ARULSUSPSORE-3NRL
URARTOLOGY

ALBERT MUSHEGHYAN’

Doctor of Philology
Institute of Literature after M. Abeghyan
albert.musheghyan@yandex.com

THE KING OF URARTU RUSA HAY OR ARMEN’S SON

Key words: Aram, Van kings, Urartu, Rusa the son of Erimena, Armen’s son,
Armenian, Rusa’s mystery.

Introduction

The sixth Patriarch of the Armenian dynasty Aram, whom Movses Khorenatsi
introduced as the legendary Assyrian king Ninos’ senior contemporary' exactly
corresponds to the Urartian king Arame or Aramu who was mentioned in the
Assyrian records of the first half of the 9 century BC. According to the Armenian
history, he reigned in the Armenian Highlands in 888-845, while according to N.
Adonts, from 880 to 843-8402.

He was succeeded by the founder of the Van dynasty Sarduri | (or Serduri)
(845-825)3. Eleven kings of the Van dynasty from father to son reigned up until
590 BC (or 585 BC) - Ishpuini (825-810), Menua (810-786), Argishti | (786-
764), Sarduri Il (764-735), Rusa | (735-713), Argishti Il (713-685)*, Rusa Il (685-
645), Sarduri lll (645-635) whom the Assyrian king Asurbanipal (also spelled
Assurbanipal or Ashshurbanipal) called Ishtarduri in his chronology. Asurbanipal

© <nnywidp bbpluywgyly £ 19.04.2019, gpwfunuyby £ 28.11.2019, punnibyby £ ypuyw-
gnniysywiti 05.12.2019:

" Unduhuh hunptuwgtn) 1913, 43:

2 Unnug 1972, 186, 195:

3 Cwy dnnnypnh wwwndnieyniu 1971, 186, 195:

4 According to N. Adonts, Argishti II’s reign lasted 33 years from 713-680 Unnug 1972,
195.
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reigned from 685 to 645 thus, he was the contemporary of Rusa Il and his son®.
Here the succession of the Urartian kings seems to be interrupted®.

Diverse Views on Urartu’s New King Erimena

In 1892 and 1894 the 7" and 9™ issues’ of the famous chronicle of Assyrian
studies published the photos and inscriptions of eight bronze shields, sculptures
and their fragments that had been discovered in Toprak-Kale (the north-eastern
suburbs in the city of Van) by the prominent researcher, explorer and decoder of
Urartian inscriptions Lehman-Haupt. It was then that the scientific circles learnt
about the existence of a new king from the Van dynasty - Rusa Erimenahi (the son
of Erimena).

At the end of the 19™ century the French scientist Thureau-Dangin being
specialized in Assyriology and the German expert in Urartian studies Lehman-
Haupt considered the son of Erimena Rusa to be Rusa | and placed him after
Sarduri Il. The given opinion is absolutely groundless, for the High Priest of
Musasir Urzana supported the ascension of Rusa | - the contemporary of Sargon I
to “his predecessors’ native throne” in 735 (KYKH N387 line 11). It is obvious that
the throne of Urartu belonged to the predecessors of Rusa | but not to Rusa whose
father Erimena’s ascension to the throne still remains a mystery.

Ascending to the throne with the blessing of the High Priest, Rusa | following
his predecessors’ example proceeded with the practice of supplying the sanctuary
of Urartian Ardini, called Musasir by the Assyrians, with golden gifts and treasures.
According to the inscription, in exchange for such cordiality and wealth Urzana
gave his war-chariots to Rusa |, which the latter used in his invasions of the
Assyrian mountains and the massacre. Learning all about those events, the
Assyrian king Sargon Il (722-705) in his inscription called Urzana “a perfidious
malefactor who broke the vow made to the gods of Asur Shamash, Nebo and
Marduk.”® Moreover, in 714 attacking Musasir Sargon |l robbed all the treasures
and golden sets of Urzana’s temple. Hearing about that Rusa | committed suicide

5 Apytionan 2001, 489; ApyTionsn 1970, 331.

6 Later on a bronze shield and a cylindrical seal were discovered in Karmir Blur. On the
inscription of the bronze shield and on the stamp of the cylindrical seal Sarduri, the son of
king Sarduri was discovered, based on which after Sarduri lll Sarduri IV was added (620).
See ApyTioHan 1970, 331.

7 Zeitschrift fir Assyriologie und verwandte Gebiete 1892, X, 1894.

8 Armenien einst und jetzt 1926, 310.
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with the dagger hanging from his belt. While the treasure thief Sargon falsely
attributed glory to himself, as if Rus abandonded his war chariot, rode his mare
and fled, leading his army?®.

