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2, Wdkliw)G <wjyng Uppwqlwgn)G Ywpnnhlynu, ‘bnphG U. OdmiphG,
S. S. Quphkghl Gpypnpy <wjpwwbnmhl, b Unpp Eedhwoh:

3. Utdh SwGG UYmhlyhny Ywpnnhynu, ‘bnphG U. Odmph(, S. S. Upwd
Unwohl <wjpuwybwnhG, jJUGphthwu:

4. [©@mpphn) <wyng UWdbkGwwuwwh MNwwphwpphl, S. Ulupny
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poinp - (bqniGtpnd  Uppwqul  Qhpptipm  dtg, hvwnunmppl  pwnp
(“Uw’pwid, “Cwyod”) ophGmphil pwpfunn, mupwonn pmGy dp mGh:
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Uhpnj) L hownunmpbwG wjn wwwquin] b np  YpoGulwG
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* * *
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* * *
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* * *
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3njul m tpuq dwppmphwl nng,
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Fuliwy Gwipwl bpuwiwljub
Gy’ pwqiwugqliwG tinpwjpnipbw:

My dwlmyGlp, dhy m pnnpng,
“nip dwjlikglkp dwpnlnmpbwi nng:
# * *
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-- Beloved Children of the Armenian Aposiolic Orthodox Church, dwelling in the Motherland
of Armenia, and dispersed in the Diaspora;
-- Dear Members of the Universal Church of Christ; and
-- Faithful Children of the Creator God of Universe.
¥ * *

We greet you from the Grotto of the Holy Manger of the Nativity, in the city of
Bethlehem, where we are gathered, on the Feast of the Birth and Revelation of our Lord Jesus
Christ, together with the members of the Saint James Brotherhood of the Armenian
Patriarchate of Jerusalem, and the faithful of our community.

We are pleased to have with us in prayers:

1. The Honorable President of the Palestinian Authority, His Excellency Mahmoud
Abbas, accompanied by representatives of the Palestinian Authority;

We extend our heart-felt best wishes:

2. To His Holiness, the Catholicos of All Armenians, Karekin the Second, of the
Holy See of Etchmiadzin, Armenian

3. To His Holiness Aram the First, the Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia, in

Antelias.
4. To His Beatitude, Archbishop Mesrob Mutafian, the Armenian Patriarch of

Istanbul, and of all Turkey.

* * *

As in all troubled times, the real peace seems to be one minute within our grasp, and
the other, tantalizingly unreachable.

It is the crisis of this uncertainty that is devouring the younger generation, the youth
of all backgrounds — Jewish, Christian, Muslim alike. And perhaps that is the most heart-
breaking tragedy of the present situation in our part of the world.

* * *

While thinking of our children, we should be reminded, that we all are the children of
the same God, whether we pray to Him in synagogues, in churches, or in mosques, we are
acknowledging Him as “Our Father”, “Hayr Mer”, as we say it in Armenian. And He is nota
distant or aloof Father. He is approachable and ready to offer us guidance, and words that
heal us.

And the Psalmist would advise us, saying: “Hear what the Lord God will speak. For
he will speak Peace to His people, to His saints, to those who turn to Him in their hearts.”

(Ps. 85:5)

“Shalom”, “Sala’am”, “Khaghaghootiune”, “Peace”, is a sacred word in all languages
and in all Holy Scriptures.

® * *
Here and in Jerusalem. the call for peace sounds the loudest, yearning for the creation
of an atmosphere of tolerance and understanding and compassion, and urging the acceptance
of the rights of all, to live in peace, in harmony together.

We pray the Lord to expedite establishing permanent peace, securiq{, trust and
prosperity, for all the peoples of the world, and to restore the moral and social order of

civilized society, which has been subjected to a horrific violence.
* * w
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In our own time and age, we are beset by all sorts of travails and turmoils. The
endless machinations of the Devil will never cease.

On every point on the world map, people are facing daily trials, and fighting unequal
battles for survival. If it is not guns and bombs, incurable diseases or unendurable pain, it is

natural disasters.

* * *

Reflecting upon the Good-Word of God on this momentous night, we are reinforced
in our reassurance of God’s compassion and mercy. Let us open our eyes and our hearts, and
unstop our ears for a moment, and see the angels, and hear their comforting words to the
shepherds, and through them to the world.

* * *

Let us renew our faith, not only here, at the birthplace of Christ, or in Jerusalem, at
His Sepulchre, but everywhere and at every opportunity.

Faith is not defined by time, or confined by space. But like the life-bestowing sun or
the gently invigorating breeze, it is omnipresent, gaining strength and endurance, with each
trial.

The test of faith is not so much in outward manifestation, as it is in still depth of the
human heart, in our love for our fellow men, in our imitation of Christ.
* * *
Even though hope for a better future seems to be slim, the message of Christmas
remains one of hope, love and peace, as well as justice, freedom and security.

The evil of injustice and war and disaster must be uprooted.
* & *
May our God of Peace, the Allah of Sala’am, and the Jehovah of Shalom, shine His
face upon the people and the land of Palestine, Jordan and Israel.

And may He grant all Nations of the World, the hope for His compassion and Peace,
the assurance of the dignity of man, and security of life.
May the Universe join the Choir of Angels in joyful harmony, as they herald the
‘%&?I%-news: “Glory to God in the highest, Peace on Earth, and good-will among men.”
N.

TAM.
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