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Introduction

The data concerning seals in the Urartian cuneiform sources are sparse. There
are only two known Urartian references to seals: one is a mentioning of an iron
seal ordered by Sarduri Il in connection with his victory in the land Kulha, and
another one is a reference concerning a seal-keeping official (““NA4 DIR)'.

! Diakonoff I., Urartian Letters and Documents. Moscow-Leningrad, 1963, N Tio, 23, 43, 63
(in Russian), Salvini M., Corpus dei Testi Urartei |, Le Iscrizioni su Pietra e Roccia | Tessti,
Documenta AsianaVlll, Volume Primo, Roma, 2008, N A 9-3 Il For finds of royal family seals
cf. Diakonoff I., op. cit., p. 1, 5-7, Seidl U., Die Siegelbilder, Bastam |: Ausgrabungen in den
urartdischen Anlagen 1972-1975, Berlin, 1979, N Ar, A2, Br, Seidl U., Die Siegelbilder, Bastam
[Il: Ausgrabungen in den urartdischen Anlagen 1977-1978, Berlin, 1988, N A3 A4 As Ba, B3 By,
Salvini M., Inscriptions on Clay, in: A. Cilingiroglu, M. Salvini (eds), Ayanis I, Roma, 2001, Fig.
8 a-f.

119



Urartian Seals of Lake Sevan Region

Assyrian sources also provide information on Urartian seals: in particular
concerning the loss of a seal that hung on Sarduri II’s neck after the Arpad
battle (743 BC)>.

In contrast to the written sources, archaeolgical data are quite abundant.
Examples of seals have been found in the whole territory of Urartu. This article
aims at presenting seals found from the northeastern regions of Urartian
kingdom, particularly from the Sevan Lake basin.

Seals from the Region of Lake Sevan

There are eleven Urartian seals known from six sites around Lake Sevan,
and particularly from Karchaghbyur, Noratus, Tsovinar, Nerkin Getashen, Gavar
(Nor Bayazet) and Sarukhan (cf. Fig. 1). Seals from Noratus and Karchaghbyur
were found in the burial complexes of the 7t — 6% centuries BC, whereas the
others are accidental finds. Those seals have been incompletely described and
discussed in the previous research. Hereafter an attempt is made to fill this gap,
summarizing them and giving a detailed description and new interpretation.

1. Conical seal, with an opening on the top of the body (serpentine, the
height of preserved part 2 cm, diameter 1.6 cm) (Fig. 2/11). On the bottom
surface a dog or wolf-headed, winged gryphon is depicted, looking backward,
with bird rudder and feather covered body. A crescent moon is present above
its wing.

It was discovered in the ruined burial in Sarukhan necropolis (excavated by
A. Piliposyan). The seal is kept in Erebuni Museum (inventory 165/1). Only its
drawing has been published*.

The parallels of the seal are of stone and clay®.

2 Diakonoff I., Assyrian-Babylonian Sources on the History of Urartu (“Journal of Ancient
History”, 1951, N 2, p. 311, 41(67) (in Russian).

3 For details cf. Seidl U., Urartdische Glyptik, in: H.-J. Kellner (Hrsg.), Urartu: Ein
wiederentdeckter Rivale Assyriens, Ausstellungskataloge der Prahistorischen Staatssammlung,
1976, N 2, Minchen, S. 61, Piliposyan A., Seals of the Armenian Highlands in the System of
Ancient Near Eastern Glyptics, Yerevan, 1998 (in Armenian), Ayvazian A., Urartian Glyptic: New
Perspectives, Dissertation, University of California, Berkeley, UMI Microfilms, Ann Arbor, 2006.

4 Piliposyan A., op. cit., Tab. 14, Fig. 6, Movsisyan A., Van Kingdom Hieroglyphics, Yere-
van, 1998, Tab. XXXII, Fig. 1 (in Armenian).

5 Piotrovsky B., Karmir Blur Il, Excavation Results 1949-50, Yerevan, 1952, Fig. 227, 9, »
(in Russian), Seidl U., Bastam |, Taf. 39/7 Cs, 8 Cs, Taf. 42/4 Dss.
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2. Bell-shaped seal, with circular ear (bronze, height 2,1 cm, diameter 0.7
cm) (Fig. 2/9). Due to the damage, there is a cavity on the bottom surface.