It is not clear whether the tragic fate of Rusa | or some other factor led
Lehman-Haupt to give up the idea of identifying Rusa Ill with the latter presumably
declaring Erimena as the king of Urartu and ascribing the period from 625 to 605
to the years of his reign while his son Rusa supposedly reigned from 605 to the fall
of Urartu in 585°.

Later on N. Adonts drew the following conclusion about the period of
Erimena’s reign, “We don’t know for sure whether Erimena was the father of Rusa
[l the king or not. The Assyrians did not know Menua and the last Rusa merely
because Menua was a very successful adversary (I would also add the feature of his
valiance - A.M.), and the arrogant rulers of Assyria were reluctant to make any
reference to him, while Rusa Ill reigned in the era when the state of Asur had
already turned into ruins. As far as the rest is concerned, both the lists verify the
same information.”"

It is not accidental that the inscriptions of Asur, dating back to the fall of
Urartu do not mention any more or less significant episode that involved Rusa llI.
Even in the “Babylonian Chronicle” published by the British Museum curator Gadd
the Babylonian ruler Nabopalassar does not mention any name of a Urartian king
when describing how crossing the Izala mountains he reached the city situated in
the region of Urashtu (he refers to the conquest of the capital Tushpa). Despite this
fact, Urartu was considered to be the ally of Assyria. The Urartian king is not
mentioned among the Median-Babylonian joint supporting forces either.

Notwithstanding this, taking into account the existing carved inscriptions about
Rusa Erimenahi (Erimena’s son) written in the Urartian language, the specialists of
Urartu placed Rusa at the end of the list of the Urartian kings, regarding him as
the eleventh ruler during the era of the Urartian downfall.

As for Erimena, contrary to Lehman-Haupt’s view, N. Adonts does not ascribe
any year of reign to Rusa’s father Erimena, “If we put aside Erimena for the time
being, until we gain some proof that he reigned or probably was identified with
Sarduri, then we should regard Rusa Erimenahi as Sarduri’s successor.” Thus,

9 Unnug 1972, 107:
101 ehmann-Haupt 1921, 28.
" Unnug 1972, 183-184:
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Adonts concludes, “Sarduri ruled in 646-610, while Rusa reigned from 609 until
the end of the Urartian Empire when in the turmoil of 585 events it was
terminated.”"

In 2002 the ltalian Urartologist Mirjo Salvini surprisingly found a new ample
inscription of Rusa Erimenahi placed in an old Armenian village Ermantz or
Ermanis east of Van. The inscription in introduced with the previously existing
bronze shields and other carved fragments that resemble stencil superscription,
contains sixty-four lines on the two opposite sides of the cuneiform, except the last
lines which despite being numbered are without text's. Four years later the exact
duplicate of the inscription was found in the settlement of Savajk.

In 2004 Doctor of History Yervand Grekian firstly published the inscription
discovered by Salvini where he introduced his observations'*. Along with the latter
in his article’ “Karl Fridrich Lehman-Haupt and the List of the Urartian Kings”
published in 2017 he introduced new observations on the issue of the three Rusas.
Along with the author’s own conclusion the article contains different hypotheses
taken from the studies of foreign researchers.

It seems that the newly discovered, valuable and substantial inscription
contrasted with the already known inscriptions was to bring to light new details on
the origin of King Rusa Erimenahi. Nevertheless, | would like to state that the newly
emerged interest in this issue and the proposed chronological solutions to the king
Rusa Erimenahi are not sufficient. The specialists of Urartian studies vigorously
undertook examining the hereditary legitimacy of the Urartian kings starting from
the king Ishpuini up to Argishti I, meanwhile dwelling upon the question which
Rusa built the small town of Rusakhina'® or Keshish-gyol.

2 Unnug 1972, 195:

13 Salvini 2002.

" Qphlywu 2004, 224-252:

