1915 August 27

TURKS DEPOPULATE
TOWNS OF ARMENIA

Traveler Reports Christians of
Great Territory Have Been
Driven from Homes.

600,000 STARVING ON ROAD

Adds That More Than 100,000
Greeks Have Been Deported from
the Mediterranean Coast.

A traveler who has just arrived in New York from
Turkey, where he was long a resident, told THE
TIMES yesterday of conditions as he found them in
Constantinople, and of the wholesale deportations of
Armenians from the interior districts of Asiatic
Turkey. For reasons that are valid, the narrator does
not wish to have his name published, but THE
TIMES can vouch for his qualifications as an
observer, especially of conditions in the Armenian
district.
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Leaving Sivas, where he spent some time, he
proceeded to Constantinople and thence to Athens,
from which port he sailed for New York. When in
Constantinople about four weeks ago, he said, the
tension was pretty high. In official circles it was
maintained that everything was proceeding smoothly
for the Turks, but there were many individuals, he
said, who expressed discouragement. These put little
faith in Germany’s motives in aiding Turkey, and
some even charged Enver Pasha with having sold out
to Germany for money.

“The Armenians of the interior,” he said, “have
been deported in the direction of Mosul. At the time I
left Sivas, two-thirds of them had gone from the city,
including all Protestants, teachers, and pupils.
According to my best knowledge and opinion, with

the exception of Armenian soldiers and prisoners,
and a very few exceptions, who for various
reasons were necessary to the Government, dl
Armenians are gone from Sivas. According to what
I consider good authority, I believe it to be true that
the entire Armenian population from Erzerum to
and including Gemereh, near Cesarea, and from
Samsoun to and including Harpoot, has been
deported.”

More than 100,000 Greeks from the Marmora
and Mediterranean coast have been deported.

From the Encyclopedia of Genocide,
Editor-in-Chief Israel W. Charny,
Published by ABC-Clio, December 1999.
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