It was found in N 22 burial at necropolis “Hayrei Kharabek” in Karchaghb-
yur village during excavations of 1971-1972 (supervised by H. Mnatsakanyan).
The artefact is kept in the History Museum of Armenia (inventory 2565/204) and
has been published along with the materials unearthed in the burial®.

The samples of similar type are of stone and bronze and are quite wides-
pread’.

3. Disk-shaped seal with concave sides and longitudinal opening (stone)
(Fig. 2/8). A sitting lion with raised tail is incised on one surface, while on the
other surface an image of a horse with accentuated mane is depicted. Both have
an image of a moon crescent above their backs.

The seal is from Gavar, however the precise place of discovery is unknown.
The first reference has been made by B. Piotrovsky?.

This type of seals is known only in small quantity®.

4. Truncated cone-shaped seal with semi-circular ear attached to the body
by means of square pedestal-shaped foundation (steatite, height 3 cm, bottom
1.5 x 1.0 cm) (Fig. 2/2). The images are repeated: on the wide sides a lion with
bent clawed low extremities, raised tail ending with a tassel is depicted, looking
to the right with its head oriented to the seal bottom. A spike is depicted on each
narrow side. Images of four fish are incised on the bottom surface.

6 Yengibaryan N., in: Biscione R., Hmayakyan S., Parmegiani N. (ed.), The North-Eastern
Frontier: Urartians and Non-Urartians in Lake Sevan Basin, |. The Southern Shores, Documenta
Asiana VII, Roma, 2002, PI. 1lI/15.

7 Martirosyan H., Mnatsakanyan H., Urartian Columbarium of Nor-Aresh (“Bulletin of
Social Sciences”, 1958, N 10, p. 63-84, Tab. 1 (in Armenian), Piotrovsky B., Karmir Blur, I,
Excavatiton Results 1939-49, Yerevan, 1950, Fig. 4635 Fig. 47 (in Russian), Yesayan S.,
Kalantaryan A., Oshakan |, Main Results of Excavations, 1971-1983, Yerevan, 1988, Tab. LIV,
Fig. 13 (in Russian), Ozdem F. (ed.), Urartu: War and Aesthetics, Istanbul, 2003, p. 144, 146,
148, 154.

8 Piotrovsky B., Urartu and Transcaucasia (“Brief Reports of the Institute of History of
Material Culture”, 1940, N 3, p. 33, Fig. 9 (in Russian), cf. also Kuftin B., Urartian “Columbar-
ium” at the Foot of Ararat and the Kura-Araxes Aeneolithics, Bulletin of the Museum of Georgia,
1944, N 13-B, Thilisi, p. 59 (in Russian).

% Israelyan M., History of the Fortress-Town Erebuni (According to Epigraphic and Ar-
chaeological Data), Yerevan, 1971, p. 97, Fig. 1225 (in Armenian), Kuftin B., op. cit., Tab. 1X3,
Seidl U., Bastam Il, Taf. D 42.

121



Urartian Seals of Lake Sevan Region

" pavusSH e o ) SEVAN LAKE REGION

_ ] et ~. ,7"| ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES
i A 74 WITH URARTIAN INSCRIPTIONS
3 e A e N AND ARTEFACTS

Figure 1. Lake Sevan Region: Archaeological sites with Urartian

inscriptions and artefacts.

The object was unearthed in N 21 burial at Noratus necropolis in 1989 (su-
pervisors A. Piliposyan and N. Yengibaryan) and is kept in the Erebuni Museum
(inventory 156/288). Both the image'® and its description' have been published.

Seals of the similar type are known from various sites'.

10 Piliposyan A., op. cit., Tab. 63, Fig. 3, Movsisyan A., op. cit., Tab. XXXII, Fig. 3.

" Yengibaryan N., Urartian Burials in Noratus, in: G. Tiratsyan (ed.), Scientific Confer-
ence dedicated to the Results of Field Archaeological Investigations in 1989-1990 in the Repub-
lic of Armenia, Conference Abstracts, Yerevan, 1991, p. 67 (in Armenian), cf. also Ayvazian A.,
op. cit., p. 75, Fig. 3.9.

