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Cunphwinpujut vouptiptt twp, Udktwwwwnht Uppuqut Nwunphwpp Zwypp

npuptpgkg hp sunphwlwjulwb puwoupp huybpkt np ppniws E thnpuwt fudpugpuljuiih,
unnpht §ninwtp whgikpkung wpnnwuwbws Nijanh Lwupngp:

“O Lord, thou art my God. 1 will exalt thee, I will praise thy name. Your
works are wonderful; your counsels are faithfulness and truth” (Isaiah 25:1-2).

Today I approach the Throne of St. James for the first time, with these words
on my lips, and in my heart. They are the words of the prophet Isaiah: a man
of this city, a prophet of his people; but above all, a servant of God. And in the
same spirit of humility, of gratitude and love, I accept the decision of my
brothers, and the will of God to receive His blessing as the 97th Armenian
Patriarch of Jerusalem.

My life’s journey, in every important respect, began here in the city of
Jerusalem 42 years ago. And as I assume this lofty office, I realize that it is
here that my journey will end. Since the days of the first Armenian patriarch,
Abraham, fourteen centuries ago, ninety-six other churchmen have been
called to sit on this throne; and as I take up my place among that great
company, I feel woefully unworthy — yet strengthened by their example.

I pray to my great predecessors to magnify whatever poor virtues I possess,
to help me carry this burden with honor and dignity. And I beseech all of you
here —my brothers; my fellow churchmen and religious leaders; distinguished
friends and witnesses from around the world; my beloved Armenians, and all
the people of this holy city —I ask you to lend me your support and good will,
as I offer whatever remaining days God has given me to preserve and defend
the Armenian Patriarchate, and advance its age-old mission of promoting the
peace and harmony among all the people of God’s holy city.

I began these remarks by invoking the words of the prophet Isaiah; and his
spiritual presence over our gathering is very meaningful to me. For myself,
speaking now as the representative of fourteen hundred years of history at the
Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem, I can say, with conviction: I know how he
must have felt. And I am deeply aware that every one of us here can say the
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same thing. For like Isaiah, we are all people of Jerusalem. Many of us,
whether as individuals or as peoples, have spent time apart from the city; yet
we have always held a longing to return.

That is because Jerusalem is our home. In a city that measures its age in
thousands of years, many people can rightly call it home. It is our home
because the bones of our heroes, our martyrs, our precious ancestors, all reside
here. Those are the priceless treasures we could never take away with us,
when we were uprooted and exiled. Those are the fertile roots we all
cultivate, in our distinctive ways, to bring beauty and nourishment to our
present-day lives.

Yet just as he loved God, so too did the prophet love Jerusalem: with all his
heart, all his mind, all his soul. At once he could rebuke his countrymen,
invoking God’s justice in the stern voice of the Almighty: “I will turn my eyes
away from you. When you pray, I will not hear” (Is 1:15). This is the voice that
echoes around us on this day. And I pray that I —and we —will be granted the
wisdom, and the courage, to attend to that voice. For it tells us to place reason
above rebuke; peace above pride. Surely, in the eyes of God’s perfect justice,
we all stand accused, and indicted. And yet, as the prophet assures us, God
Himself is willing to set aside His own just claims —in order to listen to us. He
invites us to open our hearts to Him, and to each other, so that we may reason,
together, alongside our heavenly Father.

Today, as I take up the pastoral staff of the Armenian Patriarchate —as I take
my first, humble step into a legacy that spans the centuries —I am moved by
the conviction that the greatest achievement of my own people is not the dead
kingdoms we once held, but the vital ideas that sustained our spirit, and
inspired us to “reason together.”

Those ideas had their birthplace in Jerusalem. And all of us who share this
city today are equal heirs to them. Each of us honors that precious inheritance
in our own way. For us, it means living in accordance with the example of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. For others among you, it means attending to
the divinely-inspired words of your holy prophets.

For all of us, our heavenly Father calls upon us to step outside of ourselves,
and to “reason together,” with Him, in a spirit of brotherly love, generosity,
harmony, and friendship.

From such reasoning, I pray, it will be given to us to witness —together —the
victory which, in Isaiah’s words, would “swallow up death,” and “wipe away
every tear.” Not a victory of pride or possession, but a moral victory: a victory
of the spirit. A victory to be shared by all, equally and in peace.
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That is the profound, divine idea that has always stood behind the holy city
of Jerusalem. And it is the idea that our beloved, holy Jerusalem still calls us
to embrace today.

In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, I greet you from the Throne of St.
James, as the 97th Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem. I convey my deep sense
of honor and gratitude to the many distinguished figures from the
governments of the region, from the diplomatic corps, to our fellow religious
leaders and special thanks to so many local friends and also those who arrived
from overseas.

With the help of our Lord Jesus Christ and the Patron Saints of our
Brotherhood, we will fulfill our age-old mission for the glory of God and His
Church. May the Almighty God bless you all, along with all the people you
represent. And may He shine His Divine love and mercy on all His children,
now and forever. Amen.
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