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ANEWLY FOUND «ZORAC» CHURCH OF ARTSAKH

In a row of Armenian Christian spiritual constructions of Artsakh, a newly found
church by its both location and architectural design deserves a special attention. It is
undoubtedly distinguishable from any other similar monuments of the region. The
question is about a church lying near the sites called “Vanqi hogh” or “Gyolen khut”,
in the vicinity of the renowned fortress of Kachaghakaberd. It is quite amazing that
numerous tourists and even indigenous people, visiting Kachaghakaberd annually,
have not noticed the ruins of this remarkable monument. Surprizingly, only a few
inhabitants of the neighboring villages of Qolatak and Patara knew about this
monument altogether. In this connection, we would like to thank the head of the
community of Qolatak village, Mr. Artur Babayan, who kindly agreed to show us
this site.

By an administrative division of the Republic of Nagorno-Karabakh,
Kachaghakaberd and its church are located within the Khachen village of the
Askeran region. However, while being mentioned by primary sources as a fortress
attached to the village of Qolatak, we should probably keep this information for our
further discussion.

Glkntigh 2nnwg _ Udpng Yuwswnuilwpbnn

A view of Kachaghaberd from Qolatak village
Kachaghakaberd is one of the most famous fortresses of Artsakh-Karabakh. For
its magnificent outlook it always attracted the attention of scholars. Unlike other

A view of the church from South-West

numerous fortresses in the region, Kachaghakaberd is mentioned in the primary
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sources as well. The earliest mention on the fortress is dated by the first half of the
ninth century.! There are also many passages to find on Kachaghakaberd in
contemporary historical literature, where the fortress sometimes appears under the
names Khachen Berd or Sghsghan.” Unless we do not know the date of the fortress’s
erection, one can nevertheless assume that it was built in the seventh century and
survived until the late medieval epoch.

The fortress of Kachaghakaberd is situated in the heartland of Karabakh. It
stands on the right bank of Qolatak, a tributary to the River of Khachenaget. The
fortress is on the Havqakhaghac® range, located on the top of the huge rock at a
height of 50-60 m. While being located on the border of both Martakert and Askeran
regions, the fortress can be seen from all sides. From those sides, where the way to
the site seems was more or less accessible, the fortress was supplied by towers
strengthened by massive walls. At the same time, some 1,3 hectare area bears the
traces of numerous constructions built in the past. The only accessible way there was
the entrance opened in the southern part. In fact, being located at a rather inaccessible
place, Kachaghakaberd did never have a constant population. It was built as a
military station which served as a fortification. This is proved by military barracks
located near the walls of the fortress as well as two big silos which could provide the
garrison with necessary provisions during a long siege.

The closest village to the fortress is Qolatak which stands at a distance of 3,2 km
from the site. The village of Khachen is almost 7 km away from the fortress. The
newly founded church stands beyond the fortress in the forest belt. The church is
around 100 m to the East from the road going through the forest belt. The fortress
cannot be seen from the road at all. The church lies nearly 950 m to the North-East
from the fortress. Its azimuth is 31° (the geographical coordinates are N. 39 58 44,9
E. 46 37 17,3 Alt. 1408). There is no evidence on this monument in literary sources.
Nor have we information on this site from local literature or any geographical work.
The state list of monuments of Artsakh misses this site either.

By ist architectural concept this is a single-apsis basilique with two altars built
in the hall. The church has a rectangular shape with 820 X 520 c¢m, built out of local
grey sandstone. The width of the walls is 1,0 m.

! qunuiljuwnnmwgh U., 1983, Ly 340.

2 See' Pwipjunnwipbwig U, 1895, ty 425, Quubwlg U., 1842, ko 195: See also’ Lhn,
1890, Lo 355, Lwddh, 1906, ke 5: Znjhwuhtubwl U, 1970, ke 452, Miyympupjuil £, 1975, Lo 45,
Ulypusymi ., 1985, by 24-25 etc:
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L 9. Uwinquyuwilr

