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Christmas Message from Bethlehem
18 January 1998

To our beloved congregation in Jerusalem and the Holy Land,
To all members of the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Church,
To all children of the universal Christian Church,

To believers everywhere

Greetings from the humble Grotto of the Nativity in our hallowed
Bethlehem, where our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ was born, two thousand
years ago.

We are filled with joy and exuberance on this auspicious day, a day that
has changed the history of the world with its promise of redemption and
salvation.

Christmas Day is not only an occasion for happy feelings, for euphoria, but
also a unique experience, the renewal of faith, which we would like to share with
you all. For it is on this day, which heralds the onset of a new year and a new
life, that we take stock of ourselves and review our thoughts and deeds over the
past 12 months, and reaffirm our resolution to be more worthy of the grace of
God. And above all, to make this world a better place to live not only for us, but
for our children and our children's children.

As we stand on the threshold of a new millennium, we hope that the future
will hold a better promise for us all. We pray that the millennium will usher in a
new era of peace and harmony, not only in our troubled part of the world, but all
over the globe.

We hear, with great sorrow, of daily depredations that claim the lives of
innocent victims. Murder and massacre, Arab against Jew, black against white,
brother against brother. We grieve for every drop of blood shed, and call on the
combatants and antagonists to lay down their arms and open their hearts to each
other. We urge them to resort to a dialogue instead of a dagger to resolve their
differences - for we are all the children of God, we are all brothers and sisters,
enjoying equal rights to the mercy, love and justice of God.

We pray that, people will learn to turn their swords into ploughshares and
their spears into pruning forks, and that nations shall not learn war any more.
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Our immortal city of Jerusalem has been ravaged by decades of war and
the threat of war. We have raised a generation of children many of whom have
been maimed not only physically, but psychologically and spiritually as well.

What does the future hold for them? Will the poison that has been instilled
in their heart through the suffering that has been imposed on them, ever be
washed away”

People seem to have lost their faith and are only yeaming for transitory
material gains, piling treasures for themselves on earth, oblivious of the
quintessential joy of sharing in the paradise that awaits the righteous in heaven.

Alas, in today's materialist age, some people believe spirituality and faith
have no relevance to their lives any more, that they do not need God anymore.
Others, caught in adversity and affliction, cry out that God has abandoned them.

But God, who created us all out of clay, has never abandoned us. It is we
who abandon Him. Even before we cry out to Him, He has heard us and He has
rephed.

"Your 'O God' is my 'l am here', " God tells us, reassuring us that He is
always here, with us. We feel His presence every time and everywhere. There
are times when we have some difficult questions to ask Him, questions we find
unanswerable. But though He may not say anything, we feel His love descending
upon us, obliterating all doubt.

For God does truly love the world.- He sent His Only Begotten Son to
redeem us with His death.

But today, it is not His death we are mourning, but His birth we are
celebrating.

May this day dawn upon us always with joy and peace in our hearts, in
accordance with the message of the Angels: " Glory to God in the highest, and
peace on earth, and good will among the people."  Amen.

Abp. Torkom Manoogian
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