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The Armenian Church Calendar

It is my wish to present herewith the feasts of the
Armenian Church Calendar for the years 2000 and
2001, marking the 2000thyear of our Lord Jesus
Christ’s Birth, as well as the 1700th anniversary of
the conversion of Armenia into Christianity. The
purpose of this study is also to elucidate the
different treatments of the Leap Year and the
Regular Year, regarding the arrangements of the
feasts of those years according to the Tonatsooyts.

The year 2000 is a Leap Year with the addition of
Tuesday February 29th. Our Church Tonatsooyts
(Calendar Book) is formed by the 36 Armenian
alphabets, titled as “The Letters of the Year”, each
governing one year's feast dates, centered around
the date of Easter Sunday. All, except for the fixed
feast dates, are movable in accordance with Easter
Sunday.

Each of the 36 letters indicate the day of Easter,
beginning from March 22, and extending to April
25, setting the limits of that Great Feast. Easter is
celebrated no earlier than March 22, and no later
than April 25. Under the first Armenian letter
“aip” Easter comes on March 22, under “pen”
Easter is on March 23, and under “kim” Easter
falls on March 24, and thus continuously, all of
them Sundays for sure. At no time Easter Sunday
date is repeated more than once along the
components of the 36 letters. All according to the
New Calendar.

Leap Years occur once every four years and each
time they require double letters as the “Letters of
the Year”, the first to govern January and
February feasts, and the second the rest of the
year. When dealing with any given Leap Year, we
must remember that the double letters from the
Alphabet are set in reverse. For example, they are
not “aip-pen”, or “yech-za”, they are “'pen-aip”, or
“za-yech, and so forth. You can see from the
enclosed calendar of the Leap Year 2000 that the
2 digits for that year are “hiun-tso”.  For the year
2001 we obviously have only the letter “cha”.

it is important to handle our Zonatsooyis with
caution, which contains two volumes, the second
of which must be used as the key to the first,
No church calendar can be formed without first
looking into the second volume, where the Letter
of the Year must be located, and only then
reference can be made to the first volume, as
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directed by the second, realizing that as the second
part is the key to every feast day, the first part is
the repository of all named feasts with their
detailed rubrics and ceremonial variables, such as
Scripture readings, hymns, prayers, introits,
litanies.

Accordingly, for 2000 AD we are told to use the
first letter of the double digit, the letter “hiun, to
arrange the feasts for January and February. Then
go to the second letter, “tso”, and arrange the
feasts for the rest of the year, including Easter.
Now it becomes essential to find the exact day of
Easter for any given year, so that we may be able
to locate the Letter of the Year, and successfully
form the calendar of the entire year.

The easier way to find the date of Easter for a
given year is 1o use the ready-made listings,
provided even by today's computers. There are
always lists available to locate “next year’s” Easter
Sunday. Having found it, one should consult the
second volume of the Tonatsvoyts and identify the
Letter of the Year for that specific year. One
should also make sure that the listings under that
Letter are identical with the same year’s ordinary
calendar by days and weeks Having established
the Letter of the Year according to the exact
date of Easter, now one should follow the
calendar provided in the second volume, and refer
to the first volume for the completion of the
feasts’ names and dates.

There is however the scholarly way of establishing
the date of Easter, rather than using the ready
lists. | have written an Armenian article years
back, published in the Hayasdanyayts Yegeghetsi
monthly of our Diocese in 1964. The same article
explains the rather complex and articulate
calculations for finding the date of Easter for any
given year. Those interested may look into it.

1 have done this research and prepared both years’
calendar as a matter of leaming and refreshing our
knowledge on the occasion of these two mile-
stones in our life, hoping that clergy and students
will find them both educational and profitable

July, 1999 Fr Zaven Arzoumanian, Ph D.
Boca Raton, FL
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CALENDAR OF FEASTS OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH

Year 2000 AD

Rev. Zaven Arzoumanian, Ph.D.

Note; Feasts are indicated according to the year 2000 church calendar, on the occasion of the
2000th Birthyear of the Lord Jesus Christ. Feasts in capital represent Major Feasts
(Daghavars). Underlined feasts are celebrated on fixed dates. This year is a Leap Year,
and the Letter of the Year requires double letters, which is & 8. The first letter will be the
guide for the months of January and February, and the second letter for the rest of the

———

year.

