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Armenian Christmas in Bethlehem
18 January 2003

-Beloved Children of the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Church
-dwelling n the Motherland Armenia and dispersed in the Diaspora;
-Dear members of the Universal Church of Christ;

-and faithful children of the Creator God of the Umiverse,

We greet you from the Grotto of the Holy Manger, in the city of
Bethlehem, the birthplace of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Together with the members of the St. James Brotherhood of the Armenian
Patriarchate of Jerusalem and the faithful of the Armenian Community, we are
pleased to have amongst us the representatives of the Palestiman National
Authority, who have joined us in our worship

We are bereaved that, because of harsh political circumstances, His
Excellency President Yasser Arafat could not be with us.

We pray the Lord to expedite establishing permanent peace, secunty, trust
and prospenty, for all freedom loving peoples of the world, to live in harmony,
and to restore the moral and social order of civihzed society, which has been
subjected to such a horrific violence.

Tonight, we have come to this site of Nativity, as we Armenians have done
so for centuries, to tell His story, to hear the hope associated with it, and to claim
its promise for ourselves and for the mankind.

Tonight, we lift up our hearts to the Lord, trusting that, as Prophet Isaiah
has proclaimed, the light has come into our darkness, and that, the darkness can
never overcome it.

Indeed, tonight remains irrevocably a night of hope! For unto us all, a child
is born. Unto us all, a joy is given that will outlast all the pain and suffering, all
the anguish and anxiety.

[t is from this little town of Bethlehem that shines forth the message of joy,
love and hope --"Be not afraid"--; a message that ultimately overcomes all evil.

The Prince of Peace came particularly to encourage the poor, the
sorrowful, who mourn; those who are hungry and thirsty for righteousness; the
merciful; the peacemakers; and those who are persecuted for the cause of nght
and righteousness.

Today, many people in Bethlehem, in Jerusalem, or elsewhere across this
whole land are suffering -- whether through suicide attacks, harsh reprisals,
repression, or intolerance from all sides.

digitised by ARAR.@



12 Ub My BNhu. dLISF.UTUPS. 2003
B o

Nevertheless, violence and war cannot break the bonds of faith and love.

Otherwise, if we are not anchored in that belief, we are sadly missing out,
on one of the most important messages, associated with the Incamation and the
Epiphany of Jesus, in the humble manger, just a few steps away

We are surrounded with real-life examples of victimisation, war and
violence, homelessness, economic depression, religious tensions and loss of hope

in the hearts of many men and women.
*
* ¥

For those of my generation, our lives are moving towards their natural
horizon.

It 1s the younger generation -- the youth of all backgrounds -- who will
have to live with the results of the decisions and actions we take today.

Right now, the crisis is devouring the younger generation -- Jewish,
Christian and Muslim alike -- and that is perhaps the most heart-breaking tragedy
of the present situation.

However, in the mudst of fear and angwish, we are reminded of the
message of the angel to the shepherds: "Be not afraid "

A message of compassion and hope for the whole world.

It 1s the message of the Gospel of Jesus. That is: God so loved the world
that He gave His only Begotten Son for us, so that we might know that there 1s
more to life, and more to us, than what we see, what we feel, and what we
expenence nowadays in the Holy Land.

Even though hope for a better future seems to be lost, the message of

Christmas remains one of hope, love and peace, as well as justice, freedom and
security.

The ewvil of injustice and war must be uprooted.

May our God of Peace, the Allah of Salam, and the Jehovah of Shalom,
shine His face upon the people and the land of Palestine, Jordan and Israel.

And may He grant all the Nations of the World, the hope for His
compassion and Peace, the assurance of dignity of man, and the security of life.

May the universe join the choir of angels in joyful harmony, as they herald

the good news: "Glory to God in the highest, Peace on earth. and good-will
among men."

Amen.

T.AM.
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