12 Movsisyan A., op. cit., Tab. XXI, Fig. 21-23, Piliposyan A., op. cit., Tab. 64, Fig. 4,
Karapetyan I., Yengibaryan N., Burial with a Priest Seal in Argishtikhinili (“Bulletin of Yerevan
University”, 2002, N 2, Tab. I, Fig. 1 (in Armenian), Piotrovsky B., Karmir Blur, Ill, Excavatin
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5. A four-sided seal with circular handle (bronze, height 2.8 cm, side length
1.1 cm, differs from the previous seal by rectangularity of the sides) (Tab. 1/7).
Side surfaces are edged from the top and bottom with side belts consisting of
oblique and wavy lines, enclosed in grooved lines. The images of the sides are: a
bull with accentuated horns, long tail and raised left extremity, looking backwards
and to the right, and a bird with long legs and beak, looking to the left — probably
a stork or a crane (the schematic nature of the image does not allow more precise
definition), as well as a long-horned deer with a pointed snout, raised upper leg
and looking to the left. Only an image of crescent shaped horns has been preser-
ved on the fourth side: most probably, it was a depiction of a goat. On the bottom
surface of the seal is a stylized image.

This seal was found at the Nerkin Getashen necropolis in 1906 during exca-
vations conducted by E. Lalayan. Nowadays it is kept in the History Museum of
Armenia (inventory 20/105). It was brought to the museum among the artefacts
received from Armenian Ethnographical Society in Thilisi'3.

Parallels to the seal are known from the whole territory of Urartu™.

6. Cylinder seal with circular ear (soap-stone, height 3.1 cm, diameter 1.4
cm) (Fig. 2/10). The images are present on the side surfaces and bottom surface.
Only depictions of a part of clothing and wings are visible, as the side surfaces
were worn as a result of usage. Most probably, it was an image of a winged
creature. On the bottom surface there is an image of a bird looking to the left.

This seal, along with a collection of metallic items found at the site Tsovinar,
was granted to the Armenian Ethnographic Society in Tbilisi by Z. Margaryan,
from where it was later brought to Yerevan. It is registered at the History Museum
of Armenia (collection 120/10). Its image'®, as well as partial description'® have
been published.

Results 1951-53, Yerevan, 1955, Fig. 24 (in Russian), Tasyiirek A., Some New Urartian Seals
Mostly from the Adana Regional Museum (“Oriens Antiquus”, 1979, N XVIII, Taf. XXIVb).

13 Partial description is given in Martirosyan H., Mnatsakanyan H., Urartian Columbari-
um of Nor-Aresh (“Bulletin of Social Sciences”, 1958, N 10, p. 68). For the image cf. Pilipos-
yan A,, op. cit., Tab. 63, Fig. 2.

“ Piotrovsky B., Karmir Blur Ill, Fig. 42, Tasyirek A., op. cit.,, Taf. XXVa, Seidl U.,
Bastam |, S. 149, D7, Tarhan T., An Urartian Intramural ‘Pithos Burial’ from the Mound of Van
Kalesi (“Istanbuller Mitteilungen”, 1993, N 43, Fig. 34).

15 Piotrovsky B., Urartu and Transcaucasia, p. 33, Fig. 9, Movsisyan A., op. cit., 1998,
Tab. XVIII, Fig. 1,2.
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Figure 2. Urartian seals from the Lake Sevan Region.

16 Kuftin B., op. cit., p. 59, Fig. 3334, Barnett R., The Urartian Cemetery at Igdir (“Ana-
tolian Studies”, 1963, N XIII, p. 190, Fig. 4034).
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Examples of seals of the same type are numerous".

7. Truncated cone-shaped seal with semi-circular ear (stone, height 2.6 cm,
diameter 1.5 cm) (Fig. 2/5). On the bottom surface there is an image of an ea-
gle, taking a step with its right leg. The body is depicted by means of rounded
concave dimples. There are three images on the side surfaces: the dimples,
representing the bodies are preserved along with the outlines of the wings and
eyes that are depicted as incised dots. In the central part of the composition
there is an image of a scorpion, the body of which is depicted through two dim-
ples and the tail - by dots, which are oriented upward, gradually becoming
smaller.