15 Qpbyywu 2017, 23-37:

18 In articles by the specialists of the Urartian studies the Urartian toponyms Qilbanikai
and Eidurukai are quite wrongly used, e. g. “the city of Qilbanikai”, “the excavations of the
city of Eidurukai”, “the founder of the city of Qilbanikai”, etc. Then in Salvini’'s work we come
across a viewpoint according to which, “Among the cities founded by Rusa, the son of
Argishti, Rusakhinili Qilbanikai should have been built earlier than Rusakhinili Eidurukai”. The
“kai” ending, attached to the Urartian toponyms signifies “in front of, opposite”, indicating
that a new city or fortress was built in front of the given location. Therefore, all these topo-
nyms should be used without the ending “kai” i.e. Qilbani, Eiduru, etc. Furthermore, Qilbani
is not a city but a country (KUR Qilbani), neither Eiduru is a city. It is a mountain (SADU
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Finally, just a century later the lengthy and fruitless investigations of Erimena’s
mystery led to the same mistake that prevailed in the 1890s: the researchers came
to the conclusion according to which, the adequate solution to the issue would be
to place Rusa Erimenahi before Argishti II'7. Thus, with only a slight difference the
viewpoint put forward by Tureau-Dangin and Lehman-Haupt at the end of the 19%"
century was repeated. Michael Roaf merely considered him to be Rusa | who
reigned from 735 up to 714 BC: likewise German researcher Lehman-Haupt made
the same assumption a century before, who later dropped the given hypothesis.
However, according to the historical fact, Argishti Il ascended to the Urartian
throne, succeeding his father Rusa |, contrary to this M. Salvini, to whom we are
grateful for finding the lengthy inscription of King Rusa Il Erimenahi, after some
hesitation, arrived at the conclusion that Rusa, the son of Erimena preceded the
Urartian king Argishti Il (713-685). It turns out that Sarduri II’s son Rusa | (who
committed suicide) was out of the blue succeeded by a new Rusa Erimenahi 713-
708 whose father Erimena was not mentioned among the anterior kings of Biayna.

Thus, based on the materials which are only known to them the specialists of
the Urartian studies claim that such a chronological order is quite possible. Such a
chronological order can be called nothing but a muddle of historical events.
Fortunately, there exist other sources to which the above-mentioned researchers
do not refer at all. The given sources undoubtedly testify to the fact that the king
Rusa Erimenahi lived and had a lengthy reign in the 6™ century BC, hence it is not
appropriate to move him to the previous century, just allotting him a five years’
reign.

Up to now the main question discussed by all the Urartologists has been:
whose father of the three Rusas was the king named Erimena? | am really sorry to
point out that the participants of the above-mentioned debate in fact did not have
any idea about all the historical sources with the help of which it might have been
possible to demystify Rusa IlI’s reign and highlight the exact time span of his rule.

Eiduru). Thus in the Russian translation of KYKH we read «Rusa founded his throne in (the
city of) Rusakhinli in the country of Qilbani (Kun6anu)» (N 412a, ctk. 2-3); «(Rusa) proudly
erected the fortress in front of mount Eiduru» (N 412b, cTk. 2-3)

17 In recent years a number of new comparative studies have been published, examining
the periods in which Kings Rusa |, Rusa Il reigned i.e. Salvini 2006. Salvini 2007. Salvini
2007. Kroll 2012. Roaf 2012.
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The Lost Mysteries of the Remote Past

| published my brief study “The Lost Mysteries of the Remote Past” where |
dwelt upon all the mysteries about Rusa and his father, introduced a well-
grounded clarification and solved the mystery thoroughly. The publication was
directed to the local specialists of Urartu, who obviously were not familiar with it. |
also took into consideration the foreign specialists of Urartu, in order to give an
international resonance to the issue | submitted a larger English version of the
article to the online journal “Fundamental Armenology” of the NAS in Armenia,

Thus, it is the author of the given lines who comes up with the solution to the
mystery:

1. Studying the opinions of contemporary specialists of Urartu, | unfortunately
came to the conclusion that none of them knew the view put forward by the
prominent Norwegian linguist and historian Jorgen Alexander Knudtzon (1854-
1917). | refer to the book “Assyrian Prayers to the God of Sun Shamash.” '8
Asarhaddon who was one of the most vengeful and arrogant rulers of Assyria had a
very hostile attitude towards Urartu and its kings. In his prayers to the God of Sun
Shamash he asked him to send divine signs, telling what dangers would be awaited
from the raid by Urarti ( ™Urarti) king Ursa (i.e. Rusa) that had allied himself with
the Cimmerians and was called laaa ("laaa)in the country Pa... ("Pa...)".

These vowels are not just incoherent interjections. Dr. Jorgen Alexander
Knudtzon (1854-1917) presupposes them to mean the word “Hay” i.e. Rusa’s
Armenian origin. The last sound «a» is a case ending. The determiner «m»
indicates that the given attribute refers to a male. We come across the Armenian
transcription of the given determiner «Yaya» in “The Reader of the History of the
Armenian People” 2° as well as in those authors’ books who used this inaccurate
source. However, this is a linguistic misunderstanding. The alphabet created by
Mesrop Mashtots enables us to transcribe any ancient, new term with utmost

18 Assyrische Gebete an den Sonnengott. Aus der Zeit Asarhaddons und Asurbanipals.
Herausgegeben von Dr. Knudtzon 1893.

19 Knudtzon 1893, 48, 149-150. In his French version of “History of Armenia N. Adonts
also referred to Assarhaddon’s paryers previously published by Knudtzon. However, here
Adonts’ text on Urarti’s king Ursa has only «.....on appelle la-a-a....» (...it is called la-a-a...) -
it is difficult to guess the distortions that the text at Adonts’ disposal underwent in the place
where three dots were used. (Adontz 1946, 133).

