© . October 8, 1615.

an. com-
mander, Gen. Oganesov, who'is an Ar-
.menian, was assisted by six Armenian
volunteer regiments under fthe Ar-
‘menian revolutionary, Andranig, who |
had fought with the ulgari against |
| the Turks in the first Balken war, . But-
long before Van fell to the Russians,
Jevded Pasha started the work of mas-
sacring the Armenian populdtion. :
I Few Men Spared, T
The massacre- began at Shadokh, a
large and-isolated village, where not a
man was gpared except those over 60
vears of age. . Of the women, the more |
comely were carried away by iFevded's
soldiers and Kurd tribesmen.- The
massacre was carried out 8yst tically
in the entire province of Van begin-
ning with the outlying village.s- Great
care was.taken to prevent mors of'|
this from reaching the capital. - *
There was living in Van city at that|
time Prines-Ishkham, an-Armenian who,
had formerly been useful- to ‘the gov-
ernment in. settling troubles [Between
the Turks’and the Armenians: | He was |
asked by Jevded to go to thé village
and try f,o reconcile <ithe ;, contending |
parties. ' Jevded addressed the prince
in a letter'as his *“dear.friend.” The
prince, urniaware of the plot, s irted out
with a number of advisers. The.entire s
party was-slaughtered by a party of
Jevded's horsamen. while ta.ki:rx. lunch

at a coffee’ house. °

Fhrovwn ‘Into a La_ke‘i S
At this*time also there wee in Vian
an Armenian member of the 'Turkish
parliament:by the name of Vramian,
who wasiinvited by Jevded tg call on
him at: headquarters. On arrival at
headquarters Vramian was ar ested, a
large stoné was tied to his. fee 4nd he

was thrown into a lake and-drowned.
The Russians were now reported on
the advance. Talaat Bey puhlished a
warning against the Armenians par-
ticipating on a penalty of dire| punish-
ment. ‘BuY the story of the massaers
in the isolated parts was ' ecarried by
survlvorg-_‘_m;;l-the Armenians prepared
to sell themselves as dearly possi-

| ble, the:peaceful element.us well as
olirtionaries.. Jevded then called

‘the rev 3
-otthe X menian bishop 10 ‘¥isit him.
.The bishop refused.” Thereupo Jevded
descended -upon the “rebellions” city
of Van with an army of. 8,000:
and .Kurdsiand called on the people to
lay- dowm=thelr arms, surrender with-
out condfions and trust to the clem-
ency of:.the sultan. This offer was
made through the Italian ‘consul.

= Russiang to the Rescue,

Of the 50,000 Armenians in n, only
450 were armed—258- with rifies_and
the rest Wwith revolvers. For twenty-
nine days:this handful defended- the
city. On the thirtieth 'day Gen| Ogane-
sov arrived with his Armenian volun-
teers angd -Russian regulars d " the
Turks retreated, -:- = , " ‘-

Conditions were at thet time T right-

| ful, as_the- only doctor-in the city to

look after the sick-end wounlded had
besn Dr. Allen, an American mission-
-ary. But with the Russians came help
and doctors and nurses soon arrived
from Tiflis. Committees 'were ap-
pointed to aid the sufferers, and the

.

peasants started in to till “tHe fields
.and rebuild their homes. : :

590



