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Beloved children of the Armenian Apostolic Or{hodox Church, dwelling in
the Motherland Armenia, and dispersed in the Dlaspom;

_Dear members of the Universal Church of Christ;

-and faithful children of the Creator God of the Universe.

Glory to God in the highest, the compassionate and merciful, for gruntin;‘; us the
privilege and the opportunity to worship il:l this holy place, a_lml to greet you from the
Grotto of the Holy Manger, in the city of Bethlehem, the birthplace of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. . _ _ .

We pray that under the aegis of our hierarchical Sees, Hls Hnlm‘css Karekin 1, the
Catholicos and Supreme Patriarch of All Armenians, and His Holiness Aram l,-th-:
Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia, and His Beatitude Archbishop Mesrob Mutafian,
the Patriarch of Constantinople, our nation’s faith shall be consolidated, and their
traditions shall be revived, unifying our nation’s children all over the world, and paving
their way to pilgrimages to Armenia and to the Holy Shrines in the Holy Land. N

Last year, at this hour, we expressed our regrets that because of the political
conditions the President of the Palestinian Authority, Mr. Yasser Arafat, of the blessed
memory. was unable to be present with us at this midnight service of the Birth of Jesus
Christ. Mr. Arafat expressed his wish for peoples to be able to harmoniously live together
and to co-exist with assurances of safety, justice and peace.

Even by his unexpected death in Paris, on November 11" 2004, Mr. Arafat was
transmitting the same wish, to his co-workers and the leaders of the Palestinian people.

We thank God that the Palestinian people, in an orderly manner, peacefully elected
one of its devoted members, Mr. Mahmoud Abbas, as the President of the Palestinian
Authority. We pray God to help him, together with his co-workers, in his mission to guide
the Palestinian people towards the fulfillment of their aspirations, by establishing peaceful
co-existence in the region, with justice, security and prosperity.

We are confident that it is the sincere and heartfelt wish of all peoples — Moslem,
Jewish and Christian - that the leaders of nations and governments be guided by the
Divine wisdom, to secure peace and justice to all mankind, to realize the harmonious co-
existence among nations, and to promote the advancement of the economical, social,
cultural and artistic state-of-living.

However, unfortunately, we witness that at the present times the advanced nations
arc in competition with cach other. in inventing horrific and destructive means of self-
defense. And cities are totally demolished, and multitudes are slaughtered. It is paradoxical and
wonical that to shake the callousness of the conscience of mankind, nature had to raise 1ts
voice and suddenly roar and attack the sea-shore cities and their inhabitants,

It was a heavenly and providential warning, given to human society, when in the
Southern [slands of India from Sri-Lanka to Indonesia, Thailand and Malaysia, the waters of
occan, together with the outburst of earthquakes, destroyed the cities of eleven islands.

Hundred thousands of the unprotected residents, and of the vacationers who were
enjoying their New Year and Christmas Season, lost their lives and perished by the
monstrous destructive waves of the ocean.
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The whole world, through the Television, was witnessing and experiencing the
horrors of that disaster, minute by minute.

Only the presence of Jesus Christ could pacify the tempestuous ocean.

And what a miracle! Nations who were ready to destroy each other, immediately
cooperated to extend their helping hand, in order to console the survivors and to minimize
the spiritual, psychological and physical distress and misery of that terrifying disaster.

We sincerely pray and wish that new prophets shall be revealed among all nations,
to remind their leaders that it is not the will of Almighty God to secure peace, justice and
security through destructive means.

%

* %

The history of the Armenian people is one of the witnesses of this truth.

The Armenian nation during the history of its existence has several times been
forcibly subjected to massacres.

We were hopeful that, by the verdict of an unbiased trial, the genocide perpetrated
against the Armenman Nation in 1915, would be the last in the annals of the history of
mankind. However, some states, prompted by personal interests, continue to overlook
historical facts, thus encouraging the perpetuation of further genocides.

Consequently, this year, the Armenian nation will be commemorating the 90
Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide, to glonfy God for the faithfulness ol our
martyred ancestors towards their Christian faith and traditions and culture, and at the
same time, demanding and expecting that the voice of justice shall pave the way towards
a peaceful cooperation to a civilized progress.

The poem “We Shall Survive”, echoes the same spirit of faithfulness.-

WE WILL SURVIVE

Once more have | halted
To kneel, contemplate and to pray
By the slender shadow

And our martyred
Fathers and mothers
l.ike numerous sceds

Of the oft-frequented monument.
Skulls toppling over corpses
Taper into a pyramid

All merging into cach other.

Our witness is Ararat,
Turned nto all eves in exile
An ever waiting-patient heart
An ever watchiine enmigrant.

The day will come

When Ararat will speak up! 4 mnmne s,
For the sake of that day - '
We will survive. .:f_

{Unmu
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Slumbering in the carth
Will sprout to life;

[For bolstered by that Fth
They did not stagger

To challenge the glare

Of thewr adversary, death.

"Death of the martyr

Is immortality.”

Was transmitted as a legacy
From generation to generation
By our sturdy fathers

Our strong-w illed mothers.,
To their growing children
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Born in residences And unto this very day
Or over the sand-grains No adversary 1s born_ |
Of the wilderness. That dare stab the spirit

Of Armenian generations.
"Fear thou only

When thou hast an enemy One day Ararat

That will stab thee Will rumble out loud;
In the spirit." For Ih?ll vcry-day
This powerful message We will survive.

They hung like amulets
Over the arcs
Of our souls and minds.

Translated by A.K. SHEN-MAH

This spirit is Christ’s spirit that He preached of Love and faithfulness, that decided
the path of the Armenian nation in the year 301, when it became the first nation in the
history of mankind to officially embrace and declare Christianity, as State-Religion.

Whereas in the year 404, the letters of the Armenian Alphabet took shape in the lap
of the Armenian Church, and it became possible to hear, read and pray in Armenian after
translating God’s word — the entire Holy Bible, into Armenian.

Thus, the culture of Christian Armenia flourished in all its arts, songs, prayers,
hymnology, literature, music, architecture, painting, and the spiritual traditions of the
Christian, Armenian Orthodox Church.

We shall celebrate this year the 1600™ anniversary of the invention, or discovery of
the shaping of the Armenian Alphabet, in accordance with the vision of Saint Mesrob-
Mashdotz.

We pray that peoples and leaders of nations, clearly and diligently listen to the
message of the angels, who declared the will and the love of God, by proclaiming:

“Glory to God in the Highest, Peace on Earth, and good will among mankind”, so
that peoples of the Universe may live and prosper in grateful spirit, as the children of the
same Family of the Heavenly Father, by whose blessings only, it would be possible to
establish permanent peace, security, justice, and Universal Love.

For us, Christians, the Birth and Revelation (Epiphany) of our Lord Jesus Christ, is
the embodiment and the presence of God’s Will in the history of the Universe. It is at the
same time the evidence of Almighty God’s eternal and universal love towards mankind
and His Creation.

~ Itis indeed in this spirit that we greet each other, and in whatever state the world
might be, we do proclaim, and shall always announce:
-Christ is Born and Revealed.”

-Blessed is the Revelation of Christ.” ABP. TORKOM MANOOGIAN

Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem

T.AM.
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