The monument is in ruins today. Only a northern part with 5,5 m height survived,
while both eastern and western sides survived only partially. The southern part did not

survive at all. The ground of the church is around 1,0 — 1,5 m, while the niche is still
under ruins. The western entrance survived. It includes a smooth lintel provided with a
mosaic made of a shaved rose travertine. The altar is divided from the hall by a thin
line of a rose shaved travertine. It should be noted that the church has got a very
modest decorative design. The only decoration found in the church can be that shaved

rose travertine. No additional decorations, mosaic or inscriptions are to find here.
= 7 r -,\.‘i s !

church
Having analyzed the ruins in details we came to a conclusion that the church

had been reconstructed before. It becomes clear while examining the altar. Initially, it

was built as a single-absis church. The altar had a low scene the front side of which

o 2 R k. §F i
The entrance survived The altar of t|

was outlined by a shaved laying. The altar also had a rather wide pre-altar area which
from inner side was limited by an arc emerging the semicircle.
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The southern altar of the church

Altar’s parttion

Subsequently, during the restoration works, a partition was erected along the
altar axis, which divided the large altar into two narrow, the northern and southern
altars. In favor of this division’s somewhat later dating speaks a fact that the eastern
wall of both altars is no longer a semicircle, as it was initially, but a curvilinear. In
addition, a frontface of the partition was built with grey sandstone and not a shaved
rose travertine as it was in case of the large altar. It is worth noting that churches with
double-altars emerging in the main hall are uncommon for Armenia. Likewise, they
are very unusual for Artsakh architectural tradition. For instance, two small churches
of the Apostol Elishe monastery were built this way. Their extra narrow altars have a
semicircle shape and a single window looking eastwards. In our case, both narrow
altars are not assumed by semicircles, but they do have a single window looking
eastwards. By the way, one can notice that partially survived windows of altars with
the time became wider. They were covered by the aforementioned shaved travertine.
A condition of stay of the eastern facade does not allow us to state that those both
windows were built during the restoration works. It is likely that initially the large
altar had three windows, unless the central one was subsequently closed as the
partition was erected.

Only a few renowned religious constructions such as Avan, Aruch, Talin and
Zvartnoc had a window placed in the altar and looking eastwards. These monuments
are normally referred to the Chalcedonian churches. Obviously, the modification of
our church was caused by either religious or architectural reasons. Whatever it was,
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the general outlook of the church was considerably changed. Only after excavations
and the following detailed analysis of the artefacts revealed during the works, one
can speak about the church’s construction and then renovation periods. Nowadays,
judging from architectural features, one can place the monument’s foundation into
the ninth-tenth centuries. At the same time, the restoration works in the church could
have been conducted in the eleventh-twelfth centuries.

Having analyzied the ruins and its surrounding area, one can notice a few
features that makes this church distingushable from other ones. More or less well
preserved the northern wall lacked a baptistery. Nor have we any evidence pointing
to an existence of a cemetery in the environment. In addition, there are no traces of
any settlement or a construction emerged in the neighborhood. Finally, there is no
water source around either.

The aforementioned features can be explained by a fact that the surrounding
area of the monument lacked permanent population. This explains why this sacred
place did not have a priest. In fact, the church was built as a public prayer place.
Since the nearest settlement was the fortress of Kachaghakaberd with its military
station, the majority of prayers should have represented the army. Being located on
the way taking from Kachaghakaberd to Khachenaget’s valley, the church served as
a sacred place where the warriors prayed before and after their military campaigns. In
fact, from a functional point of view, if making parallels with the renowned
monument of Etegis, the newly found church of Kachaghaberd can be considered as
Artsakh’s “Zorac” church while it served military purposes. The “Zorac” church of
Artsakh has also another special peculiar that makes it different from others. The
church, most probably, pulled down due to a natural factor. No stone has yet been
removed from here. Thus, we have now a chance to reconstruct the church by means
of archaeological excavations. Subsequently, it can turn into a pilgrimage for
numerous tourists as well as the host of Artsakh.
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Upgwuh Guwswnujupbpn wdpngh unnpnnhtt «Jdwbph hnny, Jud «Gnik
huniey» Ynsdud Juypnd ytpetipu hwymbwptpyt £ dh kqugh tytintgh:

Yuswnuljuptipnh wikbiwun hhpwmwynidp uuggud E IX-pn nuph w-
nwohli Jhiuh wuwwmdwlwh hpnnnipjnibbtph htin: Quwywd unipngh Junnig-
dwl pyuubp unnyq huynbh sk, puyg nunting yuhwwigwd Junnygitinhg
Juntph £ Ghpwunpt), np wyb, hpdbwunpy Euntjuqb, VI-pn nupnid b oquw-
gnnpoyty Uhisle n1p dhehwunup:

Gusunuluptipnp guiynud £ fowghimgbimh hwpujuyhtt Juuayy Lnjw-
wnuwl] glimh we withh <wypwhuwnuwyg jEntwnpuyh udtbwpwpap Yhnmnid 50-60
U ytip junjugnn utinuitwal whntijh duypwquiigyudh qugquphi:

Wipnghtt wdtiiwudinunp phwuuypp Lnjunwyy gyninb k, nphg hnipwpaw-
tp quimd £ 3,2 Yd hyniuhu W inn 800 U pupdap Ghphti: buly tnpuhwyn Ghtint-
ghtt gquniiynid k& wnipnghg nnipu, tpuithg 950 U hyjniuhu-wipbitpp, ptipwunhp nb-
nuiph hwupp Ggquiual hpJubnuitht, winmwnuwyun Juypnid (wphuwuphwg-
puubd Ynpnhtunbitint G0 N. 39 58 44,9 E. 46 37 17,3 Alt. 1408): Gljtintign1 yt-
nuiptipyuy gpuaynp winpynipbitippn npllt hhpunwiynid skt wyuwhwubl:

Swpunuwpuwytmwljubt hnphtwodpny wyt dhwiwy puwghyhy tytinkgh t°
upwhh dtie pugynn tipynt pnpubitipny: Ypunwphtihg wyd nignuibynih phtin -
Pyl £ 820 X 520 ud sunthtipny, Juinniggud wmtinh dnpjupugnyl, Ynuyumumnuy,
wjuqupwphg Jpupunuiuny: Muwnbiph hwunnipyniap” 1,0 4 L <nipupdwbin
wytipqud k, jubgnih £ dhuyh hjniuhuwghtt 6wljuwnp dhisle 5,5 @ pupdpni-
ppudp: Unubujh yquwhwyuwitgt) G wplebpuwd ne wipidumyub Gujunbtipp: <w-
puyuyhtt Gwjunp UGS dwul ni punujuy dSwohp thniquo tt: <nipupdw-
th hwwmwyp dhtsle 1,0-1,5 A Ghpp yunmywd £ thjumwjutipny: Ghtintignid nplek
wpdwbwgnnipinih sh hwymbwptpyy:

<nipuipdwbp jpnd E ybpuunnigdwb htimptip: b uljgpubt wyh tnby £ by
pinhwbnip, b pugjud punpuibting thwiwy thtntgh: dhpuljunnigdwi phb-
pwugpnid junpubh tpuybujubt wnwbgpny, ptidh Yypw, gpynid £ dheiuygun,
npp pwdwbnd £ dkd funpubp tpyne otin” hyniuhuwyht ne hwpujuyht unpuab-

185



QUuapg U. UUreuUsdu

titinh, npnbighg jnipupwbynipp nibtighy £ bkl wpllyuihuwywg yuwumnithwb: <ni-
2wpdwbh Gtiplughu dh6wlp penyp sh wwhu winty, puyg hbwpuegnp £, np
uljqpiiujuull funpuith Wunnihwbibipp tinly &b Gptipp, npniighg Jhmpnwubn
thwyti, pupyty £ anpubip ipluntine ne dheiwuqunp unnighint hwdwnp:

Gltintignt Junnigdwb ni ypujunnigdwut dudwbwh nt dwbipudwubt-
nh dwuh@ wytijh unnygq htwpuynp Jihth pnut) ytinnig b dwbpupljhm ni-
untibimuhptiinyg htimn: Wyuop, nuwbtiny Gwpumupuybnwlud wpwbdbw-
hwnnipynibiitinhg, hnipwpdwbh Junnignidp Jupbh £ yepugpty 1X-X, hul
Ytpuunnignidp' XI-XII nuptiphb:

Uytpuwyitinh W oppwjuyph qubinipeyniip pugwhuwymnid £ wyu phbinigyub
wnwbdbuyh mbnd ni nipp Upgwph tdwiwmhy uppumtinhbiph wppnid:
Gun ph phy (Y yuhwywiyud hntuhuwyht wquwnh Gtipuhg, squ b sh Gty Wyp-
wnwnpuwb: Ghtntignt pnipep sh tjumynid glipiquwbingh npk yniy): Gpeowwy-
pnid skl nipjugdynid e ggninuntinhh, ptwuwduyph, ptynig nplk 2htini-
Pyt jud Jugwpuith htimptin: Unnwjuypnid squ g, winni, oph wnpynip:

Loywd wnwbdbwhwnnipynibitpp pugumpynid Go puting, np hnpup-
awlth oppwjun vh puwtth Jhnitnp ywunuynny sh tnly dymujut pwnipinih:
By, ity hwJwbwubnipyudp, wyu ttinkght sh nibkgh Wywmulub hnn nu
Wunwlud vyuuwynn: <wjwbwpwup wyb junnmgyt] b oquugnpoyly £ gnim
nputiu wnnpuupwh: Gy, pwith np tninuju dwpnuiptiu Juypp Gusunuiju-
ptpnh wdpngt £ hp ghynpujul juywignpny, niunh wyuntin wnnpnnitpp
wtnp £ np htthtn dhuylt nwqihlutipp, gnppp: Ghtinkightt mtinuinpjud hutnyg
Yuwswnuuptpnhg ntiyh lowskimgtimh hnghunp viwtinng ninne ypu, hwtimhuw-
gl £ wylt uppuntinhly, nip huyphtywg wyupwmuuititbpp dwipnh qlwnig wnwy
L yuntipuquihg Ypununbuwnig, winnpp G ninnt) wn wunyguwd:

dnLighntiy wnnidng wntpu whglugibng Gntighuh huywith hniwp-
awih htin, Guwswnuijuptipnh wyu tnpuwhuwyn titintghtt Junwhwpwnp Jupth
L plinipwgnt) npytiu Upgwpuh «2npug» Ghtinkgh, putih np junnigyt) ne ow-
nuyty E dhuyh gnpph hwdwip:

Wju titintightt nith u dh wyp wnwbdbwhwnlnipynil, npp pwhtjubnptt
wnwppbipnid £ dyniutitiphg: Uppuntinht, nuwnbting wtpuwydtphg, thniqyty &
plhwlubd gnpontiitiph himbwbipny U hp dtie £ yqwhuywitinid pninp dwibipuniw-
ubipp: Qyuintinhg ny h pwp nnipu sh mupyt): Ghtinkghtt jupth © wtntg, ni-
uniiiwuppt, swhwgptp b wdpnnenyhtt yipwljuwbghty hp uygpbujub mbu-
pny, hp hul utithwjwb puptipny: W)t Juipnn £ yapudyt) ntpumwnbinhh Wpgw-
huh htipnuwub ghtynpujubtinipjut ni hwpnipuynp gpnuwppehutiph hw-
dwn: -Lnjumwlh innhg niyjh Guwswunujuptipn L qujhu wbmwnunihgjub Gw-
twwuph, npp pinhwdbin Gpyne Jhmnid pupbjupgtiinig htinn, Ynuntw Gppe-
Lttih:
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HOBOHANJIEHHAS APIIAXCKASI IIEPKOBD «30PAIl»

PE3IOME

Y ocHOBaHHS M3BECTHOH apriaxckoi kpermoctu Kauaxakabeps, B MECTHOCTH HMeE-
Hyemoli Bankum hox wmnm ['énen xyT HemaBHO Oblia OOHapykeHa YHHUKaJIbHAs
LEPKOBb.

Kauaxakabepm — camas HW3BEeCTHas KpemocTb B Apliaxe, camoe paHHEe
YIOMWHAHHE KOTOPO#l CBSI3aHO C MCTOPUYECKUMH COOBITHUSIMHU TIEPBOI TOJIOBHHEI
IX Beka. M1 XoTss TOYHOE BpeMsi CTPOUTENHCTBA LIEPKBH HEU3BECTHO, CYJsS IO
COXPAaHUBIIUMCS ()parMeHTaM MOXHO IPEAIOJIOKUTh, YTO OHA ObLIa MOCTPOCHA,
BeposTHO, B VII Beke u aeiicTBOBaia 10 MO3AHETO CPEIHEBEKOBDSI.

