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Manuscript No. 2561 of the Mashtots’ Matenadaran in Erevan, dated 1664, is a
copy of the “History of the Land of Aghuank” by Movsés Kaghankatuats'i. At a later
date, an official list of the Catholicoi of “Aghuank” or of the See of Gandzasar was
added to the manuscript (folia 262a—263a).

The previous owner of this manuscript was the renowned archaeologist and
specialist in folklore Khach‘ik Tsayragoyn Vardapet Dadian,’ who published a
description of the manuscript with the full text of its lengthy colophon in the periodical
“Ararat” in 1895.%2 His handwritten copy of the colophon, penned in Shahbulagh on
February 25, 1889, with the added list of the names of the Catholicoi of “Aghuank”, is
now kept at the Catholicosal archive of the Matenadaran.’

The official list begins after the chapter “Names of the Patriarchs of Aghuank,
Their Years and Accomplishments”“, i.e. with the 44™ Catholicos Markos, who
succeeded Lord Movsés in 993, and ends with those who held the office down to the
middle of the 18" century. The compiler of the List utilized Mkhit‘ar Gosh’s “Catholicoi
and Events in the Land of Aghuank through the 12" century”® for the hierarchs who held
the office until the 12" century.

Judging from the remark “even at this time, 1185 [of the Armenian Era]” in the line
pertaining to Catholicos Nersés, the list was prepared in 1736. What follows, with the
mentioning of Israel Jraberdtsl in the List, was added in 1763, in other handwriting, just
before the end of the three-year rivalry for the office, when he was defeated by the legal
successor to the See of Gandzasar Hovhannés Hasan-Jalalyan (1763—1786)°.

Hovhannés Hasan-Jalalyan was succeeded by the anti-See Catholicos Simeon
Jraberdtsi (1794-1810) and Sargis Hasan-Jalalyan (1794-1798, 1812-1815), the
brother of the late Catholicos Hovhannés. The abolition of the See of Gandzasar took

! Fothbtiwl 3., Sniguly dbnwgpwg hu. Ypn. “wnbwup, h. 1, dwnupowwwwn, 1898, ke 100-101:

2 Upwipwin, 10 (1895) tg 378-380:

* Uwwnbuwnwpwu, Ywennhynuwlhwu nhdwl, pene. 240, Jwy. 132: This copy, with some abbreviations was
published by L. Mkrtumyan: Uypwinijjwu L., Unwuhg (Swudwuwph) Ywennhynunyeniup XVII-XIX nn., Gplw,
2006, £ 217-219.

* Unduku Ywnwuywwniwgh, Mwwndnyehtt Unnuwthg wotuwnphp Gplw, 1983, Ly 347:

® Utuppwp Snp, Ywennhlynup bt nkwp Unnuwtpg wotuwphpt h dky P nupnt, see 1. Ujhowt, <wjwwwnnid,
1901, Lo 384-391:

 Uhdkou Gpbitwtgh, Quidpn, Ywnuwpowwwn, 1873, £ 90, nnb’u twl Pw$bh. Gpytph dnnndwdne, h. 9, Gplwu,

1987, kg 481:
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place in 1815, when the rank of its hierarch was reduced to that of a Metropolitan by a
decree of the Tzar through the mediation of the Catholicos of All Armenians. For the
remainder of his life, Catholicos Sargis was Metropolitan (1815-1828). His death marks
the end of the vestiges of the Catholicosate of the See of Gandzasar.

It should be noted that this concise list is an important source for the study of the
history of Artsakh and in particular the Catholicosate of Gandzasar. The text provided
below is that of Manuscript No. 2561, folia 262a—263a.

‘Uunwwup hwjpwwbitnwgu Unnwwuhg, wdp b gnpdp unght’

(262w) Stp Uwpynu wypu Uuwnnidn). lut (44)

Stp 3nyukh LKL (1021). hub (45)

Stp Uwpynu. ul (46)

Stp Unbithwunu. tuk (47)

Stp Sohwutku. rul (48)

Stp Uwnbithwunu - wd dp U Yku. hufd (49)

Stp Qwaghyud Inpgnppu wunwwbilight. © (50)

Stn PLdyGl, np Grenn qyupqt U dyppwn wiphuwnh. oU (51)

Stn Ubputu. OP (52)

Stn Upbhwbinu - wdu bu (40). 0% (53)

Stp Ubpuktu - wdu 2 (6). NI"F (1235). OF (54)

Stp Uppbihwtinu. 240U (1262). 06 (55)

Uyu dhongu P Ywpninhynu t tnbw;' Uniphwu b Mbwppnu, shupwgup hdwbiwg
qlupqt qyup Jpdbwig. 02 (56)

Stn Uppbthwinu Jupibwuh 2<P (1323). OE (57)

