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THE ETERNAL HOMELAND

by
Hovanness Shiraz

Let the world and the stars listen,

If that horrific disaster occurred,

If the rivers reversed their flow and

The sun fell from the sky,

If the seas clashed and dried up,

If the ashen stars fell, and

The awestruck desert spoke,

If the deep, bottomless canyons

Devoured the eternal thrones of proud Massis,
If all the deadly comets

Struck this ancient globe, and

The heart of the universe stopped beating,-
Death shall never visit my homeland,-

For she bore the phoenix,-

Eternity dreamt her, and

She wove eternity’s speech.

Translated from the Armenian by
Marzbed Margossian
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#oq dw)lu wylvwphG, wungbpl pufuGuib *
fip pb wuinuwhbp wytnb wjli gdGh*

't gbuinbpG wnlibG jbunwnups houwGf,
e wpbqulyp bpllifhg pllGh,

Bk pujunibl dnybpb m gunbwb gudwf,
@, dnjupwBuyny wuwnbpp pudwibb,

it whwwuwnp quphnupwd * jeouh,

@t juap-yppuh bpwjep uniqubi
Bunbpd quhbpp jepnjun Uwupuh,

it ap Jushwpbip qhuanplbpp
Quplinib€ hhGuinipg wyu hnnuqglighG,
P nhbigbp fp whpin &y qunuph, -
Vwpdbuy Jwh sh’ quy pod buypbGhEpG,-
Yw dugp pryniBl b phbhybwb dunjuph -~
Bunbpdniphi G0 & lpuwl bpwqby *

vu junbpdnphbwl puwppwné t hpuuby. .-
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