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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

Dearty Beloved Children of the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Church in the
Motherfand of Armenia, and Dispersed in the Diaspora.

We greet you from the Grotto of the Holy Manger, in the city of
Bethlehem, the birth place of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Together with the members of the St. James Brotherhood of the
Armenian Patriarchate and the faithful of the Armemian Community, we are
pleased to have amongst us His Excellency President Yasser Arafat, the
representatives of the Palestinian National Authority, who have joined us
tonight in our worship.

On this most auspicious day that heralded a new testament unto the
world 2000 years ago, we raise our voices in earnest prayer and supplication,
asking our Lord God to bless us all, to grant absolution for our past sins, and
make us worthy of His Grace and His Peace.

In these troubled times, when real peace seems to be one moment
within our grasp, and the other tantalizingly unreachable, we go down on our
knees before the holy spot where kings knelt to do homage to the new-bomn
Child, to pray that the Saviour hear our prayers and grant tranquillity and
prosperity to the whole troubled world, as well as peaceful co-existence to all
peoples, in dignity and brotherly love.

We pray for the souls of those who have perished and continue to
perish in fratricidal conflict, and for the anguished thousands who have

become victims of an injustice that continues to breed violence, hatred and
anger.

May our dear Lord God, vouchsafe that this anger and this hatred are
transfo{med into love and forgiveness. Cleanse the hearts of people and fill
them with His love. Let no man raise his hand against his brother and let no

nati.on learn war any more, but let them turn their swords into plowshares and
their spears into pruning forks.

Our }xope and trust in the Lord sustain us through the difficult days,
Hope remains our shield.
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We pray that the pain, suffering, tears and frustrations of all men and
women will eventually disappear. We pray also that the clouds lining the
horizon will dissipate, so that the sun will come up once again, in order to
envelop and embrace this sacred land of prophets with the peace of the Lord.

We know that in our earnest desire to submit to His Will, we shall find
acceptance in His Eyes and that He will lead us under the protection of His
Right Hand.

May our God of Peace, the Allah of Salam, and the Jehovah of Shalom
shine His face upon the people and the land of Palestine, Jordan and Israel.
And may He grant all the nations of the world, at the dawn of this new
millennium, the hope for His compassion and peace, the assurance of dignity
of man, and security of life. May the universe join the choir of angels in
joyful harmony as they herald the good news: “Glory to God in the fighest, Peace
on earth, and good-will among men.” Amen.

Archbisfiop Torkom Manoogian
Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem
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