Stp Ywpwuwbiypn MOG (1406). OC (58), dhtisu ML (1424) quynwip qpepib:
Stp Uwypebtnu MI6 (1436). Old (59)

Stp Upwbwu - wd dh. 4 (60)

Stn Snyhwbuku' nnnh dwywiht. M1 (1441). 4U (61)

Stn Uwpktnu. 8 (1454). 4P (62)

Stp Unutnwltu. PP (1473). UG (63)

Stn Ubputu hwupuwintigui jUpnnt pip QbE (1478). 4k (64)

(262p) Stn Cdwint 8L, (1481). 46 (65)

Stp renidwy Unlynpinitigh 2L (1481). 42 (66)

Stn Unwpty 8L dhust vt (1481-1496). quwp qeht unpw Ungnieinth hht
Gybtnbginjt. Yk (67)

Stp Upuypwlybu 246 (1516). 4L (68)

7 In the above cited work by Mkrtumyan, the date is given mistakenly as L (408 = A.D. 959), at which time the
Catholicos in office was Davit* (958-965; cf. Uypuniujjwu L., op. cit., p. 218).
8 In Mkrtumyan’s publication is mistakenly printed Davit* (cf. ibid.).
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Stn Uwpghu' NG (1554) pypt qupibwuh fuwshane njunbgh. L3I (1539). 4fa- (69)

Stn Aphgnppu nipwgnnu. 16 (1556). < (70)°

Stp hwihpe Upowdnpbigh. tnjtr wdht pubinnbt uipubiwy dwdwippwtbt

Quibidwuwnnt swp wuhsGwp fuwsht. <U (71)

Stn ®hhwywnu Snidligh. NdP (1563). <P (72)

Stn Sndhwtuku th6 (1576), LG (1586) Juwpbwih. <F (73)

Skp Cdwint H, 1YYy (1581-1611) pnitht Lnjwipwlbigh. <F (74)°

Stn Uphuyppwlyku MLE (1588) Lnjwipwltigh. <6 (75)

Stn Utphute Unwpbligh. MttuP (1593). <2 (76)

Sktn Updkot Pnjwpwlyligh. MMut (1596). <k (77)

Stp Snyhwbtku' Fwtny GLtnbginy phtiont. N3IPL (1633). <L (78)

Stn Gppgnp. NI, upbwih NoP (1634-1653). <3 (79)

Stn Mbwppnu lvwbdybgh. (263w) NOR, Juwhibwuh NohF (1653-1675). 3 (80)

Stp Ukphutpe Lu Yuw Upwobtigh. unin wbwnpqby ptwlbw; dopd Fwbdwuwpnt,

Jbpt nt ywnweb shdwgwibp. AU (81)

Skn Uhdkot punphwihn Qupwpbippnt UGS Ynibtigin). JP (82)

Stp 6ptdhwy dwbigh. MohG (1676) hwlwnwlbw), wudwdp wnbuwy
Gwppeninpynuniphiut. h dhwuht Junbt swpswpwbtop, np funpht wnowinbwy ndt
Enpwy wuni Gwpulynwnu wanwt Yupninhynu, U bw dantiwnpk Stn GpGdpwyb.
wbnwtibt yupninhlynu. I (83)

Stn Guwyh Pnjwpwlybigh. dopd Fwbdwuwpnnt. &1 (84)

Sktn Lbnputu danwwuwpp, jGinht poniwnwgbw;. Moot (1706) b wydd o6

(1736). 6 (85)

Stp bupwyb; UGS Ynitibhg, np wydd Jupk qdnnnynipnu MUGP (1763). [A2] (86)

“Names of the Patriarchs of Aghuank:
Their Years and Accomplishments”
[262a]
Patriarch Markos, the man of God - 44
Patriarch Hovsép' 470 (1021) - 45
Patriarch Markos - 46
Patriarch Step‘anos - 47
Patriarch Hohannés - 48
Patriarch Step‘anos - a year and a half - 49
Patriarch Gagik - who was named Grigoris - 50
Patriarch Bézhken - who renounced his rank and entered the world - 51

9 Strangely enough, Mkrtumyan omits this important line even though it is found in the copy utilized by him (see
Uwwnbuwnwpwu, Ywennhynuwlwu nhdwu, fold. 240, doc. 132; cf. Uypunnwjwu L., op. cit.,, p. 219). This and
another omission (see the next note) distort the rest of the Catholicosal numeration.