20 Cwy dnnnypnh wwndnipjwu pphunndwnpw 2007, 137:
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accuracy, thus, the given determiner should be copied letter for letter from
Assyrian «laaa(a)». | have pointed out the determiner «hay» in Ebla inscriptions?' of
the 3 century BC where it was used as Ha-ia and Ha-ya (Ha-a in the inscription).
It signifies the tribal name hay which has undergone changes in the previous two
millennia.

The philologists have not paid due attention to the important evidence by
Asarhaddon, being published and interpreted by Knudtzon. Knudtzon’s conclusion
that Rusa was of Armenian origin was based on this inscription. Dr. Knudtzon
emphasized, “If in the 48" and 49" paragraphs we probably deal with the
Armenian king Ursa or Rusa (mit einem armenischen Konig Ursa oder Rusa zu
thun?), then the name found in § 51 resembles the famous Mushki king Mi-ta-a
who ruled during Sargon’s reign. If there is any interconnection, then it will take
us somewhere farther — to the west. /.../ ina #Kal-ha testifies against Asurbanipal’s
epoch, thus evidencing Asarhaddon’s”2.

The mentioning of the Mushki people that inhabited Cappadocian Caesarea,
west to the Euphrates evidences that Knudtzon is well aware of their Armenian
origin. Back in the 5" century Movses Khorenatsi wrote about the legend of the
Mushki people; the former Mazhak (Mazaka in Latin) toponym?* in Caesarea also
testified to this. In this case the kin tie between the 6" Armenian patriarch Aram
and the viceregent Mshak stands as an ancient testimony of kinship between the
Armen and Mushki peoples which, having been recorded by Khorenatsi, is
enrooted in the Armenians’ memory. The Assyrian inscriptions? also confirm that
in the 2" and 1%t millennia BC the Mushki people emigrated to Urartu, reaching the
borders of Assyria. The denominations of Urartian provinces Mashgun, Mshkunik,
Mushkini?® testify to this as well.

Here as we can see two Urartian kings of the same name Ursa or Rusa
coincide both of whom were Assarhaddon’s contemporary. One of them was called
Hay (Armenian) in his country Pa Muwi... while the other one was the king of Urartu
Rusa Il (685-645 BC) who had succeeded Argishti Il similarly being Assarhaddon’s

2 Usanos 1983, 31. Unipbinywu 2007, 152:

2 Knudtzon 1893, 50, 153.

23 Knudtzon 1893, 50, 153-154.

2 Uqwupwugtinbw) 1909, 796: Unyuhuh tunptiuwginy 1913, U, % P, 2; P d etc:
% Unibnywu 2007, 332:

%6 Cwy dnnnypnh wwwndnyejniu 1971, 240, 295, 333, 426:
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contemporary. Thus, the most vivid evidence consists in the fact that the king of
Urarti Ursa (called Hay — Armenian in his Pa country) who was mentioned by the
Assyrian ruler Assarhaddon was nobody else but than the successor of Argishti Il
Rusa Il. Consequently, only this Rusa Il should be called Hay, who forming alliance
with Cimmerians threatened to conquer Shupria country with its cities of Bumu
and Kullimeri?’.

The fact that the Assyrian king Asarhaddon mentioned Rusa, the king of Urarti
in his prayers so many times can be deemed as more vivid evidence than any other
opinions. The point is Ursa the contemporary of Asarhaddon is nobody else but
Argishti II’s successor Rusa ll, thus, the aforementioned leads us to conclude that
Rusa Il should be called Rusa Hay.

2. However, the fact that a historian’s keen eyes have not discovered any trace
on the last king of Urartu Rusa Ill in Assyrian inscriptions can only be accounted
for by the fact that Rusa did not belong to the era of the Urartian downfall. The
fragments of eight bronze shields as well as the bronze sculpture of a kneeling
bull?® where the name Rusa Erimenahi is mentioned vividly testify to King Rusa’s
combative and fearless character. In N. Adonts’ “The History of Armenia” the
translation of the sculpture (a kneeling bull) does not accurately convey the idea of
the sculpture. In the stellar firmament the constellation of Orion is opposed to that
of the Bull, where according to a legend, the Armenians’ ancestor Hayk the
Patriarch and the Assyrian king Bel are personified. King Rusa himself brought Bel
down to his knees (the kneeling Bull). Thus, it is not fair at all to search the king’s
place in the turmoil of Urartu’s collapse. His pedestal of honor embodies the
height of Urartu’s power, which, according to the inscription, the almighty and
productive?® king gained due to his deeds.

