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SUMMARY

Since the days of Christ in Jerusalem has
been an Armenian colony. The local Armenian
priests have wielded and still continue wield nu
merous holy sites, which preservation have been
the main mission of the Armenian Congregation,

In addition, in Jerusalem Armenians also
have created literary, historical . theological numer-
ous works. Thus Jerusalem has been one of the
centers of Armenian writing in the Middle Ages,
which is still not fully explored.

Cur publication is dedicated to Armenian
priest Hovhannes Hanna Jerusalem at the end of
17th and the beginning of 18th centuries, who has
led number of positions in the Armenian Congre
gation, and has been the deputy of pairiarch Gre
gory Shghtayakir. He also has written "The
History of Jerusalem.” which has had five editions.
Hovhannes Hanna's history hasn’t lost its value
to the present day. It has historical, linguistic great
importance, the details of which we tried 1o de
scribe, relying on printed and handwritten multiple
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THE THEME OF GENOCIDE IN
CONTEMPORARY ARMENIAN
LITERATURE (*)

Minas Kojayan
“We were born to sing the song of LOVE...”
(Siamanto, 1978-1915)

As a subtitle for my presentation, | chose
this specific quote, which belongs to the umiver-
sally respected Armenian poet, Siamanto (Atom
Yarjanian), who was hailed from the town of Agn
in Western Armenia and was martyred during the
genocide of the Armenians perpetrated by Oi-
toman Turkey beginning in 1915, Unfortunately,
in the annals of modern Armenian literature, stem-
ming from the end of the 19th century until the
present cra, the primary or, dare say, prevailing
theme of Armenian poets and prose writers has

slaughters, Genocide and rebirth.

The aforementioned assertion pertaing not
only to Armenian authors writing in their native
Armenian, but also to foreign language authors of
Armenian origin who lived throughout the Middle
East, as well as in Russia, laly, France, Great
Britain, the United States, Canada, and South
America. Within the modern Armenian literary
heritage, there is nary an author, writing in Armen-
ian or a foreign language, who has not reflected on
the theme of the Armenian Genocide. The reason
for this is quite clear, since, between 1915 and
1923, the overwhelming majority of the popula-
tion of an entire civilization was annihilated and
dispossessed of its 3,500-year-old homeland, and
its hearths, properties, national and sacred treas-
ures, and cultural and spiritual centers. Essentially,
a nation was stripped of its patrimonial land and
haven. The force of the blow was so horrific and
incompatible with the mindset of rational creatures
that, to this very day, the repercussions of the
erime painfully ery out within the souls of Arme-
nians. Alas, Armenians are born with this pain,
grow up with this pain, and leave this world with
a sense of sormow,

In this sense, races and nations who have
experienced genocide and holocaust can well un-
derstand the pain of the Armenians. We hope for
the day when such nations can form a united front
in pursuit of justice, and, leaving aside political
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