10 This line too is omitted in Mkrtumyan’s edition (ibid.).
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Patriarch Nersés - 52

Patriarch Step‘anos - forty years - 53
Patriarch Nersés - six years, 684 (1235) - 54
Patriarch Step‘anos - 711 (1262) - 55

There were two Catholicoi at this time, Suk‘ias and Peter. We were unable to
determine their order of succession - 56

Patriarch Step‘anos died - 772 (1323) - 57

Patriarch Karapet - 855 (1406) - 58; until 873 (A.D. 1424), we found the date.
Patriarch Matéos - 885 (1436) - 59

Patriarch At‘anas - one year - 60

Patriarch Hovhannés, son of Chalal - 890 (1441)"" - 61

Patriarch Matéos - 903 (1454) - 62

Patriarch Afstakés - 922 (1473) - 63

Patriarch Nersés was confirmed in his seat - 927 (1478) - 64

[262V]

Patriarch Shmavon - 930 (1481)' - 65

Patriarch T‘umay Sokot‘luets‘i - 930 (1481) - 66

Patriarch Afak‘el - 930-945 (1481-1496). We found his dates in the old church of
Sogutlu - 67

Patriarch Afstakés - 965 (A.D. 1516) - 68

Patriarch Sargis - 1003 (1554). Khach‘inu Ghshlaghets'i died in the year 988
(1539) - 69

Patriarch Grigoris the defector - 1005 (A.D. 1556) - 70

Patriarch Davit' Arjadzorets‘i was hanged in the rectory of Gandzasar by the
wicked, those accursed by the Cross - 71

Patriarch Pfilippos Tumets‘i - 1012 (A.D. 1563) - 72

Patriarch Hovhannés - 1025, died in 1035 (1576-1586) - 73

Patriarch Shmawon - 1030, <died> in the year 1060 (1581-1611), K‘olatakets'i - 74
Patriarch Aristakés - 1037 (1588), K'olatakets'i - 75

Patriarch Mélkisét' Arashets‘i -1042 (1593) - 76

Patriarch Siméon K'olatakets'i - 1045 (1596) - 77

Patriarch Hovhannés, " the builder of the church of Ganch' - 1082 (1633) - 78

1At the Matenadaran is kept a decree issued to Catholicos Hovhannes of Gandzasar on August 6, 1462 by Begum-
Khat‘un, the wife of Kara-Koyunlu Sultan Jhanshah, confirming his rights and privileges as Catholicos; see
Uwuwnbuwnwpwuh wwpulybptu Juwybpwgpbpp. hpndwpuwyubn, wp. 1, juqibg <. Pwihwquup Gpluwu, 1956, ty
45-47; for a Russian copy, see Uwwnbuwnwpwu, Ywpennhynuwlwu nhjwlu, pne. 241, Juy. 197). Catholicos
Hovhanngs died in 1470, according to the inscription on his tomb at the Church of St. Hakob in Metsiran: «Uju £
hwughuwn Stp NYhwuktu Ywennhynuhu Unwuhg. py. dfa (1470)»; see thywu hwy dhdwgpnipjwu, wp. V,
Upguwlu, uqutg U. Pwpfuninwpjwu, Gplwu, 1982, Lo 17.

12 At the Matenadaran is kept a decree by Pedishah Ya'qub Ak Koyunlu (1478-1490) issued on April 24, 1487, granting
Catholicos Shmavon his rights to the See (nb'u UwwnbUwnwpwuh wwpulybpbu hpndupuwyubpp, wp. 1, kg 50-52;
for a Russian copy, see Uwwnbuwnwpwu, Ywennhynuwlwu nhjwu, pne. 241, quy. 198).

13 At the Matenadaran is kept a similar decree by the Safavid Shah Abbas | (1587-1629) issued in 1606, granting
Catholicos Hovhanngs his rights to the See of Gandzasar (Uwwbuwnwpwuh wwpuybipbu Jwdbpwgntipp.
hpnjwpuwyubp, wp. I, juqdbg <. Pwhwquwup, Gplwu, 1959, Ly 84-85.

1 This information is confirmed by the following inscription found on the southern wall of the Church of St. John the
Baptist in Gandzak: «h dwdwuwlu NJwutu Ywpeninhynuh, pdhu NP (1633) wdh ghubgwr unipp NYwubu
GYtintighu» (see HYhjwu hwy yhdwgnpniejwu, V, Unpgwfu, ke 227).
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Patriarch Grigor - 1083, died 1102 (1634-1653) - 79

Patriarch Petros Khandzkets'i [263a] - 1102, died 1124 (1653-1675)'° - 80

Patriarch Mélkisét', a second, Arashets'i'” - dwelt quite uninhibitedly near

Gandzasar; we heard nothing of what preceded and followed <him> - 81

Patriarch Siméon the Graceful, of Jrabert's'® Great Kunets - 82

Patriarch Yeremiay Chalets'i - 1125 (1676), in opposition, assumed the
Catholicosate, in evil partnership <and> utter depravity with a certain Bishop Yeghiay, a
Catholicos by name, who consecrated Patriarch Yeremiay and called <him>
Catholicos™ - 83

Patriarch Yesayi K'olatakets'i,®° near Gandzasar - 84

Patriarch Nersés, a reprobate, absolutely miserable?’ - 1155 (1706) even at this
time, 1185 (1736) - 85

Patriarch Israyél of Great Kunets, who currently looks after the people - 1212
(1763)? - 86.