Thus, Asarhaddon’s evidence along with the determiner Hay (Armenian)
introduced by Knudtzon are weighty arguments to finally find out the identity of the
king Rusa Erimenahi mentioned on the fragments of the 6 shields as well as in the

2 Unnug 1972, 136: Adontz 1946, 133.

2% Unnug 1972, 182, wpd. Ne 163w-p, Menukmweunn 1960, Ne 296a (T, M),
ApyTionan Ne 441a-b - N. Harutjunian must have not seen the photo of the bull’s sculpture
published by Sayce, thus, he has not mentioned it in the record. In the original text by N.
Adonts in French (Adontz 1946, N2 163 a-b, 180) we can read: «Un taureau agenouillé («a
kneeling bull» — A.M.) et des rosettes, en bronze, portant le nom de Rusa Erimenahini»:

29 ApyTionsan N 414. line 9.
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lengthy inscriptions discovered by Mirio Salvini. Here, as we can see, two kings
with the name Rusa coincide: the first was called hay (Armenian) in his Pa country,
while the other one is Rusa Ill the son of Erimena Rusase Erimenahinise.

Hence, as the given Ursa or Rusa was the contemporary of the Assyrian king
Asarhaddon who reigned in the 15 half of the 7" century, | move Rusa Il Erimenahi
from the year of 590 to the beginning of the 7t century BC, identifying the latter
with Argishti II’'s predecessor Rusa Il, who ruled from 685 to 645 BC in Urartu. In
this case how can the two different patronymics (Argishti and Erimena) of Rusa II
and Rusa Il be explained? Of this puzzle the given question seems to be the most
complicated to answer.

Knudtzon was not familiar with the determiner Erimenahi which stood next to
Rusa’s name and despite this fact the Norwegian linguist quite accuaretly calls him
«ein armenischer Konig Ursa oder Rusa»®® - «the Armenian king Ursa or Rusa
hwj»: Erimenahi is not Rusa’s patronymic but his Armenian tribal name, thus Rusa
Erimenahi does not stand for Erimena’s son Rusa, as by now almost all the
researchers have thought: it signifies Armen’s son Rusa or Hay’s (Armenian’s) son.

Now we shall dwell upon the issue of how Pa country’s king Ursa the
Armenian (or Armenian’s son) ascended to the throne, succeeding Argishti Il. We
have unquestionable evidence which testifies to the alliance® between the young
king Argishti and Muttalu the Armenian king of Kumukhu (Komagene) country. At
the time when young Argishti the son of Rusa | appeared in a deadlock, the first
man to support Argishti was Muttalu the king of Kumukhu. In this connection
Sargon Il angrily wrote in his chronicle “Muttalu from Kummukhu country that
villain Hittite has made an alliance with the king of Urartu”32. Muttalu mediated for
Argishti to establish close relations with the Armenian royal dynasty Kudmukhi (the
dynasty of Kadmos)3 in the country of Ararad and take wife from there. Before
that in 709, in Urartian capital Tushpa Argishti ascended to the throne as Argishti
ll, succeeding his martyr father Rusa |. He never ceased fighting relentlessly

30 Knudtzon 1893, 50, 153.

3 Roaf 2012, 137, 141, 156, 181.

32 Andreas Fuchs, prunk 112-113.

33 “The land of Ararad, “where the dynasty of Kadmos” was situated - the patriarch
Hayk returning from Babylon, founded his first house and leaving it as heritage to his grand-
son Kadmos. Unyuhup funptitiwginy 1917, U, dU, 34: The name Kudmukhi originates from
here.
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against Sargon Il. In 705 Sargon Il attacked rebellious Tabal and died under
unknown circumstances. In the 680s BC Argishti Il married off his daughter
(probably again through Muttalu’s mediation) to Ursa the Armenian - the king of
Pa country. As Argishti did not have a male heir according to Khorenatsi, he made
Ursa Hay (the Armenian), who had already become like son to him3*, an heir to his
throne. After the death of Argishti I, in 680 Ursa the Armenian succeeded him as
Rusa Il *
of his statuary “With my two horses and one charioteer | took over the kingship of
the land of Urartu”3° to which his foreign nickname ubartu®® testifies. Taking into
account the above mentioned saying, some Euoropean researchers groundlessly

the son of Armenian”, leaving the following saying on the bronze tableau

call Ursa the Armenian “usurper”. While the meaning of this saying merely
evidences that Ursa the Armenian came by just one chariot (and not accompanied
by a cavalry) from another country after Argishti’s death ascended to the throne in
Urartu and ruled up to 645 in the 1% half of the 7t century in Urartu. As Sarduri Il
(645-635) was the son of Rusa I, quite naturally he was also of Armenian origin.

