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600,000 ARMENIANS
SLAIN IN 6 MONTHS

U'. 8. Asked to Bring Pressure
to Force Turkey to End
the Massacres.

CITIES ARE DEPOPULATED

A preliminary report of the Oommittes
on Armenian Atrocities Issusd yesterday
asserts that It has evidence which tends
to show that probably a half million
Armenians have been murdered =since
March or have been driven Into the
derert to dle of starvation and exposure

unless speedy rellef reaches them
The committes, which consists of
Prof. Samuel T. Dutton, Charles R.

Crane, Cleve'and ¥, Dodge, 1D Stunrt

Dodge, Arthur Curtiss James John I‘!.I
Mott, Rabhi Stephen & Wise, Frank'
Mason North, Stanley White. Jimes I
Harton, Willlam Rloane uund others, was
formed for the purposs of Investigating
the fucts regarding the reported mns-
sacre of non-Moslems in Turkey, and
nigo o ascertaln ahather anyvthing enn
be Aone to relleve the situation The
committes asks that Amerienn pressure
should be hrought to benar on Germnny
and Austrin to force Turkey o put &
BlOop o the massacre of Armenlans
The statement In part follows: |
“A sub-committee has thoroughly in-
vestizated the evidence and has just
made a report to the fu'l committes con-
Arming in every particular the state-
ment recently male by Viscount Hryee
regarding  the imprisonment, torture.
murder, massacre and exile into the
deserts of northern Arabla of drtenre-‘
lesx and innocent Armeniane, inetuding |
decrepit men, women and children and
the.r forcible conversion to Islam.
“Written testimonles of evewlinesses,
whose names are known to the commit-
teea but which ebviously cannot now he!
made public. have heen examined with !
the u'most care.  This testimony rovers |
hundrede of pager and the character
and position of the authore and the pos- |

itiveness of utterance carry absolute
convietion.

“The witnesses examined Include Ar-
menians, Greeks, Rulgariane, Itallans,
Germane. Turke, Englishmen, Ameri-
cans, business men, tmivellers and offi-
clals of great variety and rank  Not
a single statement can be questioned as
to the facts reported.  These u!l (gree
in the deciaration that from Smyrna
on the west to Persia, and from the
Black Sea 1o Arabia, 4 propaganda of
axtermination of non-Moslemsa e now
being ecarried on by the Turkish Gov-
ernment far surpnssing in ferocity and
excesdine in destruction anything done
by Abdul Hamid during his long eareer
of massacre and extermination.

“The statements examined. many of
which ure in the poasession of the com-
mittee, cover hundreds of towns and
eities, in which in many lustances ail
of the Armenlans have been killed out-
right, often after horrible tortures, or
sent to the desert to dle of starvation,
and that oo, with diabolical cruelty,
The ostensible deportation of men,
women and children roward Mesopota-
mia s usually but a form of marching
those starving. helpless and frequently
naked refugees out into the mountalns
1o be outraved and butchered, somet!mes
by thelr guards and sometimes by the
Kurds, who gladly cooperate in the work
of Jdestryction.

“Included among these refugees and
vietims are pupitls and graduates from
the American  schools and  colleges,
tenchers and professional men who have
taken degrees in American and Euroe
pean universities,. men and women who
have represinted the brains and enter-
prise of the country for a generation
and more,

“The plan of procedure, which |a
identical in all parts of the country,
Eerme to alm at the complete eliming-
tion of all ron-Moslem  races  from
Aslatic Turkey. and already that alm
{2 In a falr way of accomplistment 30
far as the Armeniana are concerned.

“In severak places American pronerty
hax been selzged, Americans searched. Im-
prisoned and expellrd from the country,
vtelr letters and telegrams, even from
the United States consular ofMces, Inter.
cented and their lves put In jeopardy
This, Yowever, i of trivial importance
compared with the work of destruction
BOIng on among the Armeninans

“"Evidence seems to prove that proba-
bly 500 000 Armeniars have already
been murdered or forced to the desor:,
where only denth awaits them unless re-
Hef is secured at once.  And all this has
tankin place since Maurch and is now at
the helght of I's grewsome fury

“The committes (g confident that |f
the press of the country should with all
the emphasis at its command volee Its
protest and eall gn the Turkish (overn-
ment to put an end 1o this erime agninst
humanity and return the exiles who mayv
yet he living to their homes it eould
hardly faill to produce results In view
of the great Influrnce which (jermany
and Austiria exercise over their ally the
Amsrican people cannot fall to hold
them morally  respong'ble  if  these
atrocities are permitted to continue
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