �<B�C9�� ��� : �=K�EK�K9>�>; : ; � ; �9�; >��� �P9� L�9�; 9AH��K; �P�� �9�D��A�A�<B��K; �
5I �K�E; � �D�L��D�� ; >��K; ���9��; � ��<� ��<��K; �=<�VA�<B��K; �: � ; 9��C; ��<>�<B�	 �P; � �9� �
���DP�� 9��<� b �K9���AH��<��K; �� ���E�9� �P9� DAE��C�A�<B��K; �58�K�E; � �D�LH�=K�EK��K; L�
�P ��9�; >�9� >�A<P; ��P; A�E<C�; >�>��; E��L?�� K; �4 <AC; ��= ����; � ��� �" ; S9A��9��� ��K; �
�9�; �5I �K�E; � �D�L��A�9� �<D�A�9� >�� : �; F9PC�; �<B��K�A�� ; @�@9�H�9� >�9� ��PC<��9� ��= ��� ; AA�
<B��K; �K�: K��; EK� �E9��AV����<B��K; �C9�� �; �A�<B��K�A�C; ��<>?

� K; �P9� DAE��C�A�A�D>�; >��� ��K; �B<��<= �� : �C9: ; A�9�; �C�9E; >��� ��K; ���EK�<� <Y
�<: �E9��<�>; �H�= ��K�<� ; �; FE; C��<� ?�� <>; F�� <?�8J?5OH�=K�EK�P9L�K9@; �S; ; � �= ����; � �
9�B; = �L; 9�A��9�; ���K9� �� <?�G7?55H�C�; E; >; A������ �<�>; ���<�: �<DC����= ��K��K; �<�K; � �
4 <AC; �A�B�<P ��K; �A9P; �AE��C�<��DP?�� K; �C�9� �<B��K; �CDS��E9��<� ��A�9A�B<��<=AQ�	 �
B9E�D9��>; AE��C��<� �<B��K; �P9� DAE��C�?�� K; �; �9�; �� <��; F�D9��E<PP; � �A�B<���K; �
4 <AC; �AH�; FE; C���� �� ; : 9�>��<��K; �C9AA9: ; �<B��K; �9>D��; �<DA�=<P9� �9� >��K; ��9A��@; �A; A�
<B��K; �4 <AC; ��<B� 9�V?�� K; �E<PC<A���<� �<B��K; �#A9��; ��9� >��K; �� LP� 9��K9A�S; ; � �
>; AE��S; >�9� >H�B<���K; ��9��; �H��K; �<�>; ��9� >�A; �; E��<� �<B��K; �KLP� A�K9@; �S; ; � �E<PY
C9�; >�= ��K��K<A; �<B�<�K; ��P9� DAE��C�A?�� K; �E<�<CK<� AH�9� >��K; �ALPS<��E9���� �; �Y
C�; �9��<� �<B��K; �� 9� <� ��9S�; A��� E�D>; >��� ��=<�P9� DAE��C�AH�9�; �: �@; � ��� ��K; �<��: �� 9��
�9� : D9: ; H�= ��K<D��9���9� A�9��<� H��� ��K; �	 CC; � >�F?�� <= ; @; �H�� ; �; @9� ��C9AA9: ; A�<B�
�K; �E<�<CK<� AH��K; ��� B<�P9��<� �9S<D���K; ���P; �9� >�C�9E; �<B��K; �E<CLH��K; �� 9P; A�<B�
�K; �AE��S; A�9� >�<= � ; �A�9�; �ADPP9��W; >��� ��K; �A; E��<� �; � ����; >�i � �A�<�L�<B��K; �
 9� DAE��C�?j�� <PP; � �A�<� ��K; �ALPS<��E9���� �; �C�; �9��<� A�9�; ���V; = �A; ��� E�D>; >�
�� ��K; ��; F�?

� K; �P<A��>; �9��; >�C9����A�9�A�D>L�<B��K; ����DA��9��<� AH�A�� E; ��K; �P9� DAE��C�A�<B�
�K; �E<��; E��<� A�9�; �C��P9���L��PC<��9� ��9A�=<�VA�<B�9��?�� � �E<� ��9>�A��� E��<� ��<�
RLW9� ��� ; �P9� DAE��C�AH��K; �; F9E��>9�; �9� >�C�<@; � 9� E; �<B�=K�EK�9�; ��9�; �L��� >�Y
E9�; >H��K; �	 �P; � �9� �P9� DAE��C�A�DAD9��L�E<� �9�� �9�= ; 9��K�<B��� �; � ; A��� : ��� B<�P9Y
��<� ��� ��K; ��<� : �E<�<CK<� A�9>>; >�SL��K; �AE��S; AH�9� >��K; L�E9� �S; �: �<DC; >�SL���P; �
9� >�C�9E; �9� >�; @; � �D� >; ��9�A�� : �; �9���A�?���K9@; ��K; �; B<�; ��� >�E9�; >H�=K; � ; @; ��
C<AA�S�; H�9���AD�@�@�� : �=<�VA�; F; ED�; >�SL��K; �AE��S; �<��P�� �9�D��A��<B�; 9EK�P9� DY
AE��C�H�<���K;�A�: � �B�E9� ��; F9PC�; A�<B��K;�AE��C�<��DP�<��9�; 9��<�=K�EK��K9��
P9� DAE��C��S; �<� : A?�� K; A; �� ; P9�VAH�E<PS�� ; >�= ��K��K; ��E<� <: �9CK�E�9� >�A�L��A��E�
A�D>�; AH��KDA�E<� A���D�; �S��; B�P<� <: �9CKA�<� ��� >�@�>D9��C9�� �; �AH�<��<� �9�AC; E�B�E�
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: �<DC�<B�P9� DAE��C�A?�	 ��K<D: K��� �; 9EK�E9A; ��K; �9��; � ��<� �=9A�C; �B<�E; �B<EDA; >�
<� ��K; �P9� DAE��C��D� >; � �E<� A�>; �9��<� H���K9@; ��� �; >�� <���<��<A; �A�: K��<B��K; �S�<9>; � �
9AC; E�A�9� >���K<C; ��K9���K; �A�D>�; A�<B��K; �B<D��� ���E�9� �4 <AC; �AH��9V; � ��<: ; �K; �H�
= ����: �@; �9� �9>; aD9�; ��>; 9�<B��K; ��PC<��9� E; �<B��K; �9���<B��K9��C; ��<>?

