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abject that it veiled. In the Roman rite it is custom-
ary in some places to cover all crucifixes, statues
and pictures with purple-toned veiling from the
eve of Paim Sunday until the vigil of Easter. The
purpose was to block the altar from the view of the
congregation, sometimes ex-
plained as a "fast of the eyes”.
Today “Hunger cloths® re-
i|duced in size are designed
W and displayed as objects for
H meditation.

It may be “the Bibliography on the liturgi-
cal use of curtains is scanty and also could be that
evaluation of patristic evidence needs o be recon-
sidered in the light of more recent scholarship” but
there is no doubt that in the past and today the
intention of "Closed Divine Liturgy” [Gots' patarag)
has been to "fast of the eyes” of the congregation
from witnessing the physical presence of Christ in
Church.

Archbishop Shnorhk Galustian the Armen-
ian Patriarch of Constantinople in his book “The
Golden chain of the Sundays of Lemt” [«ITha
'||.|.||1'PI| L]Ilp"t]ill[i.]:lfll‘ll |||.|.|.”| zl]_pu.lﬁ“ very Clea”}"
states that although in Bun Barekendan [Great
Carnival] is not counted among the 40 days of
Lent, but according to the rubrics and instructions
of the Tonatsoyts is counted as the first among
the six Sundays of the 40 days of Lent”. Bun
Barekendan celebrates marks the “blissful, happy™
life of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. The
Expulsion of Adam and Eve from Paradise is
marked on the Second Sunday of Lent named
alkpinwfulwb Yhpulp». The “Penitential church
hymns of Great Lent” to which Patriarch Ormanian
is referring to is possibly the "Canon of Repen-
tance" [«qhwpgl I.Lulmzl'l.lmpm.]arhwﬁ'*]. According
to Patriarch Ormanian the pre-feast rite is called
Nakhatonak [«Lwfpwwobwly».In early times gen-
erally and today the liturgical day beqgins after sun-
set and which is also the beginning of the next
day. The Armenian Church even today follows this
practice. After the ritual of “nakhatonak” the rite of
the following day is celebrated. The Liturgies on
the Eve of Nativity and Theophany (January 5th)
and Easter Eve [«dpwfwn)g» =Lucernarium] are
celebrated after sunset since the canon law
forbids celebrating Divine liturgy twice on the
same day on the same altar. During Maundy
Thursday [«liwg Lplgpupph »] the calendar
instructs to celebrate divine Liturgy in remem-
brance of the Last supper in the morning, followed
by the “Washing of the Feet. In modern times” The
Commemoration of the Passion, Crucifixion (Might
Vigil) which the Calendar instructs to perform on
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Good Friday is performed after the Washing of the
Feel on Maundy Thursday while the Burial ritual
is conducted in the afternoon of Good Friday. The
evening Services of Saturday (Easter Eve) inau-
qurate the Paschal celebration, for the liturgical
cycle of the day begins in the evening. The Easter
Eve (Lucernarium) Patarag begins with the Vest-
ing, the Purification, the Accession and the Proth-
esis.
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