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ARMENIAN PATRIARCHATE

January 2006

Lad

Prouwljwil
Diats: & e it

Koichino Matsuura
Director-General
UNESCO

7, Place de Fontenoy
75352 Paris

France

Dear Director General Matsuura:

We address this letter to you to express our deep concern and outrage
concerning the reports of the on-going desecration and destruction, by Azeri
soldiers, of historically and religiously significant tombstones in a medieval
Armenian cemetery in the Autonomous Region of Nakhichevan, under
Azerbaijani sovereignty. These khachkars. or stone crosses, are unique artistic
expressions of millennial Armenian religious sculpture.

The Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem considers this vandalism and violence
as cultural genocide. We appeal to your organization to intervene and put a
stop to these malicious attempts to eradicate the evidence of the Armenian
Christian cultural legacy from the region.

We also urge you to bring these criminal acts to the attention of the
international community so that such unconscionable acts of ethnic cleansing
are not allowed to be perpetuated.

We trust that UNESCO will exert its influence over the government of
Azerbaijan to honor its commitment of preserving and safeguarding religious
and cultural monuments within its territory.
Praverfully,
-l-l-'T"':" |], F
Lz [oricom [ @opve e

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
o pemnian Patriarch of Jerusalem
./ I ™
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ARMENIAN PATRIARCHATE

hlm ol
Da:li : 30 October 2005

OFFICIAL COMMUNIQUE

On the evening of Thursday, 27 October 2005, an altercation between a group of
students, the guard and the Dean of the St. James Brotherhood Seminary and Theological
School, V. Rev. Fr. Baret Yeretzian, resulted in bodily injuries to two of the seminarians, the
Dean, and the guard on duty at the Seminary entrance.

Upon consulting with His Beatitude the Patriarch, with the immediate arrangements by
Archbishop Nourhan Manougian, the Grand Sacristan, and the swift response by the emergency
medical services unit, the injured were transported to the hospital, where they received treatment
and were then released. Order was restored within the Seminary compound under the guidance
of His Eminence the Grand Sacristan.

Fr. Haigazoun Yeghiayian, as the Acting Dean,

Seminary.

continues to oversee the discipline of the
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Dace ____ 21 November 2005

OFFICIAL COMMUNIQUE #3 re: SEMINARY

In his letter dated 25 October 2005, addressed to His Beatitude the Patriarch, Very Reverend
Father Baret Yeretzian had expressed his desire to resign from his six-year tenure as Dean of the
St. James Seminary and Theological School. Regretfully, the occurrence on October 27 disrupted
the normal course of the resignation and was misinterpreted in the press as, “the Dean was

dismissed.”

Father Baret sought to maintain discipline and order within the Seminary and Theological Schoal,
and in the seminarians’ participation in religious services.

The Educational Council and the Vice Dean, Father Haigazoun Yeghiayian,are conducting the
affairs of the Seminary and Theological School until the appointment of a new Dean by the Holy
Synod.
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