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An impressive amount of 

literature has been compiled on the 

mass extermination of the Armenian 

people in the Ottoman Empire during 

the First World War. Many of these 

works have been written in foreign 

languages, with photo documentation 

of the victims of the Armenian 

Genocide. Most recently, audio and 

video recordings of the accounts of 

survivors and foreign witnesses have 

added to the variety of documentation 

on the subject. Besides providing first hand evidence to the present historian, these 

records convey testimo¬nials to the ongoing and relentless efforts of Republican Turkey 

to destroy remaining Armenian historical monuments and to eliminate any evidence of 

historic Armenia. The markers and monuments testifying to the existence of the 

Armenian people in their Homeland have thus become the final victims of the genocide 

begun in 1915. 

To produce a complete photo¬graphic survey was out of reach for us, given the 

serious obstacles involved in any effort to record evidence in Asia Minor (Anatolia) and 

Western Armenia. However, the evidence within Syria was much more accessible and 

presented no problem. Refugees from Western Armenia who were deported towards 

Iraq, during the First World War were all Armenians from Vaspurakan, the heart of 

Armenia. 

We trust that any persons having in their possession any relevant documents 

would offer them so that we may bring nearer to completion the present collection as a 

more comprehensive historical document. 
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