Kauaxakabepn Haxomutcs B cepane KapaGaxa, Ha camMoil BBICOKOH TOUKE
ycTpeMuBIIeics: BBBICh Ha 50-60 METpOB TpanelUUeBUIHON BEPIIMHBI CKAIBHOIO
MaccuBa hABKkaxarar, MpOTAHYBIIErocs Mo npaBomy Oepery Komaraka — r0)kHOTO
IIPUTOKA peKH XaueHarer.

brnvxkalimuii K KpemocTH HaceleHHbIM MyHKT — ceno Komnatak, maMsTHUK
HaxomuTcss B 3,2 KM ceBepHee, v oTMeTku 800 M. A HOBOHaieHHAs IEPKOBb
HaXOJUTCS 3a CTEHaMU KpenocTu, B 950 M Ha CEBEpO-BOCTOK Ha MOKPHITOM JIECOM
OTJIOTOM yYacTKe BBICTYTAOMIETO S3BIYKOM MbIca (Teorpaduieckre KOOPAMHATHI:
IV. 39 58 449 E. 46 37 17.3 Alt 1408). B nucbMEHHBIX UCTOYHHUKAX O LEPKBH
HUKaKUX yIOMHUHAaHUN HeT. [lo KoMImo3ummu oHa mpeacTaBisieT co0oil ogHOoHEd-
HYI0 0a3WIINKy C IByMsI OTKPBIBAIOIIMMUCS B 3] aricugamMH. BHemmHne pa3mepsl
coopyxenus 8,20x5,20 M, OHO TIOCTPOSHO U3 MECTHOTO CEPOro, Tpy00 OTECAaHHOTO
MEeCYaHUKa, MOKPBITOr0 MTyKaTypkoi. [laMSITHUK pa3pylleH, ylenena TONbKO ce-
BEpHBIN dacan 10 5,5 M BEICOTON. YaCTUYIHO COXPaHMINCh BOCTOYHBIN U 3amaTHBIN
(hacanpl. bonbiras gacte roxHOTO (hacaga U KOpoOOBEI cBOA pa3pyuieHsl. 1o na-
MATHHKA 7O OTMETKH 1-1,5 MeTpoB 3aBajieH 0OJIoMKaMmH. B TepKBH HeET Jiamu-
JTAPHBIX HAJITUCEH, ee OTIIMYAeT OUYCHb CICPKAHHOE JCKOPATHBHOE YOPAHCTRO.

LlepkoBb HeceT Ha cebe cnenbl peKoHCTpyKIuH. CHadana 3To ObUTa OHOHE)-
Hasl LIEPKOBb C €IMHOM LIMPOKO OTKPBITOM ancujoi. Bo BpeMsi peKOHCTpYKIMU Ha
ajTape 1Mo MpOAOJIBHON OCH ObUIAa MOCTPOCHA MEPEeropojKa, Pa3JCiHBINAsS OIHY
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OoNbLIYIO aficHly Ha ABE Y3KHE — CEBEPHYIO U IOXKHYIO allCHIIbI, KaXKaas U3 KOTO-
PBIX UMela 1o 0JHOMY OoOpalmeHHOMY Ha BOCTOK OKHY. HprHemrHee cocTosiHue ma-
MSITHUKA [TO3BOJISIET MIPEIIIONOKUTh, YTO NEPBOHAYATILHO allchAa UMeNa TPU OKHa,
U3 KOTOPBIX IIEHTPabHOE OBLIO 3aJI0KEHO, C TeM, YTOOBI pa3JIeNUB arcHumy, Io-
CTPOUTH MTOCEPEANHE TIEPETOPOAKY.

O BpeMeHH U JeTalsiX CTPOUTENBCTBA U PEKOHCTPYKIUH LIEPKBH TOUHEE MOXK-
HO Oy/ieT TOBOPHUTSH Tociie pa3dopa pyrH, PacKOIMOK U TINATEIBHOTO MUCCIETOBAHUS
naHHeix. CeroiHs, MCXOAS W3 apXUTEKTYPHBIX OCOOCHHOCTEH, CTPOUTEIHCTBO
naMATHHUKA MOXHO oTHeCTH K IX-X BB., a pekoHCTpykuuio - K XI-XII BB.

