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Beloved children of the Armenian Apaostolic Orthodox Church,
dwelling in the Motherland Armenia and dispersed in the Diaspora;
-Dear members of the Universal Church of Christ:

-and faithful children of the Creator (;””"”f' iiverss

Glory to God the compassionate and merciful, for granting us the
opportunity to greet you, from the Grotto of the Holy Manger, in the city of
Bethlehem, the birthplace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ ;

We are bereaved that, because of the prevailing political circumstances,
His Excellency, President Yasser Arafat could not be with us. We are pleased.
however, to have amongst us the representatives of the Palestimian National
Authority, who have joined us in our worship, with the Saint James Brotherhood
of the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem, and the Armenian Commumty.

For some years now, in our region especially, and in the whole world in
general, instead of Love and Peace, hatred and violence is incited. urging human
beings into mhuman acts of terrorism and massacres.

We are conscious of the sufferings of all communities and peoples, with
the pains of loss of life, violence, unemployment, uncertainty, turmoil and fear.

We wimess and we share all these sufferings with anxiety and
compassion, because it is tragic that bloodshed and horror should prevail in this
Holy Land. the Land of Peace, the Land of Salam, the Land of Shalom.

We are reminded that the word Salam. Shalom, Peace, Khaghaghotiune, is
a word of blessing in all our languages, and is used as a central message in all our
Scriptures and Holy Books, to pay heed to and to be practiced.

We all, as religious Communities, are called upon to speak in the name of
Love of the same God of the Universe.

And indeed, it is in this spirit of Love, that the religious leaders have been
asking the Heads of States, the Leaders of Nations, and the conscientious faithful
of all the children of: The God of Israel, and of the compassionate Allahu rahman
al-rahim of Kor’an, and of God the Father, the Creator of heaven and earth. as He
has revealed Himself in the Holy Books of the Old and the New Testaments, to
Join in prayers and in action, to alleviate the plight of the suffering of the peoples
of this Holy Land, whether Palestinians or Israelis, whether Christians, Jews or
Muslims, in order to lend their hearty support in establishing permanent security
and lasting peace, for generations to come.

This crisis 1s devouning and inhumanmizing mostly the younger generation
— Jewish, Christian and Muslim alike - and that 1s perhaps the most heart-
breaking tragedy of the present situation. _

With compassion we join the poet who addresses the children of All
Nations as the innocent victims of the inhumanity of man to man, and ask them
to plead to mankind and especially the “Blood-thirsty Leaders”, to return to
“International brotherly love”, “to the Spirit of God™.

The poem is entitled “Children” -
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CHILDREN
(A Plea to Mankind)

0. Children around the world--just sprouting or in bud.
You, the aspirations, dreams of entire mankind.

In anguish my heart cries out, and shares vour tears,
As--to famine, plague and fire--you fall victims.

Blood-thirsty leaders--their's--a hardened conscience.
Psvchopaths with ideology drunk:

Unwavering when setting even their own homes on fire
In the name of liberty, faith or any fad

To let starvation stare in your eyes!

Still sustained by life, with a certain charm,
Sull pleading for dreams. for hopes. for love!
What mjustice in this world of ours!

Only a return to the Spirit of God,
Only a universe born anew

Will pave the long-longed-way to bliss,
To international brotherly love.

0. children around the world--just sprouting or in bud,
Cry out! Cry out this message of mine
To global mankind!

Translated by A. K. SHEN-MAH

2004

Let us pray the Lord to expedite establishing permanent peace, security,
trust and prosperity, for all the freedom loving peoples of the world, to live in
harmony, and to restore the moral and social order of the civilized society, which

has been subjected to such a horrific violence.

~ Only thm, the mankind will join hands, and will clearly hear the angelic
voices, heralding the good-news: -“Glory to God in the highest, peace on earth,

and good-will among men”. Amen.

18" January 2004
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