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EASTERN ARMENIA WITHIN THE ADMINISTRATIVE
SYSTEM OF THE SEFEVID IRAN ACCORDING TO THE
PERSIAN SOURCES

At the end of the Perso-Turkish wars and following the peace of 1639, some part of
Armenian provinces were annexed by Persia forming Khanates on this territory —
autonomous administrative units. Of those Khanates, the Khanate of Yerevan was
one of the most advanced political and strategic unit compared with other khanates.
It was responsible for the defense of the Iranian western frontier against the
Ottoman attacks.

The Yerevan (Chokhursaad) and the Kharabakh princedoms by virtue of their
geographic position in the administrative system of the Sefavid Iran were located in
the center of the Sefavid strategic and political interests. Despite being part of the
Persian state and the usage of the Persian name Chokhursaad at the Persian court
and in the official circles, the Armenian territories retained their name as
Armenistan.

A notable historiographer of the Safavid period Iskandar bek Torkaman
Monshi many times mentioned the Armenian territories in his work and the names
of those territories, including “Lesser Armenia”. The first mention of Lesser
Armenia is encountered in the first volume of the work. At the time of Sefavid
Muhammed (1577 — 1587), writing about the war, the author notes the events of
handing over the Chokhursaad to the Ottomans: “...The successful region of
Chokhursaad which is a big part of Lesser Armenia came over into the hands of
the enemyl. Iskandar Monshi had a precise idea about Armenia and mentioned it at
the time, and later, at the time of the Ottomans’ seisure of the Kars Province: “Affer
those cases the fortress of Kars came over to the management by the subjects of
our Kingdom. The Vilaet of Kars is in the territory of Lesser Armenia’ located

* Iskandar Monshi uses the name of “Lesser Armenia for the spot of land located on
the territory of Greater Armenia probably following the logic of the Arab geographic
divisions.
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between Yerevan and Erzrum °: Iskandar Moshi also gives important information
about the Armenian population. In the second volume of the book, in the following
sub-chapter of the twenty-third book on the rule of Shah Abbas I: “In remembrance
of those events, that took place after the seizure of Lori, Tiflis and Tumanosi
(Dmanis) fortresses and Ganja fortress and Karabag mulk”, the author, on the
occasion of the seizure of Tiflis mentions the Christian Armenians: “....Those urban
residents were mostly Christian Armenians, Georgians and small numbers of
Muslims, while at different places of the city one could notice Christial places of
worship and churches®. After the war against the notable Sultan of the Ottoman
state, Suleyman (1520 — 1566) troop commanders Esmail Mirza and Abdala Khan
after the expedition against the Ottoman army proceded to Karabakh via the road to
Yerevan. This event is described by the author as follows: “...in this battle about
twenty thousand Ottomans ceded to the assault of our mighty army, which
subsequently took the return road, turning from the Arzanjan road and headed to
Kambag”5

In the work by Monshi we find many materials relating to Yerevan, the fortress
of Yerevan, Chokhursaad and Kharabakh, thus explaining the great significance of
those two princedoms in the system of the Sefavid administrative system.

In the chapter “Karabakh” of another source “The country that was divided
into several regions and villages, is the place of residence for the most respected
persons who had under their order large numbers of warriers. The historians
reminded that this country was located between Shirvan and Azarbaijan and was
one of the countries subordinated to Barda” 6.

“In the fragment of the book ‘“Mokhtasarmofid related to Chokhorsaad we
read: “It is clear to all that Darolmolke Chokhorsaad is the same Yerevan, located
on the bank of the River Zangu. However, in certain geographic divisions there is
an idea that this vilayet is a region subordinated to Barda, but some people
regarded Barda as part of Aran, In actual fact, it is true that Barda is located
within Aran, while Chokhursaad is a separate spot, embracing five regions, three
cities and a vilayet and six fortresses 7T Of special importance is a communication
about Yerevan by the author of “Mokhtasarmofid” that “A vilayet subordinating
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many regions, it is surrounded by unimaginably beautiful and heavenly gardens.
The subject dwellers are mostly Christian” 5

We also encounter memoirs associated with the Armenians and the Armenian
realities in an important source related to the administrative history Dastur al-
mulukum. In the second chapter of the book the author refers to the names of the
adminstrative divisions and places noting “the fifth Chokhursaad, the sixth —
Kharabagg”. In the eighth sub-chapter of the fourth chapter of the book there is a

mention of the geographic location in connection with different payments for the
»10,