Major feasts and Cycles Dominical, Saints, Fasting Days

Duration

NATIVITY AND EPIPHANY
Jan6-13

NATIVITY AND EPIPHANY (Thu Jan 6)

8 Days

From Nativity to Great Lent
Jan 14 - March 4

Birth of St. John the Baptist (Sat Jan 15)

St. Anthony the Hermit (Tue Jan 18)

King Theodosius (Thu Jan 20)

Sts. Athanasius and Cyril (Sat Jan 22)

St. Vahan of Goghtn (Tue Jan 25)

St. Gregory The Theologian (Sat Jan 29)

St. Cyprian the Bishop (Mon Jan 31)

St. Athanagines the Bishop (Tue Feb 1)

Sts. Adam, Abel, and the Patriarchs (Thu Feb 3)
Sons and Grandsons of St. Gregory (Sat Feb 5)
The Twelve Prophets (Tue Feb 8)

St Thaddeus, Apostle, and Sandookhd (Sat Feb 12)
Eve of the Fast of Catechumen (Sun Feb 13)
Prescntation of the Lord (Mon Feb 14)

St. Sarkis the Captain (Sat Feb 19)

St. Sahak Barthev Catholicos (Sat Feb 26)

St. Leontius the Priest (Tue Feb 29)

St. Vartanants (Thu March 2)

Council 381 AD of Constantinople (Sat March 4)

7 Weeks
50 Days

From Great Lent to Easter
March 5 April 22

Great Barekendan (Eve of Lent) (Sun March $)
First Day of Lent (Mon March 6)

St Theodore the Captain (Sat March 11)
Sunday of Expuision (March 12)

St Cynil of Jesusalem (Sat March 18)

Sunday of the Prodigal Son (March 19)

Sts. John of Jerusalem, John of Otsoon,

John of Oronti, Gregory of Datev (Sat March 25)
Sunday of the Steward (March 26)

Mitchink Day of Lent (Wed March 29)

Forty Martyrs of Sebastia (Sat April 1)

7 Weeks
49 Days
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Sunday of the Judge (April 2)

Annunciation of St. Mary (Fr April 7)

St. Gregory in the Khor Virap (Sat April 8)
Sunday of Advent (April 9)

Raising of Lazarus (Sat April i5)

Palm Sunday (April 16)

Holy Thursday, Friday, Saturday (April 20-22)

From Easter to Pentecost
April 23-June 10

EASTER SUNDAY (April 23)
Armenian Martyrs Day (Mon April 24)
New Sunday (April 30)

World Church Sunday (May 7)

Red Sunday (May 14)

Apparition of the Cross (Sun May 21)
Ascension of Christ (Thu June 1)
Second Palm Sunday (June 4)

7 Weeks

49 Days

From Pentecost
to Transfiguration
June 11 - July 29

Pentecost - Holy Spirit - (Sun June 11)
Prophet Elijah (Sun June 18)

Sts. Hripsimiank (Mon June 19)

Sts. Gayaniank (Tue June 20)

St. John Garabed (The Baptist) (Thu June 22)
St. Gregory's Deliverance From the Pit (Sat June 24)
Feast of Holy Etchmiadzin (Sun June 25)

St. Nersess Parthev Catholicos (Sat July 1)

Eve of the Fast of St. Gregory (Sun July 2)
Discovery of St. Gregory's relics (Sat July 8)
St. Sahag and St. Mesrob (Thu July 13)

King Trdat and Queen Ashkhen (Sat July 15)
The twelve Apostles and St. Paul (Sat July 22)
Eve of the Fast of Transfiguration (Sun July 23)

7 Weeks
49 Days

From Transfiguration
to Assumption
July 30 - Aug 12

TRANSFIGURATION OF JESUS (Sun July 30)
St. Isaiah the Prophet (Thu Aug 3)

Council 431 AD of Ephesus (Sat Aug 5)

Eve of the Fast of Assumption (Sun Aug 6)
Vision of St. Gregory (Shoghagat) (Sat Aug 12)