OcMOTp pasBaIMH M OKPYXKAMOWIETO IMPOCTPAHCTBA BBIBISET CHEHUPUKY
MecTa M Ha3Ha4eHUs LIEPKBU B PALY APYTUX apLaxCKuX MNaMsITHUKOB. Ha BHyTpeH-
Hell cTopoHe OoJiee WM MEHEe COXPaHUBIICHCS CEBEPHOW CTEHBI HET W HE OBLIO
KYIICIIN. BOprr LIEPKBU HEC BUAHO HUKAKUX CJICAO0B CYHIECTBOBAHUA 31€CH KOTAa-
mbo kimaaouma. B okpecTHOCTSAX HET HM HaMeKa Ha OCTATKU ITOCEIICHUS, YKHJITHIIL,
WA XOTA Obl Kakux-HHOYIb cTpoeHuil. [1o0mm3ocTi HEeT HU pekH, HU Pydbs, HU
Jpyroro BOAHOTO UCTOYHMKA. Tak, PaKkTbl CBHACTEIBCTBYIOT, YTO BOKPYT MaMsT-
HUKa B pajJiyce HECKOJbKMX KHIOMETPOB He OBLIO MOCTOSHHOTO ToceneHus. 1
CKOpEC BCEro 3TOT XpaM HEC UMCJI HU CBOUX MNPUXOXKaH, HU CB;IH.[eHHOC.H}DKHTeJIeﬁ.
LepkoBh OblTa MOCTPOCHA W HCIIOJNB30Bajach TONHKO KaK MOJUTBEHHBIN 3aim. U
MTOCKOJIBKY OJFDKAWITAM MECTOM IPEOBIBAHMS BEPYIOMMX OblIa KpemocTh Kada-
xaka0epl, TO Ha MOJIUTBY B IIEPKOBb MPUXOAWINM BOMHBI HAXOJSIETrOCs TaM rap-
HU30HA. L[epkoBb, pacmonokeHHas Ha MyTH BeayiieM oT Kauaxakabepna k monuHe
pexu XaueH, OblJla TEM XpaMoM, I/ie 3alllUTHUKNA OTE4YecTBa, U B 00l U BO3Bpa-
MIAsICh C BOWHBI, BOSHOCHJIM CBOU MOJIUTBHI K bory.

B ¢yHKUIMOHATEHOM OTHOIIEHHWH, TPOBOMS aHAJIOTHIO C M3BeCTHBIM Exeruc-
CKUM TaMSATHHKOM, 3Ty HOBOOTKpBITYI0O KauaxakabepICKyr0 IIEPKOBb MOXKHO
YBEPEHHO Ha3BaTh APIIAXCKOW KPEMOCThIO 30pall, TaK KaK OHA CIIYXWiIa, KaK U
OBLIO 33 JyMaHO, TOJIBKO apMEHCKIM XpaMOM.

VY 1epKkBHU ecTh elle 0JHa OCOOCHHOCTh BBHITOJHO OTIMYAIOIIAS €€ OT MHOTHX.
Xpam, Cyns 0 pyWHaM, pa3pyIInics B pe3ysbTaTe €CTECTBEHHBIX MPUYNH, U BCE
CTpOUTENbHBIE OJIOKH M JIeTaNn OCTaloTcs Ha Mecte. OTcroa He ObIT BEIHECEH HU
OIIMH KaMeHb. MOXHO, COBEPIINB PACKOIIKH M Pa300paB PyWHBI, CIEIaTh OOMEpPHI
¥ TIOJTHOCTBHIO BOCCTAHOBUTH IIEPKOBB B MIEPBOHAYAILHOM BHJIE U3 €€ COOCTBEHHBIX
kamMHel. OHa MOXKET cTaThb MECTOM MAJOMHUYECTBA BOMHOB 3alIUTHUKOB Aplaxa
U coTeH TypuctoB. Wmymryio depe3 nec mopory m3 Komaraka B KauaxakaOepn
clieflyeT O6JaroyCTpouTh Ha IByX Y4acTKaX, U OHa CTAaHET IMPOXOAUMON TaKKe JUIs
TpaHCIIOpTAa.
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