3

needs of the government: “... From the Fortress of Yerevan — nine tumans
Actually, Dastur al-mulayuk, too, as a source related to the activities of the Sefavid
administration, made a mention of the two Armenian locations only with regard to
the administrative business only. According to Dastur al-muluki, the royal palace of
Persia not only made use of the name of Armenia, but Armenia probably had its
separate mustofin. Thus, when enumerating and presenting the mustofins, it was
said: “the fifth mustofin of the outskirts or mustofin of the Armenian outskirts 1

In different chapters of Tazkirat al-muluk one can also encounter expressions
related to the Armenians. In the third chapter, second sub-chapter (gabeteum) there
is an explanation of the work by a jabadarbashi (store manager of munitions). Here
is what is said about Yerevan: “...In this I° Yerevan Jabakhanyum and other regions
and vilayets, in which there are royal storehouoses for which jabadarbashi
appoints taghvidar (responsible manager) who presides over the Hakims of the
vilayet...”: In the first part of the book’s conclusion there is a note on the amount of
money paid to Amir Shekar Bashi: “The annual payment of Jugha's Armenians is
fifty tumans... 12

In the second part of Tazkirat al-muluk conclusion, in the chapter on the
revenu of population centers and their dependent regions there was a separate sub-
chapter on their revenues mentioning “Chokhursaag and the subordinate regions
and their outstanding amount of twenty-five thousand nine thousand and ten
tumans as well as six thousand three hundred and twenty six dinars”" with regard
to a separate sub-chapter on the regions’ revenues L hwwmlugyli mentioning
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“From Chokhursaag princedom twenty-five thousand nine hundred ten tumans and
six thousand three hundred and twenty-six dinarsM, after which mention is made of
more regions subordinated to Chokhursaad In the same second chapter after
Chokhursaad it is noted: “The Karabakh land and the regions around it must pay
twenty-four thousand and seven hundred twenty-six tuman and nine hundred
seventy-eight dinar”, is further noted in the revenue part of the records on
Karabakh and the subordinated regions.

In the part “Chokhursaad and subordinate regions” of the third chapter of the
Conclusion the following units were noted: Tuman Nakhijevan, Maku, Chrugbil,
Sedarak, Bayaget, Scadilu (residential territory of the Kurds, a base on the
Mountain Ararat Akrade Dembeli (a Kurdish tribe, disseminated on the territories
of Iran and Ottoman borderline lands)15 The communications on the Tazkirat al-
muluk book are important because they show a new process of forming the new
names in Armenia. In the row of traditional place names, the lands temporarily
occupied by the nomadic tribes receive officially recognized names.

According to Tazkirat al-muluk, the geography of Karabakh and its subordinated
regions included Dzakam, Barda, Ahnabad, Javanshir, Bargushat, Volkaie Arasbarr
and the lands of Baiagedli tribe, Volkaye Somavi and Tarkor (Targyavas) te.

This fact of the aecdministrative division resulted in a speculation on the part of
the Azerbaijani, who wanted to create an impression that Chokursaad was part of
Azerbaijan, however, according to Tazkirat al-muluk, Chokhursaad really was an
autonomous territory. In the preface to the third Chapter of Tazkirat al-Muluk'” the
author enumerates the thirteen municipalities of the country, noting Azerbaijan as
the fourth name, while the fifth name is Chokhursaat (Yerevan), without joining it
to Azerbaijan or any other name. In this connection, in the division of the book
dealing with revenues, Chokhursaad and its dependent territories are presented
separately, which proves that at that period of time the princedom of Chokhursaat
was under independent administration.

In this connection the following remark by Hakob Papazian acquires great
significance: Referring to Tazkirat al-muluk as the main source, he describes
Chokhursaad: “.... The North-West four vilaets are included into the tax-and-finance
subdivision being autonomous politico-financial institutions.
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Interestingly, because of that the country of Ararat or the province of Yerevan
subordinated also by the Nakhijevan's olkan was called Chukhur-Sa’di princedom,
Gandzak — by the world of Artsakh, Gandzak or Gharabag princedom, Shamakh
and Aghvan world’s big part — Shirvan princedom, and only Tebriz province or
Atrpatakan proper — Azerbaijan princedom. However, all that from the point of
taxes and finances had one common leadership 18

While confirming Papazyan’s opinion that actually several princedoms were
economically subordinated to one main princedom, it is possible to affirm that at
the time of creating Tazkirat al-muluk, each princedom was presented as an
independent economic unit that was subordinated to the central princedom.