This is how the 2700 year long mystery on the Urartian king Erimena is
solved. The mystery which was the subject of groundless hypotheses introduced in
debates by various scholars. It is absolutely unsubstantiated to place the king Rusa
[l Erimenahi in the 8" century as done by Roaf, Salvini, and other participants of
the debates.

3. Now it is quite appropriate to call to mind a long forgotten fact: in 1933 the
Russian specialist in the Urartian studies I. |. Meschaninov, a famous student of
Nicholas Mar put forward a hypothesis according to which, Erimenahi is not the
king’s patronymic but rather stands for Hay (Armenian), the tribal name - Pyca
apmAaHuH®’ (Armenian Rusa). Moreover, he came up with the given hypothesis
without being familiar with Asarhaddon’s prayers that had been published by
Knudtzon. Despite the fact that Meschaninov’s hypothesis was supported by the
eminent researcher in Old Armenian and European languages G. Jahukian as well

3 Undupup tunpbuwginy 1913, 4, oU, 324. «dwuu npn; qnpnhwgbwin nnpw
(Uwhwwy Mwppeuh) g<wdwquuy ugniugbu h ybpw) gopwgn uwwpwwbin:

35 Roaf 2012, 201.

36 A. Wolfram von Soden. Akkadisches Handwdrterbuch, Wiesbaden, 1974 (from now
on AHW), 1ll; S. 1399: In the Urartian text ubardugi means front side (line 7) and ubardui
opposite side (line 30)

37 Mewanunos 1933, |, 37-42. See also ApyTtionan 1970, 332, npum. 94.
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as by the outstanding historians S. Yeremian, G. Tiratsian, the philologist, a
specialist of folklore studies M. Hasratyan, |. Dyakonov opposed to the hypothesis,
refuted it in various publications in the 1950s-60s, considering it unscientific.
According to Dyakonov’s hypothesis, Erimena was the uncle of Sarduri Il and
brother of Rusa Il, consequently he ruled for a supposedly short period of time.
Dyakonov’s questionable hypothesis is followed by total refutation, “We are of
course to reject the previously held improbable opinion according to which, Rusa
lI’s patronymic Erimenahe is not his patronymic at all but rather an ethnonym,
signifying “Armenian.” 38

Unfortunately, the distinguished specialist in the Urartian studies Nikolay
Harutyunyan adhered to Dyakonov’s disproving opinion, “It is hard to agree with
Meschaninov who seems to interpret “Rusa the son of Erimena” as “Rusa the
Armenian”. The given point of view being absolutely groundless, is still acceptable
by some Armenologists (S. Yeremyan, G. Tiratsyan, etc.). Recently |I. Dyakonov and
the author of the given book have categorically opposed to the given view.” 3°

Thus, due to the efforts of Dyakonov and his followers Meschaninov’s
assumption turned to nothing, despite the fact that the Urartian specialists I.
Dyakonov and N. Harutyunyan, being scholars of a later period had greater
opportunities to be familiar with Asarhaddon’s prayers directed to God Shamash.

As for the cylindrical seal “Erimena” found in Karmir Blur, it should be noted
that the given name is by no means connected to Rusa Il, and as | have written in
another publication, “The given Erimena absolutely differs from the Erimena
engraved on the fragments of the six shields found in Toprak-kale (Van), where the
latter was referred to as the Urartian king. The mere fact of mentioning only the
name Erimena, indicates that the given individual is the king Armenios who in 585
BC founded the new dynasty of the Haykazunis. The afore-mentioned round, regal
seal with Uratartian cuneiform symbols was made in the name of the king
Armenios, with no mention of patronymic. The line of the new dynasty Haykazunis
started from the king Armenios in the province of Ayrarat, therefore, the name of
the previous king was not mentioned on the seal.” 40

Thus, the two inscriptions testifying to centuries-long existence of the king
Rusa Il were handed down to Armenians. The iscriptions made with the

38 NIbakoHos 1963, 57-58.
39 ApyTioHaH 332, npum. 94.
0 Unpbinyuu 2013, 161-175:
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international cuneiforms of the Near East certified the self-denomination “hay”
(Armenian) and the tribal name “armen” which was inherited from the tribal chief
Arame.

Conclusion

From the above-mentioned it becomes obvious that the transcription of
Erimena (= hay=Armenian) should be viewed as synonymous with the tribal name
Armeini, Aremeniuhini found in the inscriptions of Menua and Argishti I, which are
intentionally transcribed as Urmeini,¥ Urmeniuhini,*> Urmeniuhidi,*® Urmeuedi**
and by doing this they try to conceal the fact that the tribe “hay” (Armenian)
existed in the Armenian Highlands before the 6™ century BC. While in more
ancient Babylonian and Acadian inscriptions denominations are only transcribed as
Armi, Armani, Armanum.