Authenticity of this reconstruction is evidenced by the seals found from
Cavustepe on which the scorpions are depicted in the same manner of incision'.
From the preserved details of the images at the right and left sides of the scor-
pion image it can be concluded that one is an eagle-headed gryphon with a
scorpion tail, and the other- a winged bird or gryphon with a moon crescent
under its tail. It was discovered at the Tsovinar site. The history of discovery,
publication, and inventory number is the same as N 6 seal.

The presented type of Urartian seals is quite widespread'®.

8. Truncated cone-shaped seal with a semi circular ear on the top (chal-
cedony, height 3.1 cm, diameter 1.7 cm) (Fig. 2/3). A tree of life with dense
branches growing from the body is depicted on the side surface. A winged crea-
ture with a tail, a pointed hat (helmet), and raised hands is standing, facing the
tree. A winged solar disk is incised on the bottom surface of the seal.

The item was found in N 21 burial of the Noratus necropolis in 1989 (exca-
vations by A. Piliposyan and N. Yengibaryan) and is kept at the Erebuni Museum

17 Piotrovsky B., Karmir Blur |, Fig. 46, Tasyiirek A., op. cit., Tab. XXlla, XXIVa, Wartke
R., Toprakkale: Untersuchungen zu den Metallobjekten im Vorderasiatischen Museum zu Berlin,
Berlin, 1990, Abb. 16.

8 Isik €., Untersuchungen zu einem urartiischen Gottertypus (“Archdologische
Mitteilungen aus Iran”, 1985, N 18, Abb. 7), Erzen A., Cavustepe |, Ankara, 1988, PI. XXXVIII b.

9 Martirosyan H., Torosyan R., Sarcophagus from Argishtikhinili (“Historical-
Philological Journal”, 1986, N 3, Tab. 2, Fig. 8) (in Armenian), Kuftin B., op. cit., Tab. IXi2,
Tiratsyan G., Urartian Armavir (According to the Archaeological Excavation Data), in: V.G.
Lukonin (ed.), Culture of the East, Antiquity and Early Medieval Period, Leningrad, 1978, p.
106-113 (in Russian), Fig. 5, Tasyiirek A., op. cit., Taf. XXla, b, XXlIb, XXllla, b, Seidl U.,
Bastam |, Taf. 38/1, 4, 7, 10, Taf. 39/1, 40/1, 41/3.
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(inventory 156/286). The image of the seal®® and its description? have been
published.

For the parallels, see N 7 seal®.

9. Truncated cone-shaped seal with semi-circular grooved ear, which is at-
tached to the body by rectangular pedestal-form foundation (jet, height 2.4 cm,
diameter 1.2 c¢cm) (Fig. 2/6). The side surface of the seal bears an image of a
goddess sitting under the tree of life, on an armchair with a high seat back,
holding a bowl in the right raised hand. Four-legged low tables are placed in
front of her with crescent shaped bread on one table and a spike on the other.
On the opposite side is an image of a worshipper, facing the tables. On the bot-
tom surface of the seal is an image of a running horse with a tree of life and
celestial body on its back is depicted.

It was unearthed in N 22 burial of the Noratus necropolis in 1989 (excava-
tions by A. Piliposyan and N. Yengibaryan) and is kept in Erebuni Museum (in-
ventory 156/287)%.

For the parallels, see N 7 seal.

10. Truncated cone-shaped seal with semi-circular ear, decorated with
double groove (bone, height 2.7 cm, bottom diameter 1.5 x 1.1 cm) (Fig. 2/4).
The images are incised on the side and bottom surfaces. Images on side surfac-
es are framed with a groove on both sides. There is an image of a stela between
the two trees of life and a person in worshipping pose dressed in short, knee-
length clothes with two winged spirits — all wearing pointed helmets or hats on
their heads.

The seal was discovered in N 28 burial at “Hayrei Kharabek” necropolis in
Karchaghbyur during 1971-1972 excavations (supervised by H. Mnatsakanyan).
It is kept in the History Museum of Armenia (collection 2565/67)%.

