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Fig. 1. The Cult Centers of the Pre-Christian Deities in Historical Armenia

The main material of this map includes the sanctuaries, temples of gods and
goddesses, according to stages of development of the heathen pantheon. Thus,
from the Hayasan pantheon (X V—XIII centuries BC), only two worship centers of
the supreme couple are indicated on the map: the father god Ugur in the central
city of Hayasa (of the country of Hayasa-Azzi), and the mother goddess, whose
name is conveyed by Ishtar’s ideogram, in Bagarich (the province of Higher
Armenia). Information about these and other deities of the Hayasan pantheon (the
cult centers of which are also noted in the inscription, but not reflected on our
map) comes from Hittite sources, and these materials are mostly published.® The
main source is a political document — a treaty concluded between the king of the
Hittite Empire and the ruler of Hayasa, in the oath part of which the deities of

hh. 1. 2, 5., 1978, 1982: Wihpwi .. <htt hunmunp ud htipuiinuuljui Gpotip huyng, k-
kil 1895: Uuninitiguit fu.. <pli <uyuuumubh Ynyunipuiy, hh. 1, 2, 3. 6., 1931-1941:
Wptinui U., Gpytp, hh. U, Q. E 2, 6., 1966-1985: dwppnuijui 9., Fwpumuyht wq-
qugpujub ynelip” AUL-1973, Ghinuppniihp: FUGL-1974, Ghpuly: AUGL-1976, Lnnh:

3 About the Hittite and Hayasan deities see: Keilschrifturkunden aus Boghazkoi (KUB),
Berlin, 1921ff, X, 82. Keilschrifturkunden aus Boghazkoi (KBo). Leipzig/Berlin, 1923ff, IV,
13; Tepun O. Xerter, M., 1987, ¢. 119.
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Some Issues of Mapping the Religious and Cult System...

some years later, we have partially filled this gap. The map was made in the early
1991s, and it satisfied the requirements of its time, but now lags behind the level
of development of mapping and needs further rework in accordance with the
modern methods of electronic digitization.

The second and the third maps — “Pagan beliefs in Armenia” and “Pagan
religion. Pantheons”, are in Armenian, and, as far as we know, represent the first
attempt of its kind to map this subject. Those maps were produced in 1998,
commissioned by the Faculty of Geography of Yerevan State University. The
publication of the “Atlas of Armenian Population and Culture”, has not yet been
implemented. We have only the most basic, the so-called hand-written copies of
the maps.

B/ The second map — “Pagan Beliefs in Armenia”, reflects the oldest
religious beliefs and related pantheistic notions, including the worship of
mountains and caves, plants and animals, rivers and lakes, etc. (fig. 2). The map
also shows the places of worship of the stone stelas — vishaps (dragons),
petroglyphs with cult content, the sanctuaries and all sorts of shrines created by
nature and man.
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As in the case of the previous one, on this map too, the cartographic material
is far from being complete, since it is impossible to mark all the beliefs of the
numerous regions of all fifteen provinces of historical Armenia on one map.

The source of the map covers materials from ethnographic literature, in
particular from “Azgagrakan Handes” («dqquqpuljubtt hwtintu» /“Ethnographic
Journal”), as well as our field materials collected during the ethnographic
expeditions in three regions of Armenia — Lori, Gegharkunik, Shirak.

C/ The third map — “Pagan Religion: Pantheons” was, as noted above, made
in the same period and with the same purpose as the second one, and also
remained unpublished.
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Fig. 3. Pagan Religion: Pantheons

This map, by its content, is similar to the first one — “The Cult Centers of the
Pre-Christian Deities in Historical Armenia”, made in Russian, but differs from it
in the nature of presentation. While on the first map the places of worship are
marked by the names of gods and goddesses of different stages of the pantheon,
on the second one they are marked by groups denoting these stages: Haykids (111
millennium BC), Hayasan (II millennium BC), Urartian (IX-VI centuries B.C.)
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and pan-Armenian (VI century B.C. — IV century AD). Here, too, places of
worship for different deities are designated by the names of gods or goddesses,
for example, Anahit, Aramazd, etc., and sometimes by the names of the temples
— the House of Aramazd and Astghik, the Vahevanian temple, etc. There are also
areas and toponyms related to the cult and the theonym: the country of Hayq
(Hayk’) — as founded by Hayk Nahapet (Patriarch Hayk), Armenia — by Aram
Nahapet (Patriarch Aram), Bagavan — as a cult center, lake Van — as a place
associated with the worship of the Sun.

Materials for this map are taken from the same written and folklore sources
as the first one. Both the previous second and this third map, when they are
published, will need to be digitized in accordance with the modern mapping
techniques.

D/ The fourth map — “Principales centros de culto de Armenia” (“The Main
Centers of Cult in Armenia”), was published in 2010, in the book “History of the
Armenian People”, in Spanish, in the paragraph on the pagan religion of
Armenians, in our authorship.® It covers the main material of the previous maps,
not counting beliefs, and just as the third one, represents the deities and their cult

centers according to the stages of the development of the pantheon.
Principales centros de culto de Armenia ||
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Fig. 4. The Main Centers of Cult in Armenia

8 Vardumyan G. D.. La antigua religion y la mitologia.- Historia del pueblo Armenio,
Barcelona, 2010, p. 435.
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development of the Armenian pantheon. And, of course, some other refinements
and additions will also be made.
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Fig. 5. The Centers of Worship in Heathen Armenia

These five maps, representing the first attempts in the mapping of the
ancient Armenian religion and mythology, will serve as a basis for creating more
advanced maps in the future. Modem electronic technologies make it possible to
reflect many additional data from the existing material that have not been shown
on the maps presented because of the impossibility of designating all of them on
a single map. On the other hand, making an atlas of the maps which will present
the stages of development of the ancient Armenian religion and mythology is a
must today. All the above-mentioned shortcomings in our five maps must be
corrected, especially those of technical nature. Some refinements of scientific
nature will also be introduced, several groups of deities (such as the pantheons of
Aratta and Nairi countries) whose cults have been studied in our research during
recent years, will be added.

The newest technologies will allow us to solve certain problems in a new
way, using the means and tools of digital mapping. The creation of new maps
will fill the gap in the representation of the pre-Christian past of the Armenians,
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