15 The 1634 decree of Shah Sefi (1629-1642), wherein he establishes the succession of Catholicos Grigor following the
death of Catholicos Hovhannes is preserved (see UwwnbGUwnwpwuh wwpuybiptu hpndwpunwyutpp, wp. 11, ko 110).

16 See Ulypwinwjwu L., Gwudwuwph Ywennpynunyeniup Mbwnpnu luwudpbigh Ywennhynuh opnp, Lpwpbp
hwuwpwlwywu ghnnyeniutbph, 1, 2000, Ly 88-97.

17 The name Melkiset Arashets‘i appears twice in the list.

18 Noteworthy details on the circumstances about the elevation of Simeon Khotorashents‘i to the Catholicosate are found
in a colophon of a Gospel manuscript at Matenadaran (No. 8965) by the scribe Grigor the priest: «Gunphhtt Skwnu
Udbuwywih W unpht oquwlwunyebwdpt wiwpwnbgwt tnwhpwy b hnghwquwpn Uitbnwpwuu' pnthu H8h? (1675)
wdhu, jnihup wdung dC (18) winipu. h bGpyphpu Gwudwlw), h gbonu Lwpwhww' pun hnwubwe Unipp
Uuwnnuwdwduhu: Gu h pwqwinpniebwtt wwpuhg Cwh Unybjdwuht, h hwjpwwbnniebwu Swuu Unnwwthg
Stwnu Uhdtouph wdbupdwuwn U uppwunttp <wjpwwbtinnh Uppn) Upnnniu Gwudwuwpw' wowlbpn Stwnu
Mbwpnuh uppwqwu Yweninhynuh unju jJUennnju, np h unju wdh thnfubigwt wn Lphunnu b hwuwnwwnniu Yuwyop
uwhdwubwg, np jtin hipny dwhniu qUhdEoU pwpniuwwtint (huhgh Yweninhynu, np b oguwlwuntebiwdp Unipp
<nagnju U Yuwdwygnyebwdp wdbuwju dEdwdtéwg Swuu Unniwuhg, twl hpwdwuwt pwgqwinpht wwpuhg b dkéh
Lwjpwwbwnhtu SGwnu Swynpwy wywwphwnghu Uppnp Eodhwduh, np U h unju dwdwuwyh tw bu Ep h nninu
pwagwLnphu» (fols. 361v-362r). (“By the grace of the Almighty Lord and by His help this thrice wonderful and Spirit-
adorned Gospel was completed in the year 1124 [A.D. 1675], on July 18, in the land of Gandzak, in the village of
K‘arahat, under the roof of Holy Astuatsatsin. It was during the reign of Shah Suleiman of Persia and the patriarchate
of Lord Simeon of the House of the Aghuank’, the most-wise and holy Patriarch of the See of Gandzasar, pupil of Lord
Petros, Catholicos of the same See, who in that year was taken to Christ and who had stated in a firm will that after his
death the chief abbot Simeon should become Catholicos, this with the approval of the Shah of Persia and the great
Patriarch, Lord Hakob, Patriarch of Holy Ejmiatsin, who also at this time was at the Shah’s palace”).

190n these events, see Uypunnifjwu L., Updbnu L Gpedhw Ywennhynuubph «<hwlwpennnigjwu» fuunhpp 17-pn n.
ybipohu pwnnpnpu, Egdhwdhu, 2000, 3, Lty 75-83. Yeremiay Hasan-Jalalyan died in 1700, as attested by his
tombstone: «Uju £ wnmwwwu Gptdhw Ywennhynuhu Unniwuhg. juqgtu Quijw| Yohu. Nhuld (1700) pnithu» (see
“hywu, V, Upgwtu, p. 65).

20The renowned historian and activist within the national liberation movement, Esayi Hasan-Jalalyan, whose Catholicosal
rights and privileges were established by Shah Sultan Husein of Iran, in a decree of 1701; see UwwnbUwnwpwuh
wwpuybipbu yuwybpwagnpbipp. hpnupuwyubp, wp. 1, jugdbg L. Ynunhljwup, Gpuwu, 2005, Ly 149-152.

2 On the circumstances surrounding the elevation of Nerses V Jraberts‘i (d. 1763) to the Catholicosate, see Uhutinu
Gpluwugh, Qudpn, Gplwu, 2003, Ly 115-120; English trans. G. A. Bournoutian, Kat‘oghikos Simeon of Erevan: Jambr
(Costa Mesa, CA: Mazda Publishers, 2009), pp. 173-178 (cf. thjwu hwy yhdwgpnipjwu, V, Unpgwfu, p. 227).

2 This line of later information must have been an addition found in the exemplar of the manuscript.
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