20 Piliposyan A., op. cit., Tab. 57, Fig. 5, Movsisyan A., op. cit., Tab. XXXII, Fig. 2.

2 Yengibaryan N., Urartian Burials in Noratus, p. 68.

22 For side images cf. also the seal from Karmir Blur, where the creature has no tail, but
another animal is depicted, most probably, a wolf or a dog: Piotrovsky B., Karmir Blur I, Fig.
2250

2 For the image of this seal cf. Piliposyan A., op. cit., Tab. 56, Fig. 4, Movsisyan A., op.
cit., Tab. XXXII, Fig. 1, Ayvazian A., op. cit.,, Fig. 5.10, and for preliminary description
Yengibaryan N., op. cit., p. 68.

24 For drawing of the seal and its preliminary description cf. Yengibaryan N., in: Biscione
R. et al., op. cit., p. 425, Fig. 1.
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Similar scenes are present on a number of cylinder and stamp seals?.

11. Truncated cone-shaped seal with an incomplete ear (clay, height 2.7 cm,
bottom diameter 1.6 cm) (Fig. 2/1). The images are depicted on the side and
bottom surfaces. Side surface images are extremely worn due to long-term us-
age. They represent a man, dressed in a long dress, wearing high rectangular
hat with a flat top, and two stelae. On the bottom surface there is an image of a
bird with a sharp beak, legs ending with accentuated claws, tail, feather-covered
body and moon above its head. Between the stelae, parallel to those, there is a
poorly preserved single-line cuneiform inscription, representing ideograms of
the words “God” and “Moon” - PSIN = “moon deity”, » «» » » »26. The Urartian
moon deity in the form of an ideogram PSIN and syllabic sign PSelardi (alterna-
tive reading ®Melardi) is evidenced only in the inscriptions of Mher kapisi®.

It was found from N 19 burial at the “Hayrei Kharabek” necropolis in
Karchaghbyur, during 1971-1972 excavations (supervised by H. Mnatsakanyan)
and is kept in the History Museum of Armenia (collection 2565/248).

Although the artefact was published by N. Yengibaryan?8, the image of the
inscription is not given in the article. Besides in its textual part the editors of the
volume changed PSIN into PHal-[di-e] without any evidence or agreement?.

Nowadays this seal, with a perpendicula inscription attatched to its body, is
the only known Urartian example. Usually inscriptions on stamps are observed
in the form of horizontal line, above and below the image. Only on the stamp of
Rusa Il discovered from Ayanis the inscription is on the horizontal and vertical
sides of the image3°.

% Piotrovsky B., Urartu and Transcaucasia, Fig. 89, Isik C., Neue Beobachtungen zur
Darstellung von Kultszenen auf urartdischen Rollstempelsiegeln (“Jahrbuch des Deutschen
Archdologischen Instituts”, 1986, N 101, Abb. 2a- 5a), Abay E., Seals and Sealings, in: A.
Cilingiroglu, M. Salvini (eds), Ayanis I, Roma, 2001, Fig. 16.

% Cf. Borger R., Assyrisch-babylonische Zeichenliste, Neukirchen-Viuyn, 1981, N 472
(275).

%7 Salvini M., Corpus dei Testi Urartei I, N A 3-17, 4.

28 Yengibaryan N., in: Biscione R. et al., op. cit., p. 418, Pl. |, Fig. 1.

2 Cf. also Yengibaryan N., Urartian Seals with an Image of a Stela (“Aramazd: Armenian
Journal of Near Eastern Studies”, 2017, N XI/1-2, p. 213, Fig. 1/3-4, 2/2).

30 Abay E., op. cit., Fig. 5.
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Discussion

The seals found in Lake Sevan region can be classified into two main
groups: stamps (conical, bell shaped, discoid, prism shaped) and cylinder
stamps (truncated cone and cylindrical).

Stamp seals are known in the Levant and Anatolia since the Neolithic
period. One of their types is represented by a small number of discoid and
square (rectangular) seals with two-side images, the initial examples of which
have been known in the Hittite world since the second half of the 2
millennium BC3'.