� ��=9A�� <��C<AA�S�; ��<�� ; C�<>DE; �9����K; �; F9PC�; A�E��; >�B<��CD�C<A; A�<B�E<PY
C9��A<� H�9� >�<� �L�9�AP9���A; �; E��<� �K9A�S; ; � �9>>; >?�� <= ; @; �H��K; �: ; � ; �<DA�C�9� �
<B��K; �� � ; ; ��4 9��; �L�<B�	 � ���<�� ; C�<>DE; �BD��L��K; �P�� �9�D�; A�9� >��K; �>; E<�9��@; �
C9: ; A�<B�9����K; �P9� DAE��C�A�<B��K; �E<��; E��<� H��<: ; �K; ��= ��K�; F9PC�; A�<B��K; �
P9�: �� 9��<�� 9P; � �A�9� >��� ���9�AH�= ����: � ; 9��L�E<� ���SD�; ��<��K; �V� <= �; >: ; �<B�9� �
9���=K�EK�� ; �9�� ; >���A�@��9���L�9� >��� >�@�>D9���L�<@; ��9��<� : �C; ��<>�<B���P; H�9� >�
C�<>DE; >�A<P; �<B��K; �B�� ; A��; F9PC�; A�<B�P; >�; @9��C9�� ��� : ?

��9P�: � ; 9��L��� >; S�; >��<��K; �	 �P; � �9� �	 E9>; PL�<B�" E�; � E; AH�B<��9���K; �� �
�� @��9��<� ���=9A�9S�; ��<�AC; � >�9�P<� �K�9��� � ; @9� ��� ��K; �ADPP; ��<B�567MX�9� >��<�
� ?�� K9�EK�V�9� H�. �� ; E�<��<B��K; �� � �� � � � � � � � ��9� >�K�A�9AA�A�9� �A�=K<�B9E����9�; >�
�� �; @; �L�=9L�PL�A�D>L�<B��K; �� �EK�E<��; E��<� �<B��K�A���S�9�L?�� K; �� DP; �<DA�� ; B; �Y
; � E; A�P9>; ��� ��K; �E<D�A; �<B��K�A�CDS��E9��<� ��<��K; �P9� DAE��C�A�<B�� � ; @9� H�P9� L�<B�
=K�EK�9�; �A�����D� CDS��AK; >H�AK<= �K<= �: � ; 9��L�PL�=<�V�S; � ; B��; >�B�<P ��K�A�; FE; CY
��<� 9��<CC<��D� ��L?���= �AK��<��K9� V��K; �� �DA�; ; A�<B��K; �%9��; �A�	 � ��4 9��; �L�9� >�
 �AA�. <�<�KL� �� ; �H�� ; ; C; ��<B� 9� DAE��C�AH�B<���K; ���V�� >� ; AA��� �A; � >�� : �<� �
�<9� ��<��K; �� � ; ; ��4 9��; �L�<B�	 � ��9�C�; E�<DA�P9� DAE��C��<B��K; ���E<��; E��<� H��K; �
	 �P; � �9� �4 <AC; ��� <?�G86H�9� >�B<���K; ���C; �P�AA�<� ��<�� ; C�<>DE; �A<P; �<B��K; �
P�� �9�D�; A?�� �9P �: �9�; BD���<�	 �EKS�AK<C�� ; : K�AK; �. ; �>; � �9� H�	 �P; � �9� �#9���9�EK�
<B�T; �DA9�; PH�9� >��<�R�AK<C�� <�9L��R<: K9��9� H�� ; ; C; ��<B� 9� DAE��C�AX��<��K; �
� ; @; �; � >�� 9�K; ��� ; �<@C; �� EK; �9V�9� H�� ; ; C; � �<B� 9� DAE��C�A�<B��K; � ; VK��K9��A��
� �S�9�L��� �
 ; � �E; H�B<���K; �B9E�����; A��K; L�<BB; �; >�P; �=K; � �A�D>L�� : ��K; �� �EK�E<��; EY
��<� A�<B��K; A; ��=<���S�9��; A?�" C; E�9���K9� VA�9�; �9�A<�>D; ��<�	 �EK�S9�>�4 ?�%; � �; LH�
�9�; �. �� ; E�<��<B��K; �� � ; ; ��4 9��; �L�<B�	 � �H�9� >�. �?�T<K� �	 ?�#<C; H��K; �C�; A; � ��
. �� ; E�<�X��<�. �?�� �EK9�>�� ���� : K9DA; � H�� D�9�<��<B�� ; 9��� 9A�; �� �	 ��X�9� >��<�
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