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Saul S. Friedman (Professor of Jewish and Middle Eastern
History, Youngstown State University) “Western ideclogy (anthropol-
ogy, chauvinism, eugenics) and technology (development of the con-
centration camp, modern transportation, the gas chamber, Weapons
of mass destruction) have contributed to the eruption of several inci-
dents of genocide on the periphery of Europe in the past century. The

B first (and, prior to World War Il the bloodiest) was the massacre of the
Armenians in 1915-1916. Although the Turkish government continues to deny that there was
any plan to exterminate the Armenians, the facts suggest otherwise. Following a botched inva-
sion of Russia, Enver Pasha and Talaat Pasha, members of the Ottoman Empire’s ruling tri-
umvirate at that time, decided to blame Armenian traitors for the debacle. Historically, the
Armenians had served as whipping boys for anything that went wrong in the Ottoman Empire.
A successful, urban, mercantile class, Christians in an Islamic state, the Armenians were
accused of following the lead of their Catholicos, or Patriarch, who lived beyond the Caucasus
Mountains, at the expense of loyalty to the Ottoman Empire. Now they would pay by being
deported by foot or boat or rail to death camps in the Syrian Desert. The U.S. Ambassador
Henry Morgenthau, Sr. and the German missionary Johannes Lepsius protested the mas-
sacres, to no avail. One million Armenians perished in towns along the Black Sea or in the
steamy desert at Deir ez-Zor. The Austrian-Jewish author Franz Werfel later wrote The Forty
Days of Musa Dagh as a warning to civilization. Unfortunately, more Germans embraced the
position of their ambassador, Hans von Wangenheim, who reported to Berlin that the inferior
nation must make way for the superior one” (p. 139). Friedman, Saul S. Genocide in Europe.
In: Palmer-Ferandez, Gabriel (Ed.). Encyclopedia of Religion and War. New York: Routledge,
2004, p. 139,
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