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THE ETERNAL HOMELAND

by

Hovanness Shiraz

Let the world and the stars listen,

If that horrific disaster occurred,

If the rivers reversed their flow and

The sun fell from the sky,

If the seas clashed and dried up,

If the ashen stars fell, and

The awestruck desert spoke,

If the deep, bottomless canyons

Devoured the eternal thrones of proud Massis,
If all the deadly comets

Struck this ancient globe, and

The heart of the universe stopped beating,-
Death shall never visit my homeland,-

For she bore the phoenix,-

Eternity dreamt her, and

She wove eternity's speech.

Translated from the Armenian by

Marzbed Margossian
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2ofi 2wy ubplinh quywp Shibpht
Np fungywd Shwb poul wndwunbbph

ﬁ"nq dwjliv wifpwphl,; wungbpl hfwlwd
Mip pt wwwwhkp wpbnG wyb ndbh

L gbunbpl wnlbl jbunwgupéd hnuwbf,
Pt wpbqulp bplifhg plyGh,

't puwjonibl dndbpl mv punbwl gulwf,
Pt Inpopwlwn] wungbpp pudinbl,

't whwywinp quphopud’ juoup,

Pt fonp=hpwyh bpwjp unuguibl
Bwibpd quhbpp ppnjun Twuhuhs

L nne Jwhwpbp ghuwunpGbpp
Quplnbl hhfwinipg wyu hnqugligh,
FL whbgbpfh uhpwl b pugwph, -
Twpabw) Jwh 3h quy pJd hwypbGhfht, -
bw duyp pngnill b ipGplbwl dnjuph- -
Bunbpdniphulif £ Gpwl bpugh-

bw juibpdoipbwl puppunl & hhuuby ---
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