The earliest examples of prism shaped (truncated cone-shaped or four
sided) seals can be considered Hittite seals with a hammer-shaped handle3?.
However those seals were mainly used in Urartu and disappeared after its
collapse?3.

The type of cylinder seal with ear, which is a synthesis of stamp and
cylinder seals, can be found in Mesopotamia since the first half of the 3w
millennium BC, and in Asia Minor - since the beginning of the 2" millennium
BC. At the beginning of the 15t millennium BC cylinder seals gradually gave way
to cylinder stamp seals, and those seals with an ear had widespread use
especially in Urartu. Cylinder seals were used until the 5™ century BC34.

Inscribed seals were introduced at the beginning of the 3™ millennium BC
in Mesopotamia and since the mid 2" millennium BC* have become
widespread. Inscriptions of the cylinder seals of the Neo-Assyrian period are
written in horizontal and vertical lines®. Vertical type of writing evidenced on
the Karchaghbyur seal seems to be a local imitation of Neo-Assyrian style.

The seals were worn in various manners: on neck, head, chest and waist, as
well as on a string of beads, or strung on a fibula or pin. Among the discussed

31 Collon D., Ancient Near Eastern Seals, in: D. Collon (ed.), 7000 Years of Seals, Lon-
don, 1997, p. 11, 15.

32 Akurgal E., The Art of Hittites, New-York, 1962, Fig. 52.

33 Cf. Piotrovsky B., Van Kingdom (Urartu), Moscow, 1959, Fig. 76, Abay A., op. cit., Fig.
15, 16 (in Russian).

34 Collon D., First Impressions, Cylinder Seals in the Ancient Near East, London, 1993,
Fig. 93, 393, 490, 588, 665, 841.

35 Collon D., op. cit., 105.

36 Harbordt S., Neoassyrische Glyptik des 8. - 7. Jh. v. Chr. (“State Archives of Assyria
Studies” |, Helsinki, 1992, Taf. |, Fig. 1, 4).
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seals, only those found in N 21 Noratus burial and N 19 Karchaghbyur burial
were worn on the neck. The method of usage of other seals is unknown.

Conclusions

Currently eleven Urartian seals are known from archaeological sites of Lake
Sevan basin, discovered in Karchaghbyur, Noratus, Tsovinar, Nerkin Getashen,
Gavar and Sarhukhan. These seals are represented by two types: stamps and
cylinder stamps, with corresponding subtypes. They find parallels in various
Urartian sites and can be placed in the general context of the Ancient Near
Eastern glyptics.

Although the written sources mentioning the conquest of Lake Sevan region
go back to the 8" century BC¥, however the archaeological context (burials) of
the studied seals and other typical Urartian objects refer to the 7t"-6t" centuries
BC, when a certain coexistence of local and Urartian cultures can be traced.
Burial inventories of the mentioned graves are mainly represented by artefacts
characteristic of the local culture in which separate Urartian objects have been
discovered. This and other data demonstrate that Urartian assemblage in the
region is evidenced only through materials of elite character3?.

37 Five inscriptions are known in the region of Lake Sevan belonging to the 8% century BC
Urartian kings Argishti | (Lchashen), Sarduri Il (Vardadzor, Tsovak) and Rusa | (Gavar,
Tsovinar), which reflect the process of conquest of the region known as Uduri Etiuni (for details
cf. Salvini M., in: Biscione R. et al., op. cit., p. 37-60). The sixth inscription is reported again
from Lchashen made on basalt, the inscribed side of which was unfortunately erased through
turning it to a basin by the villagers (Lalayan E., Excavations in Nor Bayazet Province in 1908,
Ethnographic Review, 1910, N XIX/1, p. 71 (in Armenian). Among the inscribed objects, besides
the Karchaghbyur seal (Fig. 2/1), are also a bronze bowl fragment with cuneiform inscription
from Gavar (Gayseryan 1984) and a bronze jug fragment with hieroglyphic sign from Geghovit
Gayseryan V., Bronze Objects with Urartian Inscription from Kamo ("Herald of Social Scienc-
es", 1984, N 2, p. 101-102 (in Armenian). (Piliposyan, A., Mkrtchyan R., Van-Tospian/Urartian
Cave-Burial of Geghovit, Archaeological Monuments of Armenia 18, Yerevan, 2001, p. 30, Tab.
30/7 (in Armenian).