2 Weeks
14 Days

From Assumption
to Exaltation of
the Cross

Ang 13 - Sept 16

ASSUMPTION OF ST. MARY (Sun Aug 13)
Sts. Joachim and Anna (Tue Aug 22)

St. Thomas the Apostle (Sat Aug 26)

Prophets Ezekiel and Ezra (Tue Aug 29)

The Apostles Sts. James and Simon (Sat Sept 2)

5 Weeks
35 Days

St. Andrew the General (Mon Sept 4)
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Birth of St. Mary the Virgin (Fri Sept 8)
Council 325 AD of Nicaea (Sat Sep 9)

Eve of the Fast of the Holy Cross (Sun Sept 10)

From Holy Cross EXALTATION OF HOLY CROSS (Sun Sept 17)
to Advent St. George the Captain (Sat Sept 30)

Sept 17 - Nov 28 Holy Cross of Varak (Sun Oct 1)

Holy Translators (Sat Oct 14)

The Four Holy Evangelists (Sat Oct 21)

The Twelve Doctors (Vartabeds) (Sat Oct 28)
Discovery of the Cross (Sun Oct 29)

St. John Chrysostom (Thu Nov 2)

All Saints Day (Sat Nov 4)

Holy Archangels Gabriel and Michacl (Sat Nov 11)
Sts. Andrew and Phillip the Aposties (Sat Nov 18)
Eve of the Fast of Advent (50 days) (Sun Nov 19)
Prescntation of St. Mary (Tue Nov 2})

St. Gregory Thaumaturgus and

St. Nicholas Bishop of Smyma (Sat Nov 25)

10 Weeks
70 Days

From Advent to the First Sunday of Advent (Nov 26)

Eve of Nativity of Jesus Sts. Thaddeus and Bartholomew (Sat Dec 2)
Nov26-Jan § Second Sunday of Advent (Dec 3)

King Abgar of Edessa (Tuc Dec 5)

Conception of St. Mary from Anna (Sat Dec 9)

St. James Bishop of Nisibis (Sat Dec 16)

Fourth Sunday of Advent (Dec 17)

Sts. David and James the Apostle (Sat Dec 23)
Fifth Sunday of Advent (Dec 24)

St. Stephen the Protodeacon (Mon Dec 25)

Sts. Peter and Paul (Tue Dec 26)

Sts. Apostles James and Brother John (Thu Dec 28)
Eve of the Fast of Nativity (Fri Dec 29

Basil of Caesarea & Gregory of Nyssa (Sat Dec 30)
Sixth Sunday of Advent (Dec 31)

Eve of Nativity of Jesus (Fri Jan 5, 2001)

6 Weeks
42 Days

117 Saints days with 375 named Saints
153 Fasting days
96 Dominical days

52 Week
366 Days
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CALENDAR OF FEASTS OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH

Year 2001 AD

Rev. Zaven Arzoumanian, Ph.D.

Note: Feasts are indicated according to the ycar 2001 church calendar. on the occasion of the
1700th anniversary of Christianity in Armenia. Feasts in capital represent Major Feasts
(Daghavars). Underlined feasts are celebrated on fixed dates The Letter of the Year is .

Major feasts and Cycles Dominical, Saints, Fasting Days Duration
NATIVITY AND EPIPHANY | NATIVITY AND EPIPHANY (Sat Jan 6) 8 Days
Jun 6-13
From Nativity to Great Lent | Birth of St. John the Baptist (Mon Jan 15) 6 Weeks
Jan 14 - Feh 24 St. Anthony the Hermit (Thu Jan 18) 42 Days

St. Vahan of Goghtn (Tue Jan 23)

Sts. Athanasius, Cyril and Gregory (Sat Jan 27)

The twelve Prophets (Tue Jan 30)

Eve of the Fast of Catechumen (Sun Feb 4)

St. Sarkis the Captain (Sat Feb 10)

Presentation of the Lord (Wed Feb 14)

St. Sahak Barthev Catholicos (Sat Feb 20)

St. Leontius the Priest (Tue Feb 20)

St. Vartanants (Thu Feb 22)

