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- THE ASSASSINATION OF A RACE

THE HOPES AND THE THREATENED FATE

fore the present onslaught

upon them numbered about two
millions, but their importance in the
empire is not to bo measured by
their numbers. [Intellectually and
phyaieally they are vastly superior
to the Turks, In education, enter-
prise, industry and love of home they
surpass all the other races. Among
all the peoples of Turhey they have
besn the quickeat to cateh the aplrit
af modern education and twenticth
century progress. Within the last
fifty years in the esatern part of
Turkey wholly, and in a measure
thruout the empire, they have been
the artizans, the leaderas in the
learned professions and promoters
of commercial snterprises,

Thia ancient and proud-spirited
race, conscious of ita own innate su-
periority, ambitious to educate its
children, Christian in its religion,
and eager for progress, cherished
the hope of an independent Armaenia
redatablished upon the ruins of its
anclent kingdom.

For thirty years a few of thée more
hot-headed youth, both within and
without the country, have carried on
& revolutionary propaganda that was
as hopelesas of succeaaful achievement
as it was foolidh in organization. The
loud talk of some of these revalu-
tlomary leaders frightened Abdal
Hamid into a nightmare of massacre
and brought untold suffering wpon
innocent heads, There has been com-
paratively little of this In more
recent years, but the fear of this
aggressive, succesaful, prolifie and
industrious Christlan race never
departed from the councils of the
Mohammedans,

When Turkey entered into this
war, the Armenians enlisted in large
numbers and showed themaslves loyal
Ottomans. For some reason nok ex-
plained—some say because of Ger-
man prejudics—arms wars gradually
taken away from them and they were
set to other tasks.

Early in March the Rusaians were
drawing down toward Vanm, whers,
a8 has already been stated, the Ar-
menians are unusually strong. The
Governor of Van was Jevdet Bey, a
brother-in-law of Enver Pasha, who,
with Talaat Bey, controlled the fate
of ‘Turkey, The Armenian men of
Van boyally cffered their services to
the Governor, who, under pretense
of gratitude, tried to conduct the
leaders into an ambush for their de-
struction. Three of the five leaders
and spokesmen for the Armeninans
wera killed, but two escaped. These
rallied thelr followers while Jevdet

THE Armenians in Turkey be-

Juat at the bime whem it seems that
tha tyraxny of {he Turk {a about fe
be broken and the submerged Chris-
tiam peoples piven an oppariunity fo
develop o mational fife of their swon,
the terrible mews comes fo wa that
the Arsenions are being massacred,
disperaed and enslaved wilh ihe ob-
Jeet of extirpatimg the race befors
the howr of thair deliveramce koa
eceme,. In en editerial om another
page of this issue we consider what
thia means fo the world, We have
alee asked ome whe s better in-
Jormed om the Armenian problem
than any clher man in.America o
explain who the Armenians ares and
what waight be mads of them if the
red hamd of the cardmin cam be
stayed. On aecoumt of Ails offielal
position and close relations with
| the people now endamgered, i s
nécerrary Lo comesol fthe mame u{
the outhor, but we can

| for Mhis zowm  high stand.

called out his troopa and enlisted the
services of the Kurda to annihilate
them. For five weeks they main-
tained their poaition, until the Rus-
sians entered the city and the Turka
fled to the west,

This attemnpt of the Armenians to
defond their lives agninst treachery
and open attack seemed to awaken In
the Turks a generation of slumber-
ing wrath. From that houar, so far as
the leaders at Constantinople were
concerned, the Armenians were
doomed to extinetion thruout the
length and breadth of the Empire.
Not only were men and boys i
oned without charge, assnsaipated,
tortured beyond comprehension, and
killed, simgly or in groups, but the
women were ravished, girls carried
into Moslem slavery, and entire
towns—what remained after the
slaughtor—aent across hundreds of
milea of country, without preparas-
tlon for the journey, to die Hke ani-
mals upon the road thru disease,
starvation and repested attacks by
their guards or other rufans, and
ultimately miserably to perish in the
deaerts of narthern Arabia.

This process of destruction, begun
lnst Mareh, I3 now going on, accord-
ing %o indisputable evidence of cred-
itable eye witnesses recently come
piled from suthentic documents by
a special committee designated to
that task, and recently made publie.
Conatantinople is threatened, and the
150,000 Armenians in that city may
any day be started upon their death
maﬁnh mhu deaert.

ur Ambassador, Dr, Morgenthau,
at Conatantinople, [s doing all in his

OF THE ARMENIANS

power to stay the gruesome tide of
death, and we note with gratifiea-
tion that the public sentiment stirred
by a knowledge of this tragedy ia
moving the President Lo protest in
the name of humanity agaipst aueh
crimes against civilization.

If the Central Powers win in this
war over the Allies, Turkey will be-
come a German provinee, in which the
Armenians would find acant place.
Officials at Constantinople have de
clared that the Greeks also must fol-
low in the same path, so that when
Germany becomes master of Asia
Miror, no stray races claiming the
land as inherently belonging to them
thru centuries of occupatlom, and
dreaming of possible independent
principalities, will be there to chal-
lenge the German right of cccupas-
cy. The Kurds could be easily sob-
dued and the Turks would have no
apirit to resist. Some have gone so
far as to declare that the present at-
tnck upon the Armenians is but the
first step in the preparntion of the
promised land for the incoming hoats.

On the other hand, if Constani-
nople capitulatea to the Allies, and
the two men who drove Turkey into
war and rule her today with an (ron
hand and their German advisers are
shorn of thelr power, there is reason
ko expect that the Turks as a whole
will sue for peace, as multitudea of
them today keenly desirs to do.

We can hardly conceive of any
power's favoring the perpetuation of
Turkey in any form, after this ghast-
Iy exhibit of Moslem incapacity to rule

mpris- alien peoples or even Mohammedans.

At once then will and must begin
the repatristion of the exiled Arme-
nians and Greeks, for the Greeks also
in a measure are suffering the same
treatment. This will be an exponaive
task, but the civilized world must
unite to achieve it. There are said
to he 300,000 refuge Armenians In
Russia and more than half that num-
ber in Persia. In their return natur-
ally the moat of them will drift back
to the land of Ancient Armenia,
where in & few years it will be possi-
ble to ereate, under the protection of
one or more friendly powers, an ai-
topomous Armenin, In western Asia
Mipor, where the Greeka predom-
inats, a Greek principality would be
the natural outcome.

We have reason to expect that fal.
lowing this baptism of firs and blood,
Asia Minor, {reed from Turkish dom-
inatlon, will become a place in which
non-Maslem racea may, for the firat
time in & century, live in peace and
enjoy the presperity due their quiet,
constructive industry.
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