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21; SPPU.BLUY, ¥, A8 Luyhublut whnmp bl wnuwpwgnidp, h MRE, 1966
Ne 4, 94, 98; hGsyku Guhe wb'u lmJl{manﬁbﬁhp, Yhywqquyht q.bm\udnqn\":
JonnuwdGuph dnnnjwdnil, qj. l\nfpmq.hp‘ RULPNRTULPBU Y, 4., 2013;
PU2US B0y, 4. ., Suyumumnulp dop.wm. XV-Vi[ pupbpnid ($uyng hha
yundaippib), typdhwdhG 1998, 133-143; UnyG, Juyng hpl yundnp bl
hupghp (UyGuphGlp buyng hpG yunndnip-bwG), bedhwdhG 2010, 15-21;
Supnh[}bh‘ubu%, R. &, duyuuinubh, bWJ-ﬁpwﬁmeﬁ prwplzpm.p[uﬁﬁbp/;
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Summary

P'ARNAWAZ - AN ARMENIAN KING?

(THE BABYLONIAN VERSION OF KHORENATSI OR THE
SEBEOSIAN VERSION OF THE FALL OF ASSYRIA)

RUSLAN TSAKANYAN

In this article an attempt is made on the basis of the Babylonian Chronicles
and Armenian medieval historians Movses Khorenatsi and Sebeos to describe
the political situation in the Armenian Highlands at the end of the 7th century
BC. In his monumental work, Khorenatsi mainly preferred Greek sources, hence
the Median version of the fall of the Assyrian state. But Khorenatsi clearly pos-
sessed other sources as well, according to which the fall of Assyria was consid-
ered from the point of view of Babylon. Moreover, Khorenatsi himself does not
deny the existence of this fact — “For the deeds of the father Nabuchadnezzar
were written down by the supervisors of their annals ...”. Here the conclusions
are more than clear: there were two versions available to Khorenatsi according
to which the first Armenian king was crowned not by Nabopalassar or Nebu-
chadnezzar, but by the Median king Varbakes-Cyaxares.

In the work of Sebeos we come across only the Babylonian version, where
the above mentioned events are connected with Babylon. Sebeos notes: “This
P’arnawaz submitted to the king of Babylon Nebuchadnezzar, and since then
was ruled by the kings of the Babylonians and Medians before Alexander the
Great.” Sebeos reports that the possession of P’arnawaz were located in the
southwestern regions of the Armenian Highland - in Aldznik (Unduhp) or So-
phene (Isuwa, Onthp), in particular in the region of Angeltun (Uugknuinil) of
the Armenian Geography. The name of P’arnawaz appears in the list of Arme-
nian kings and patriarchs in Khorenatsi’s work. The records of Sebeos are simi-
lar to the Babylonian Chronicles. Of the latter, we know that during the Assyr-
ian-Babylonian conflict (626-605 BC), the Babylonian army led by kings
Nabopalassar and Nebuchadnezzar, the heir to the throne, appeared at least three
times on the borders of the Armenian Highlands. Perhaps they moved further
into the highlands - in 609 BC to the Izalla area, in 608 BC to Bet-Hanuniya

and in 607 BC “to the district of Urad/rtu” or “to the district of the sea” [in the
basin of Lake Van or Lake Hazar (?)].
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In this article an attempt is made (on the basis of the “Babylonian Chroni-
cles” and Armenian medieval historians Movses Khorenatsi and Sebeos) to re-
store political situation in the Armenian Highland at the end of VII century B.C.
In his monumental work M. Khorenatsi mainly preferred Greek sources. Hence
originates the “Median” version of the fall of the Assyrian state. But M.
Khorenatsi obviously possesses with other sources also, according to which the
fall of Assyria was considered from the point of view of Babylon. Moreover, M.
Khorenatsi himself does not deny the existence of this fact — "For the deeds of
the father Nabuchadnezzar were written down by the supervisors of their an-
nals...". Here the conclusions are more than clear: under the hand of M.
Khorenatsi there were two versions according to which the first Armenian king
was crowned not by Nabopalassar or Nebuchadnezzar, but by the Midian king
"Varbakes"-Cyaxares. And in the study of Sebeos we meet only the “Babylo-
nian” version, where the above mentioned events are bound to Babylonia.
Sebeos notes: "This P’arnawaz submitted to the king of Babylon Nebuchadnez-
zar. And since then was owned by the kings of the Babylonians and Midian be-
fore the Alexander the Great”. Sebeos reports that the possession of Parnawaz
were located in the southwestern regions of the Armenian Highland - in Aldznik
(UnaGht) or Sophena (Isuwa, Unthf), in particular, in the region of Angeltun
(U.GghnwnniG) of the “Armenian Geography”. The name of P’arnawaz occurs
in the list of Armenian kings-patriarchs in M. Khorenatsi's work. The records of
Sebeos are similar to the "Babylonian Chronicles". Of the latter, we know that
during the Assyrian-Babylonian conflict (626-605 B.C.), the Babylonian army
led by King Nabopalassar and Nebuchadnezzar, the heir to the throne appeare(i
at least three times on the borders of the Armenian Highland. Per,haps they
moved further into the highlands - in 609 B.C. in the Izalla area, in 608 B.C. in

Bet-Hanuniya and in 607 B.C. "to the district of Ura&/rtu" or "to the district of
Sea (in the basin of Lake Van or Lake Hazar (2))",