The abovementioned facts of administrative divisions indicated by the units
Chokhursaad and Garabag, per se point out to the phenomenon that the two
Armenian princedoms occupied an important place in the sefavid system of
governance.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

1368 ¢ S sl ol L) ¢l g5 ¢S slall o S35 clagans | ) e

4 eabla S e e oS Sin jle dielan) 22 (a5 (35S 4y ¢ Solall ) s a1 e
1385 el )il 5l S pa e JA sl ol 35 ¢l gS eemlalinn )l 5 2l S ja (5 )l

S el LIS (ol gh i la a5 Jsl s ol ) alle d )l S i S sl
1392

(Bsia pac )3 () Olg) GL8l s )ade palda (53 e Ssl L) a2 oS b LS £y
1390¢s2 3 JLid) 2 sane iSOl 68 ga ¢ A5 5 3l Ol HLID) de sane () yed

Ouhuqubi <., «Tuntbunupuwdh wyupuybpttd Jutpugptipp (Qupjuow-
gntinp). wpwy wnwght (%42 n1.), Gplowb, 1968

Qnpuwiyumt Muyk, <wyj-Onru-Jdpuguljub thnpu hwpwpbipnignibdtinp dC nuph
tinypnpn Ytuht, U. Epdhwodhi, 2006:

B uuyuqliwi <. 2., 1968, 145:

171



dhLLG (- UGGLULLUMr3UETLU
GN< <ugwwmubihie hwpulihg Gphpibph wwandniepub wdphnih huggnpn
jilb_mesh@yahoo.com

WMGFGL3W L <U3UUSUTLL UGH3WL hLrULH
Juruulv<uvreuurenru cUsS Murtududv
WLL3NFLLVEND

Uptityub <uguunmwbp utipjubiitiph Ynnihg gpuytinig htivun, untin-
oytight howbmipgniboitip® Jupswluwd dhwynpbbtp: NMuwpuuiub wn-
pnipbipnd - jubt Jupbtiinp wjjuitip - Gptowbh - powbingput
Quwpuwpwnh Jupswub e Epdhl yuumdnipyub ytpuptpu;: Gunphhy
hptilg  wphuwphwgpujub nhpph npubtp Jupbtinp Gwhwbqbtp thi
utipjwtt bpubth Jupswut hudwlupgny, G gumignid Eht unw-
Jupnipjub tir yupuhl yquwundhstiph nwnpnipyubt jabnpnibnd: Uwu-
twynpuytiv, tpynid £, np Gpinwbp gqmninid Ep «®@npp Updtithunw-
tnud» b piuytigqud tp winwbjuytiu pphunniywiittipny (huytipny):

172



KNJIbBBEPT MEIIKAHBAPAHC

Couckamenwv kagedpwvl ucmopuu conpedenvhvix Apmenuu cmpan EI'Y

jilb_mesh@yahoo.com

BOCTOYHASI APMEHUSA B AJIIMUHUCTPATUBHON
CUCTEME CE®EBUACKOI'O UPAHA 110
HEPCUACKUM UCTOYHUKAM

[Tocne 3aBoeBanus cedeBugamu, B BocrouHoit ApMeHUH ObUTH OpPraHU30-
BaHbl XaHCTBA — a/IMMHUCTPATUBHbIE €IMHULIBI. B MepcuacKuX UCTOUHUKAX,
B yactHoCTH, B Tadkirat al-muluk comepxarcst BaykHble CBeACHUS MO aaMU-
HUCTPAaTUBHOW M 3THUYECKoi uctopun EpeBanckoro xanctBa n Kapabaxa,
KOTOpbIE OBUIM BaKHBIMU MPOBHHIUSAMH, BXOAMBIIUMH B COCTaB aIMHHHU-
CTpaTUBHOI cuctembl cedeBujckoro MpaHa W mo HmpUYMHE CBOErO Te€o-
rpa)M4IecKoro IMOJIOKEHUSI SBISUIMCH MPEIMETOM ITOCTOSHHOTO BHUMAHUS
CO CTOPOHBI IIPAaBUTENBCTBA W TEPCUACKUX HCTOPUKOB. B dacTHOCTH,
yKazbIBaeTcs, 4to EpeBan Haxonutcs B «Masoii ApMeHUN» U HAceNEH Ipe-
MMYLIECTBEHHO XPUCTUAHAMH.
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