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ENDLESS WHINES

Words I cherished once have paled
withered into worn cliches

images now tattered frail

shorn of meaning form and grace

Whatever’s said I’ve heard before
the murmur of depleted minds

so many times and then still more
lullabies of endless whines

New tunes seem chiseled out of stone
too heavy for the tongue to bear
syllables that sputter drone

find their echoes everywhere

So little left to hear or say

--a subtle hint perhaps to go--
what reason can there be to stay
with no tunes left I do not know

Before the end before I’m through
even with the accents slurred

can there be a sound that’s new
one last song I have not heard

In my coffin lying still

while eulogies go rattling on

with platitudes both soft and shrill
the same the same for everyone

But even as these lines condemn
the dullness that we all must dread

their sound seems humbled by the hum
of what’s been said and said and said
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Pwnbp, lvoufbp upnugbn, hhfw dwiws b porlimd
ybpwénibing édbvwqbnd Ypllophlwl wunipbulg,

bu wwwnlbplbp nhdwgbnd funigniwd ppblg hfwunkG
Ybpwyupwlftl nu 7GnphfG hbnblnprwd b6 wjlutu:

by np Y'publi;, bu wpytG ipuwd bl swin wliqudGbp,
Lrpopme[ihp' puyunwdé nugbnlibpny, Yhnfbpny,
mJ[ifl.uG Jubwp fplwpbp. b nwlwihl wibjh

opop bpgbp b wlidbpy fppdlshiGGbp fnppnnih

quﬁmhﬁbp ﬁnpblnLll hGsyku fwpkl Ynhniowd sbpn
LIE dwlipwiwb lhqntl'l[i Yypwy, qubnGf Ypbne wlljwpnn
ppalinn fwnhl JuGlbpli w) Thophlwl bplupny
wpéwqulqlbpp hpblg wdblnipbf Yp qunlbG:

UJﬁf'u:ﬁ fhy t Jplwgbp jpubjpf Yud pubjhf

~Gnipp pbpunpubf pk wpnkl Jfbljlibne dwdl £ hwubp-
wjibipu h°hy hdwun fuy wjouybue bplwp Uplwgne
wnwlg bnhl pngbiny qniliy fp wwnbp, sp ghunbd:

'llu.ll'u fwli Llu:l]uﬁu.lﬁﬁ nt Gwpp fwl hd mtmpu‘ll‘!ﬁ bu hwulipd,
whwnh |pub®f bu wppbof, pkt hulj unynwn sbynbpny,
dwjlbp npnGf ﬁnp anﬂanl ppwb odnili, pwpwinih,

bpg fp Jbpghl np uwd sppuyh bu Gwhwgto:

bu nuwgqunhu dky wjliyku wljwupd hwlngupun bplupws
Gbppnglbpny hly ywpwll Yp Ypllnih punphwnphnl
spnplnuihg Jud duwhnily no hwuwpuly wnbnhfny

np GnjGG t dhpw Gnjip dhpn prpwfulship wnhphl
UnjGhuly bpt wnnnbpl wju nwwhwl poufbp Jwlgnulkh
npnligdk UbGf pnnpu w) wknf b unuljubf wlljwuljwus

duylip wlinlig Yp p-ELh wnbpuwlfh |nl l.fplfm_{ig
hﬁ; np puniwd nu Juouniwmd nu hppYlprwd E wpntl:
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