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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

BETHLEHEM 2002, January 18, Friday.

Dearly beloved Children of the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox
Church in the Motherland of Armenia, in the Mountainous Karabagh.
and despersed in the Diaspora.

It is not with jubilation that we herald to you the joy of fulfilled
promise that the Prince of Peace, the Emmanuel (the God with us).
has been born in Bethlehem. a humble town with a lowly manger,
some two millenia ago. Indeed we are conscious that many members
of our own communities have suffered in the past year the pains of
loss. uncertainty, unemployment, violence, turmoil and fear.

We witness all these sufferings with sadness, because it 1s a
tragedy that bloodshed and horror should prevail in this Holy Land.
the Land of Peace. of Shalom, and of Salam.

And we all. as leaders and religious communities, are directed,
instructed and commanded to speak in the name of the same Lord,

and to love our neighbour and each other, as the children of the same
God of the Universe.

And indeed, it is in this Spirit of Love that we have been
requesting and asking the Heads of the States, the Leaders of Nations.
and the conscientious faithful of all the Children of Jehovah, the God
of Israel, and of all of the compassionate and merciful Allahu
rahman-ul-rahim of Koran, and of all of the God the Father, the
Creator of heaven and earth, as He has revealed Himself in the Holy
Bogk of the Old and the New Testaments, to join in prayer and in
action, to alleviate the plight of suffering of the people of this Holy
Land,. whether Palestinians or Israelis, or whether Christians, Jews or
Muslims, in order to lend their hearty support in establishing
permanent security and lasting peace, for generations to come.
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We Christians believe that God the Father has revealed Himself
in the person of Jesus Christ, the Emmanuel, that is “God with us”.
and that, Christmas to us means to appreciate the mystery of His
inexhaustible love, to respond to His teachings, and to worship Him
with unflinching integrity. Also to know Him, and to participate in
the incarnation of His love, to reach out to the least of our brothers
and sisters, and to struggle for truth.

The irony is that even He suffered persecution, hunger and
thirst. He was nailed on the cross and given up for dead. Yet despite
the treatment that the world meted out to Him, He taught us about
forgiveness and loved us all, Jews and gentiles, affirming the belief
that all human beings are born in the image and likeness of God.

And the inhumanity of man to man would have been vanished,
if everyone of us individually, and all communities collectively, with
the Leaders of the Nations, heeded to the heavenly voice, that speaks
through the wise men of the children of the Heavenly Father.

One such wise man would incessantly remind us that before
taking any drastic action, remember and let your conscience repeat
that:

“To do Evil to Evil is beast-like;

To do Evil to Good is devil-like;
To do Good to Good is human-like;
To do Good to Evil is God-like.”

And how fitting it is to remind ourselves, as Christians, the
Petition for a Life of Contentment, as uttered by a saintly soul,
Francis of Assisi:

LORD MAKE me a channel of Thy peace.

That where is hatred, - I may bring love.

That where is wrong, - I may bring the spirit of forgiveness;
That where is discord, - I may bring harmony;

That where there is error, - | may bring truth;

That where there is doubt, - I may bring faith;

That where there is despair, - [ may bring hope;

That where there are shadows, - [ may bring light;

That where there is sadness, - [ may bring joy.
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LORD. GRANT THAT 1 may seek rather to comfort, -
Than to be comforted:

To understand, - Than to be understood:

To love. - Than to be loved:

For it is by giving that one receives;

It is by self-forgetting that one finds;

It is by forgiving that one is forgiven;

It is by sacrificing that one awakens
To eternal life.

It is this kind of a spirit of God-like love and goodness that will
reassure us that hope is not a lost product, but a Christian duty, and
that we should be thankful and feel overjoyed for the little (or the
plentiful) that life has bestowed upon us all, as individuals, families.
and communities.

We thank God the Father for granting us the opportunity to
glorify His name in this sacred dwelling of the “Incarnate Word™, our
Lord Jesus Christ.

We are bereaved that, because of harsh circumstances, His
Excellency President Yasser Arafat could not be with us. However,
we are pleased to have Representatives on his behalf and the
Palestinian National Authority, join us to night in our worship.

We pray the Lord to expedite establishing permanent peace.
security, trust and prosperity, for all freedom loving peoples to live in
harmony, and to restore the moral and social order of civilized
society, which has been subjected to such a horrific violence.

May we all join the choir of angels, with this spirit of grateful

joy, heralding the good news: “Glory to God in the highest, Peace on
earth, and good-will among men.” Amen.

ABP. TORKOM MANOOGIAN
Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem
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