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FR. N. ALOYAN
NAREKATSI’S PERCEPTION OF HOLY TRINITY
IN HIS “BOOK OF LAMENTATIONS”

Summary

Narekatsi’s perception of Holy Trinity in the “Book of Lamentations” can be encompassed
in a word he created himself - “yezeraki” (“a number which is always singular, singular glory”).
With this, he emphasizes the unity of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, attributing the fea-
tures and relations of one to the other two. It is not “by disparaging the Son” that he glorifies
the Father, neither he “subordinates” the Holy Spirit “by naming the Son first”, but he claims:
“I hold the Trinity equal in glory and in creation co-created” (33.E). Nevertheless, in the lyrical
sections of the “Book of Lamentations” Narekatsi’s perception of the Christ is unique, and he
seems to make a distinction between the faces of the Holy Trinity, emphasizing and elevating
the Son. At the same time, Narekatsi does not deviate from the strict religious dogmatic re-
quirements, and displaying considerable ingenuity of the Holy Book, he attempts to “read” it in