Council 381 AD of Constantinople (Sat Feb 24)
From Great Lent to Easter Great Barekendan (Eve of Lent) (Sun Feb 25) 7 Wecks
Feb 25 - April 14 First Day of Lent (Mon Feb 26) 49 Days

St Theodore the Captain (Sat March 3)

Sunday of Expulsion (March 4)

St Cyril of Jerusalem (Sat March 10)

Sunday of the Prodigal Son (March 11)

Sts. John of Jerusalem, John of Otsoon,

John of Oronti, Gregory of Datev (Sat March 17)
Sunday of the Steward (March 18}

Mitchink Day of Lent (Wed March 21)

Forty Martyrs of Sebastia (Sat March 24)
Sunday of the Judge (March 25)

St. Gregory in the Khor Virap (Sat March 31)
Sunday of Advent (April 1)

Raising of Lazarus (Sat April 7)

Annunciation of St. Mary (Sat April 7)

Palm Sunday (April 8)

Holy Thursday, Friday, Saturday (April 12-14)
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From Easter to Pentecost
April 15-June 2

EASTER SUNDAY (April 15)

New Sunday (April 22 )

Armenian Martyrs Day (Tue April 24)
World Church Sunday (April 29)

Red Sunday (May 6)

Apparition of the Cross (Sun May 13)
Ascension of Christ (Thu May 24)
Second Palm Sunday (May 27)

7 Weeks
49 Days

From Pentecost
to Transfiguration
June 3 - July 21

Pentecost - Advent of the Holy Spirit - (Sun June 3)
Prophet Elijah (Sun June 10)

Sts. Hripstmiank (Mon June 11)

Sts. Gayaniank (Tue June 12

St. John Garabed (The Baptist) (Thu Junc 14)

St. Gregory's Deliverance From the Pit (Sat June 16)
Feast of Holy Etchmiadzin (Sun June 17)

St. Nersess Parthev Catholicos (Sat June 23)

Eve of the Fast of St. Gregory (Sun June 24)
Discovery of St. Gregory's relics (Sat June 30)

St. Sahag and St. Mesrob (Thu July 5)

King Trdat and Queen Ashkhen (Sat July 7)

The twelve Apostles and St. Paul (Sat July 14)

Eve of the Fast of Transfiguration (Sun July 15)

7 Weeks
49 Days

From Transfiguration
to Assumption
July 22 - Aug 11

TRANSFIGURATION OF JESUS (Sun July 22)
St. Isaiah the Prophet (Thu July 26)

Sts. Thaddeus and Sandookht (Sat July 28)

St. Cyprian the Bishop (Mon July 30)

St. Athanagines the Bishop (Tue July 31)

Sts. Adam and the Patriarchs (Thu Aug 2)
Council 431 AD of Ephesus (Sat Aug 4)

Eve of the Fast of Assumption (Sun Aug 5)
Vision of St. Gregory (Shoghagat) (Sat Aug 11)

3 Weceks
21 Days

From Assumption
to Exaltation of
the Cross

Aug 12 - Sept 15

ASSUMPTION OF ST. MARY (Sun Aug 12)
Sts. Joachim and Anna (Tuc Aug 21)

Sts. Thomas, James, Simon (Sat Aug 25)
Prophets Ezekiel and Ezra (Tue Aug 28)
Council 325 AD of Nicaea (Sat Sept 1)

St. Andrew the General (Mon Sept 3)

Birth of St. Mary the Virgin (Sat Sept 8)

Eve of the Fast of the Holy Cross (Sun Sept 9)

5 Weeks
35 Days
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From Holy Cross EXALTATION OF HOLY CROSS (Sun Scpt 16) 10 Wecks
to Advent St. George the Captain (Sat Sept 29) 70 Days
Sept 16 - Nov 24 Holy Cross of Varak {Sun Sept 30)

Holy Translators (Sat Oct 13)

The Four Holy Evangelists (Sat Oct 20)

The Twelve Doctors (Vartabeds) (Sat Oct 27)
Discovery of the Cross (Sun Oct 28)

St. John Chrysostom (Thu Nov )

All Saints Day (Sat Nov 3)