Hence, Rusa Hayordi (Rusa the Armenian’s son) was the same as Rusa Il, who
having succeeded Argishti Il, reigned in the same years (685-645 BC). It was
owing to him and not to the climate changes (as researchers, having the 21
century mentality, assume) that Lake Keshish-gyol came into existence. The
artificial lake was created to supply Rusa’s new capital Rusakhinili and old Tushpa
with water which served as a source of irrigation for the neighboring fields and
valleys as well (see KYKH Ne 391 inscription the artificial lake was misattributed to
Rusa ). Rusa Hay (the Armenian) or Hayordi (Armenian’s son) was not from
Biayna. | myself discovered all these novel pieces of information on Rusa Hayordi.
The Urartian words tubarduni, ubardugi (ubarduni) found in the inscriptions on
Rusa do not refer to Rusa’s coronation at all (DK frontal side | line 7 and HK rear
side Il lines 29, 30 in Salvini’s newly unearthed inscription). They mention Rusa’s
foreign descent as some suggest.

Moreover, due respect should be paid to Salvini, who introduced inscription
unearthed by him to his compatriots-Italians under the headline respectful to
Armenians «Una Stele di Rusa Il Erimenahi dalla zona di Van»- “A Stela of Rusa IlI
Erimenahi from the Region of Van”, mentioning the old Armenian name (Ermants
or Ermanis) of the region, while M. Roaf*® entitled the inscription with the name of

4 Unnug 1972, 169: See also ApyTionsan, 529 under the word KUR URME.
“2 Unnug 1972, 157, 201, 212, 223, 366:

3 Unnug 1972, 157:

“ Unnug 1972, 174:

45 Roaf M., 2012, 191.
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the village in Turkish “The Urartian inscription of Gyovelek.” Mirio Salvini could
have done the same, but preferred not to.

We have other geographical data on the country of Pa, which irrefutably
discover Rusa Hayordi’s motherland located out of Biayna’s borders, where his
nation called him hay (Armenian). We will dwell upon data on another occasion.
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NkPursnibh EFUUYNN HNRUU HAY WUU UrUeLp Nrtb

Unhct13UL U.
Udthnthnd

Pwtuh pwnbp' Upwd, Upwdny, dwbh pwquynpbtp, Mpwpgng Mnwuw
Eppdttuyh npnp, UpdGup npnp, Uunpbuypwi:

2002 pypu hwynuwptipdtg dh pwpwlynenn’ Nipupuinh MNnww 11 Eppdt-
uwjnpnh pwgwynph punwpdéwly wpdwuwgpnuygjwdp: Wn hwjinuwagnpdnudp
wwwbh wnhp dwnwjkg EppdGuwih npnh Mnwwih dwqdwu, winhdh W upw
Ynnuhg Nipwpuninth quhp dwnwugbnt opptwywunyejwu wdkuwwnwppbp Gu-
pwnnniRintuutiph hwdwp: Npn2 hGinnwgnunnutip Upwu Wwpqwwbu hwdwpnid
Gu Mnww | (J.p.w. 735-714 pp.): Updwuwgpnieiniup gunnwd Uwyhupu, npn)
wpwunwdubphg htwunn hwugbig wju dwphu, np wyu Mnww EphdGuwinpnhu
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uwfunpnb] £ Nipwpwinth pwqwynp Upghoinp 1-htu (U.p.w. 713-685): Lpwu
htwnlbny, djnw hGunwgnunnubipp unyuwbu Gupwnpnu Gu, G Eppdtuwh np-
nh Mnwwu qwhwlwit| & Nippwpunnind (U.p.w. 713-708 pp.):

«Ugonipwlywu wnneputin wplh wunywd Cwdwohu» gppnd hpwwwpwy-
wd £ dh wnpnip, nph b9 Uunpbuwnwuh pwgwynp Uuwphwnnnup hwnnp-
nnw k, b «Ntpuipunph pwquynp Npuwght (wyupupt’ Nnwiwghu) hp Mw.... Gpy-
pnd wujwunw Gu bw-w-wy», npp pun nnuninp 3npgbiu Yuningnuh Gupwn-
Ypnud £ Minwiwgh hwy pwquiynp htubyp:

Wu hhdwu ypw unytu hpwwwpwydwu hbnhuwyp fuunpn wnwplw pwgw-
Yynphtu wujwund £ Mnww <wy, huYy upw «Erimenahi» hwypwuntup, nphtu dw-
unp sk Yunuingnup, pwpguwunud £ Updtup npnp, wupupt' <wynpnp: 6Y wyu-
wbu, pwuh np wyu Npuwt Ywd Mnww VIEnuph wnweht Ytuh Wunpbunwup
pwgwynp Wuwphwnnnuph dwdwuwlwyhgu £, wwyw upwt wbunp L unyuwgut
Upghouinh l-h hwonpn Mnww -h htwn, npp quhwyw b £ Nppwpunnind d.e.w.
685-645 pp.:

LLAPb YPAPTY PYCA XA WM CblH APMAHUHA

MYLLETAH A.

