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OUR FAITH
By

Vahan Derian

Do not confuse us with your savagery and boorishness,-
Our ruined land is forever sacred and ageless.

Just as our bright mountain has weathered a thousand snowstorms

So have we known treachery and bitterness.

Look at Babylon, our erstwhile adversary,-
Like an evil fog, it has vanished into history’s thin air.

Assyria was our enemy, but behold
It is a barren field, its past glory gone.

Our soul is invincible and our hearts
Born of centuries,have witnessed endless misfortune.

Many disasters and much pain have seared my homeland,
Where every song is a cry and every book a lament.,

We have been vanquished not enslaved, a shackled eagle,
Magnanimous towards evil, kind towards the duplicitous.

Barbarians will come and disappear without a trace,
Our regal word shall survive forever.

Your soul, alien and languid, shall never comprehend
My land, a cathedral, its every stone sacred.

Egyptian pyramids shall turn into dust
Oh my eternal homeland, you shall radiate like the sun.

A phoenix, you shall rise from fire
With new splendor and an iridescent, luminous glory.

Be strong, my heart, rise up with unswerving confidence, and
Stand tall like our incandescent mountain soaring into the sky.
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