Holy Archangels Gabriel and Michael (Sat Nov 10)
Sts. Andrew and Phillip the Apostles (Sat Nov 17)
Eve of the Fast of Advent (50 days) (Sun Nov 18)
Presentation of St. Ma; ed Nov 21

St. Gregory Thaumaturgus (Sat Nov 24)

From Advent to the First Sunday of Advent (Nov 25) 6 Weeks
Eve of Nativity of Jesus Sts. Thaddeus and Bartholomew (Sat Dec 1) 42 Days
Nov 25-Jan § Second Sunday of Advent (Dec 2)

King Abgar of Edessa (Tuc Dec 4)

St. Nicholas Bishop of Smyrna (Sat Dec 8)
Conception of St. Mary from Anna (Sun Dec 9)
St. James Bishop of Nisibis (Sat Dec 15)
Fourth Sunday of Advent (Dec 16)

Sts. Basil and Gregory of Nyssa (Sat Dec 22)
Fifth Sunday of Advent (Dec 23)

Sts. David and James (Mon Dec 24)

St. Stephen the Protodeacon (Tue Dec 25)

Sts. Peter and Paul (Thu Dec 27)

Sts. Apostles James and Brother John (Sat Dec 29)
Eve of the Fast of Nativity (Sat Dec 29)

Sixth Sunday of Advent {Dec 30)

Eve of Nativity of Jesus (Sat Jan 5, 2002)

116 Saints days with 375 named Saints 52 Weeks
153 Fasting days 365 Days
96 Dominical days
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The Groupings of the Feasts

Based on the naturc of the feasts and their observance in the Armenian Church, they may be
grouped into three:

A. Dominical Feasts; _To commemorate the life and the mission of Jesus Christ, and to venerate
the memory of the Mother-of-God St. Mary.

B. Saints Days: To commemorate the lives of the Biblical and historical Saints. The latter have
reached the level of sainthood by canonization. Saints are intercessors before the Son of God.

C. Fasting Days: To allow opportunity to repent and pray for our souls and for those departed in
Christ.
A. Dominical Feasts

§. Dedicated to Jesus Christ;

a. Epiphany: Nativity, Naming, Presentation. Baptism

b. Transfiguration {Vartavar)

¢. Resurrection: All Sundays of thc year, EASTER, Ascension, Sccond Paim Sunday,
Pentecost.

2. Dedicated to the Mother-of-God: Conception. Birth. Prescntation. Annunciation,
ASSUMPTION, Discovy of her belt and box.

3. Dominical Commemeorations:

a. Feasts of Holy Cross: Apparition. Exaltation. Cross of Varak. Discovery.
b. Feasts Dedicated to the establishment of the Church: New Sundav. World Church
Sunday. Four days during the Exaltation weck. Holy Etchmiadzin. Shoghagat

B._Saints Days

In the Armenian Church Saints are observed on weekdays: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday.
Sundays arc dominical days and arc dedicated to the Resurrection of Christ Wednesday s and
Fridays arc fasting days.

89 saints are derived from the Bible and arc known as Biblical Saints. The rest are from the first
five centuries of Christianity. They represent the Apostolic Fathers of the second century and the
Church Fathers of the three Ecumenical Councils, to the end of the fifth century

The Armicnian Church later added more saints through the fifth and fourteenth centurics. mamdy
from the Fathers of the Armenian Church.
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C. Fasting Days

1. All Wednesdays and Fridays, except for those during the forty days following Easter until
Ascension, are days of fasting.

2. Weckdays preceding major feasts, a total of 97 days, as follows:

a. Nativity of Jesus (6 days)

b. Easter (Holy Weck, 6 days)

c. Transfiguration (S5 days)

d. Assumption (5 days)

¢. Exaltation (5 days)

f. Great Lent (40 days)

8. Fast of Catechumens (5 days)

h. Fast of Etyjah (5 days, seasonali, beforc Summer)

i. Fast of St. Gregory (S days)

j- Fast of the Cross of Varak (S days, scasonal, before Fali)
k. Fast of Advcent (5 days)

I. Fast of St. James of Nisibis (5 days, scasonal, bcfore Winter)
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