Pe3tome

Knrouesbie cnosa: Apam, Apamy, sarckue yapu, Ypapmy, ceiH Pycbl Spumensi,
cbiH Apmera, Accupus.

B 2002 ropy utanbaHckuii ypaptonor Mupbo CanbBUHU K BOCTOKY OT ro-
pona BaH, B cene dpmaHy, (MHave — DpmaHnc), obHapyun CTeny C NpocTpaH-
Holi Hapnucbto ypapTckoro uapa Pycobl Il Spumenaxn. Hosoe LeHHoe oTKpbI-
TWE NOCNYMNO MOBOJOM [J1A BCEBO3MOMHBIX LOrafoKk O npoucxoxaeHun Pycbl
— CblHa JpVMEHbl M O 3aKOHHOCTM YHacnefoBaHWA WM YpPapTCKOro TpoHa.
CornacHo Maiikny Poydbapy, ato Pyca | (735-714), npasueunii B 735-714 rr.
A0 H.3. Takoe e npefnonoxeHve B cBoe Bpems ObINo BbICKa3aHO HEMELKUM
nccnegosatenem Jlemantom layntom. Cam CanbBuHM NpuLIen K BbIBOAY, 4TO
Pyca Ill DpumeHaxu 6bin npepLlecTBEHHUKOM ypapTckoro uapa Apruwtu
(713-685). Bcnep, 3a HUM 1 ppyrue uccnepoBaTenu, B UX YUCIE U UCTOPUK
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Epeanp, [pexaH, B cBoux nybnuMKkaumax Takme NPUOEPHKMBAIOTCA MHEHWA, YTO
Pyca - cbiH Dpumenbl npasun nocne Pycobl |, nokoHumBLero ¢ coboit B 714 .
00 H.3., nocne Toro, kak uapem Accupumn CaproHom |l 6binn pa3srpabneHbl
becueHHble COKPOBHLLLA YPapTCKOro KynbToBoro LeHTpa Mycacupa.

ABTOp [laHHOIA CTaTbW C COMaNneHWeM [OMKEH OTMETUTb, YTO BCE y4YacCTHU-
KW BblLLEYKa3aHHON OUCKYCCUM HE UMENU NPeacTaBieHns O TeX UCTOPUYECKUX
MCTOYHMKAX, KOTOpPbIE MPONMBAtOT CBET Ha 3arafoyHblii 0bpa3 ypapTcKoro Lapa
Pycbl — cblHa DpumeHbl 1 Bpemsa ero npasnenua. Wmetotca B Bupy «Accu-
puiickne monutebl 6ory conHua Lllamaluy», M3paHHble BblJaOLLMMCA HOp-
BEMCKMM IMHIBUCTOM U UCTOPUKOM I7IopreHOM KHyn3oHom (Tom Il, Jlelinuur,
1893), B KOTOpbIX accpuiickuii Lapb AcapxagfoH coobLuaeT, YTo «uapb Ypap-
™M Ypca unm Pyca B cBoeii cTpaHe [a... umeHyetca Ma-a-a». A aTn rnacHble
patoT nosop, uspatento KHypsoHy BupeTb B nuue Pycbl apmaHckozo yaps
(«vielleicht mit einem armenischen Konig Ursa oder Rusd»). Ha ocHoBaHuu
CKa3aHHOro aBTOp JaHHOW nybnukauun HasbiBaeT uapsa Pycy Hay (apmaHur), a
ero otyectBo «Erimenahi» nepeBognT Kak cbiH ApmeHa. W Tak Kak 3ToT Ypca
unn Pyca 6bin coBpemeHHUKOM AcapxapgfioHa, npasutenem Accupun B nepBoi
nonouHe VIl Beka fo H.3., TO OH oToMgecTBnAerca ¢ uapem Pycoit I,
npaeuTenem Ypapty B 685-645 rr. po H.3., kak npeemHuk Apruwtu |l. U Het
HUKaKoii HapobHocTu coBpemeHHMKa AcapxappoHa — Pycy |l «nepecenatb» B
npepLLecTBytoLLEe CTONETHE.
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