38 Cf. Piliposyan, A., Mkrtchyan R., op. cit., Biscione R. et al., op. cit., Avetisyan P.,
Bobokhyan A., The Pottery Traditions in Armenia from the Eighth to the Seventh Centuries BC
(“Acta Iranica”, 2012, N 51, p. 373-378), Kunze R., Bobokhyan A., Pernicka E., Meliksetian
K., Projekt Ushkiani. Untersuchungen der Kulturlandschaft um das préhistorische Goldrevier
von Sotk, Verdffentlichungen des Landesamtes fiir Denkmalpflege und Archdologie Sachsen
Anhalt - Landesmuseum fiir Vorgeschichte, 2013, N 67, Halle, S. 49-88, Yengibaryan N.,
Sevan Lake Culture during the 8" - 6% Centuries BC (According to Burial Complexes), PhD
Dissertation Abstracts, National Academy of Sciences of Armenia, Yerevan, 2014 (in Armenian).
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In this regard, it is noteworthy that despite the chronological gap, the
distribution of seals and other attributes of Urartian presence in Lake Sevan
basin (on its western and southern shores) coincides with the extension of
Urartian inscriptions and inscribed objects that once again evidences the specific
mechanisms via which the Urartian elite-palatial assemblage spread.
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YPAPTCKUE NEYATU U3 PETUOHA CEBAHCKOIO
O3EPA

EHIMBAPAH H., BOBOXAH A.

Pesiome

Knioyessie cnosa: pezuor CesaHckozo o3epa, Ypapmy, VII-VI gs. 0o H.3., anuma,
neyamu, wWmamnel, YuauHOpUYecKue Wmamnsi.

N3 bacceiiHa o3epa CeBaH B HacToALlee BpemA M3BeCTHbI 11 ypapTckux neva-
Tell, HalijeHHbIX u3 Kapuyax6btopa, Hopatyca, LloBuHapa, Hepkuh [etalueHa,
laBapa (Hop basaseta) n CapyxaHa. 9Tu neyaTv npeacraBieHbl B ABYX TUMax
— wTamnbl ¥ LUAKHAPUYECKME LUTaMMbl, C COOTBETCTBYHOLLMMU MOATUMAMM.
OHu vmetoT napannenn B pasanyHbIX ypapTCKUX MamATHUKaX U MOryT 6biTb
paccMOTpeHbl B KOHTeKCTe obLLeii JpeBHEBOCTOYHON MMNTUKW. Apxeonoru-
YECKMiA KOHTEKCT neyvateil (norpebeHunn), kak npaBunO, BOCXOAUT K MO3JHe-
ypaptckomy nepuopy, k VII-VI Bekam po H.3., Korpa Hapagy C MECTHOW
KynbTypoil CyllecTBOBana TaKke ypapTckad ABopLoBas KynbTypa. [lpuyem
MHBEHTapb norpebeHnii B OCHOBHOM BK/tOYaeT B ceba apTedpakTbl MECTHO
KynbTypbl, CPEAN KOTOPbIX HaXoAATCA OTAeNbHble ypapTckue obbekTbl. Cka-
3aHHOe MOATBEPMJAETCA NPOBELEHHbIMU B PErnoHe apXeonormyeckummn pa-
6oTamn, KOTOpble MOKa3bIBalOT, YTO YypapTCKaa MaTepuanbHas KynbTypa
npepcTaBneHa 34ecb NULWb 3IMTapHbIM MaTepuanom. B aToii cBA3m 3acnyu-
BaeT BHUMaHMWA TOT akT, YTO TeppUTOpPUA pacrpocTpaHeHuA neyvateii B 6ac-
ceiihe o3epa CeBaH (3anafHoe U toxHoe nobepexbsa) coBMafaeT C apeanom
pacrnpocTpaHeHWs ypapTCKUX Hafnuceit, 4YTo elle pa3 ykasblBaeT Ha ocobble
MexaHU3Mbl AUCNepcHmn ypapTCKOii ABOPLLOBOI KynbTypbl.
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